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Delegates, 

 

The state of our organization is strong. It has been my pleasure to serve as your Governor for the 

sixty-second year of South Carolina Student Legislature’s founding. If you would have asked me 

five months ago how I would write this letter, I probably would have had a mixed look of shock, 

surprise, and concern. Now, approaching our the final session of the legislative year, I have a 

renewed confidence and certainty in our organization and its people. 

 

It is important for us to remember that the heart of SCSL is not the legislation we promote or the 

issues we debate, rather it is the relationships we build and the connections that we make when 

focused on a common goal, improving the knowledge and skills of South Carolina’s future 

leaders. Together, we can not only achieve this goal, but surpass it. Countless members of our 

organization have worked tirelessly to make this session one of our best and pave the way for 

future generations of leaders to continue in our time honored tradition. 

 

This session we are re-introducing the Supreme Court component of our organization. Our 

Supreme Court, Attorney General, and countless others have worked diligently to ensure that this 

will be a riveting and enjoyable component of this session. I along with the Executive Committee 

are excited to not only welcome this addition to our conference but also to develop rapport with 

the South Carolina Supreme Court and promote education on all branches of our state 

government. I look forward to working with each one of you as we press onward to a vibrant and 

marvelous future. 

 

Dum Spiro Spero – “While I breathe, I hope,” 

 

 

Governor- South Carolina Student Legislature 

Erskine College 
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South Carolina Student Legislature  

Executive Committee 

2019 
 

Governor 

Alexander Leasure 

Erskine College 

 

Lieutenant Governor 

Delaney Atkinson 

Erskine College 

 

Speaker of the House 

Allison Lavallee 

Coastal Carolina University 

President Pro Tempore 

Anna Weeks  

Charleston Southern University 

 

Speaker Pro Tempore 

Savvy Seiber 

Bob Jones University 
  



 

 

Fall 2019  SCSL 

3 

 

South Carolina Student Legislature  

Cabinet  

2019 
 

Secretary of State 

Brooke Weathers 

Erskine College 

 

Chief Justice 

Judah Smith 

Bob Jones University 

 

Attorney General 

Robert Cathcart 

University of South Carolina 

 

Treasurer 

Nathan Swaim 

Bob Jones University 

 

Parliamentarian 

Michael Kelly 

Charleston Southern University 

 

Comptroller General 

Christian Snell 

Coastal Carolina University  
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South Carolina Student Legislature  

Office of the Governor 2019 

 

Chief of Staff 

Robert Cathcart 

University of South Carolina 

 

Director of Internal Affairs 

Caroline Webb 

Clemson University 

 

Governmental Affairs 

Jordan Lester 

Clemson University 

Delegation Recruiting Director 

Hunter Popkin  

Presbyterian College 

Public Relations Director 

Leigh Pendergrass 

Erskine College 
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South Carolina Student Legislature  

Delegation Chairs  

2019 
 

Bob Jones University 

Judah Smith 

 

Charleston Southern University 

Anna Weeks 

 

The Citadel 

Robert Ruble 

 

Clemson University 

Hayley Flower 

 

Coastal Carolina University 

Lukas Little  

Jimmy Lawler 

 

College of Charleston 

Magdalena Willis 

 

Erskine College 

Delaney Atkinson 

 

Francis Marion University 

Alexis Evans 

 

Presbyterian College 

Hunter Popkin 

 

University of South Carolina 

Jacob Vining 
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Former Governors of South Carolina Student Legislature 

Year Governor School Misc. Organizational Meeting 

1957 Robert McNair University of South Carolina  

1958 Robert Fogarty Wofford College  

1959 Jim Creel Clemson University  

1960 Jim Creel Clemson University  

1961 William Scharchte Clemson University James Truesdale (University of South 

Carolina) 

1962 James Truesdale University of South Carolina  

1963 Mike Daniel University of South Carolina  

1964 Pete Levintis, III The Citadel  

1965 William Youngblood University of South Carolina  

1966 William Yarborough Furman University  

1967 John Ellenburg Clemson University  

1968 William McDougall University of South Carolina  

1969 Huck Nelson Greenville Technical College Barney Blackwell (University of 

South Carolina) 

1970 John Linton Wofford College  

1971 Edward Woodward The Citadel  

1972 Polly Span University of South Carolina  

1973 Gerry Hough Clemson University Sharon Davis (Winthrop University) 

1974 Lee Atwater Newberry College  

1975 James Hitch University of South Carolina  

1976 Eugenia Bettis North Greenville College  

1977 Alvin Roog Newberry College  

1978 Lemuel Gray Trident Technical College Davis Watson (Francis Marion 

University) 

1979 Steve Columbia The Citadel Wan Hipp (University of South 

Carolina) 

1980 Laura Harris University of South Carolina  

1981 Joey Hudson Winthrop College  

1982 Joey Hudson Winthrop College  

1983 Ricky Wade University of South Carolina  

1984 Tony Snell University of South Carolina  

1985 Tony Snell University of South Carolina  

1986 Steven Neeves Coastal Carolina University  

1987 Jody Styron Erskine College  

1988 Tracy Johnson Columbia College  
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1989 Hamilton Nelson The Citadel Janie Randall (Columbia College) 

1990 Gardner Jackson Furman University  

1991 Jeff Fowler Clemson University  

1992 Keith Melton Clemson University  

1993 Dan Herran Furman University  

1994 Melinda Diller Presbyterian College  

1995 Todd Thayer Clemson University James Duke (Coastal Carolina 

University) 

1996 Jennifer Graziano Bob Jones University  

1997 Stuart Cate The Citadel  

1998 Bryan Menees University of South Carolina  

1999 Adrian Scott Frederic Clemson University  

2000 Frederic Marcinak The Citadel  

2001 Ashley Walters Columbia College  

2002 Luke Franks Bob Jones University  

2003 Joseph Opperman University of South Carolina  

2004 Mandy Kulcsar Clemson University  

2005 Ed Sutton The Citadel  

2006 Timothy Silvester Bob Jones University  

2007 Phillip Paradise College of Charleston  

2008 Jade Roy The Citadel  

2009 Will Freeman College of Charleston  

2010 Chandler Hudson Clemson University  

2011 Anderson Rouse Bob Jones University  

2012 Blair Bolen Clemson University  

2013 W.R. Simpson, III Francis Marion University  

2014 Matthew Thomas Bob Jones University  

2015 James McManus The Citadel  

2016 Cameron Dominy Charleston Southern University  

2017 Elliott Kelley Bob Jones University  

2018 (Spring) Ben Anderson Coastal Carolina University  

2018 (Fall) 

 

2019 (Spring) 

 

2019 (Fall) 

Bradley Shepard 

 

Kiley Bennett 

 

Alexander Leasure 

Bob Jones University 

 

College of Charleston 

 

Erskine College 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Fall 2019  SCSL 

8 

South Carolina Student Legislature  

Parliamentary Procedure Guide 
 

Overview 

Parliamentary Procedure is used in SCSL because it is a time-tested set of rules that allows everyone to be heard and made 

decisions without confusion. 

 

How it Works 

The Chair (person who is presiding over session at the time) will begin by reading the purpose statement of the bill that is in line 

to be debated. The following table illustrates the activities that take place when a bill is being debated and the time allotted for 

each activity. 

 

Activity Description Time Allotted 

Speeches The bill author approaches the well to present his/her bill 3 minutes 

Question & Answer Members of the body may ask the bill author questions 2 minutes 

Pro/Con Debate Members of the body may give speeches in favor or opposition of the bill  5 minutes 

Last Rights The bill author may reserve his/her last right to address any questions/issues raised 1 minute 

*Time limits to Q&A and Pro/Con debate can be limited when a member makes a motion 

 

Speeches 

After reading the purpose statement of the bill up for debate, the Chair will ask if the bill author is present. If it is your bill, you 

should respond by saying “I am. May I approach the well?” Once the Chair has given you permission, you may approach the 

well. If you wish to reserve your last rights (ability to speak right before the vote is called), this is the appropriate time to invoke 

your right. You may do so by saying “I reserve my last right.” Then you may begin presenting your bill. 

 

Question & Answer 

After the bill author has presented his/her bill, members of the body are free to ask questions of the bill author. Questions should 

not be argumentative. To obtain the floor, raise your hand and wait to be recognized by the chair. After obtaining the floor, you 

should stand and state your name, school and one of the three following statements: 

 

“Will the speaker yield to a question?” - When you have a single question 

“Will the speaker yield to a possible series?” - When you have an initial question and possible one (1) to two (2) follow up 

questions 

“Will the speaker yield to a series? - When you have more than one question. A series is a maximum of three (3) questions in a 

row before the speaker is deemed out of order. 

 

Once your question(s) have been answered, please take a seat. After the time period for question and answer has elapsed, we will 

then move into a time of pro/con debate on the bill. If members of the body still have questions, a member may make a motion to 

extend the time for question and answer, usually limited by a certain amount of time. 

 

Pro/Con Debate 

After question and answer, we move into a period of alternating pro/con debate on the bill, beginning with an affirmative speech. 

If you wish to give a speech in favor of the bill, you signify by raising your hand with an open palm and wait to be recognized by 

the Chair.  

 

Should you wish to give a speech in opposition, you signify by raising your hand with a closed fist and await recognition from 

the Chair. After obtaining the floor, please stand and state your name and school and then proceed with your speech in 

favor/opposition. 
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There are no time limits on each individual’s speech but please be considerate of other who wish to speak on the matter. If need 

be a motion may be made to extend the period of pro/con debate, usually limited by a certain amount of time. 

 

Amendments 

If, throughout the course of pro/con debate, the need for an amendment to the bill should arise, amendment forms will be 

available from the Chair. You should quietly, so as not to disrupt the debate, obtain an amendment form, complete it and return it 

to the Chair. Once you obtain the floor, you should say , “I believe there is an amendment on the floor.” The Chair will 

acknowledge the amendment on the floor and read the amendment. From this point, the amendment process follows the same as 

presenting a bill - speech by author, question & answer, debate, and the vote. Once the amendment has been voted on, debate on 

the bill, with or without the amendment, will resume.  

 

The Rules 

Point of Privilege - pertains to noise, personal comfort, ect. - may interrupt only if necessary! 

Point of Parliamentary Inquiry - inquire as to the correct motion - to accomplish a desired result, or raise a point of order 

Point of Information - generally applies to information desired from the speaker 

Point of Order - Infraction of the rules, or improper decorum in speaking. Must be raise immediately after the error is made 

Division - calls for a standing vote if there is a disagreement with the Chair’s voice count. Must have 5 members standing for this 

to carry. 

Amend - inserting or striking out words or paragraphs, or substituting whole paragraphs or resolutions 

Withdraw/Modify Motion - applies only after the question is stated; mover can accept an amendment without obtaining the 

floor 

Extend Debate - applies only to the immediately pending questions; extends until a certain time or for a certain time period 

Limit Debate- closing debate at a certain time, or limiting to a certain period of time 

Postpone to a Certain Time - state the time the motion or agenda item will be resumed 

Object to Consideration - objection must be stated before discussion or another motion is stated 

Lay on the Table (Table) - temporarily suspends further consideration/action on pending question; may be made after motion to 

close debate has carried or is pending. This motion, as per Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, may not be used to terminate 

debate on legislation. 

Take from the Table (Un-table) - resumes consideration of item previously “laid on the table” - state the motion to take from 

the table 

Reconsider - can be made on the prevailing side who has changed position or view 

Postpone Indefinitely - kills the question/resolution for this session - exception: the motion to reconsider can be made in this 

session 

Previous Question - closed debate if successful 

Appeal Decision of the Chair - appeal for the assembly to decide-must be made before other business is resumed; NOT 

debatable if relates to decorum, violation of rules, or order of business 

Suspend the Rules - allows a violation of the assembly’s own rules (except Constitution); the object of the suspension must be 

specified.  
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Parliamentary Motions Guide 

Based on Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised 

(11th Edition) 

 

The Motions below are listed in order of precedence. 

Any motion can be introduced if it is higher on the chart than the pending motion. 

You Want To: You Say: Interrupt? 2nd? Debate? Amend? Vote? 

§21 Close meeting I move to adjourn No Yes No No Majority 

§20 Take break I move to recess 

for 

No Yes No Yes Majority 

§19 Register 

complain 

I rise to a question 

of privilege 

Yes No No No None 

§18 Make follow 

agenda 

I call for the 

orders of the day 

Yes No No No None 

§17 Lay aside 

temporarily 

I move to lay the 

question on the 

table 

No Yes No No Majority 

§16 Close debate Move the previous 

question 

No Yes No No 2/3 

§15 Limit or extend 

debate 

I move that debate 

be limited to... 

No Yes No Yes 2/3 

§14 Postpone to a 

certain time 

I move to 

postpone the 

motion to... 

No Yes Yes Yes Majority 

§13 Refer to 

committee 

I move to refer the 

motion to... 

No Yes Yes Yes Majority 

§12 Modify wording 

of motion 

I move to amend 

the motion by... 

No Yes Yes Yes Majority 

§11 Kill main 

motion 

I move that the 

motion be 

postponed 

indefinitely 

No Yes Yes No Majority 

§10 Bring business 

before assembly (a 

main motion) 

I move that (or 

“to”)... 

No Yes Yes Yes Majority 

 

Incidental Motions - no order of precedence. Arise incidentally and decided immediately.  
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You Want To: You Say: Interrupt? 2nd? Debate? Amend? Vote? 

§23 Enforce rules Point of order Yes No No No None 

§24 Submit matter 

to assembly 

I appeal from the 

decision of the 

Chair 

Yes Yes Varies No Majority 

§24 Suspend rules I move to suspend 

the rules which... 

No Yes No No 2/3 

§26 Avoid main 

motion altogether 

I object the 

consideration of 

the question 

Yes No No No 2/3 

§27 Divide motion I move to divide 

the question 

No Yes No Yes Majority 

§29 Demand rising 

vote 

I call for a 

division 

Yes No No No None 

§33 Parliamentary 

Law question 

Parliamentary 

inquiry 

Yes (if 

urgent) 

No No No None 

§33 Request for 

information 

Point of 

information 

Yes (if 

urgent) 

No No No None 

 

Motions That Bring a Question Again Before the Assembly  - no order of precedence. Introduce only when 

nothing else pending. 

You Want To: You Say: Interrupt? 2nd? Debate? Amend? Vote? 

§23 Take matter 

fom table 

I move to take 

from the table... 

No Yes No No Majority 

§24 Cancel or 

change previous 

action 

I move to 

rescind/amend 

something 

previously 

adopted... 

No Yes Yes Yes 2/3 or with 

notice 

§24 Reconsider 

motion 

I move to 

reconsider the 

vote... 

No Yes Varies No Majority 
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TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

Bill 

No. 
Bill Author Delegation Purpose 

17 Elli Porter PC 
To amend SECTION 20-1-15, the statute that bans 

same sex marriage.  

18 Abby Stiver PC 
To hold individuals responsible for harassment and 

stalking behavior longer. 

19 Zoe Montague  PC 
To recognize February as Black History Month for 

the state of South Carolina 

20 Emily Green PC 
To omit blood tests from consideration in implied 

consent cases. 

21 Heyward Nettles PC 
To allow the purchasing and selling of alcohol on 

Sundays. 

22 Ndayishimiye Florence PC To provide Medicaid eligibility for college students. 

23 Gabriella Evans PC 
To increase compulsory attendance age in South 

Carolina high schools to eighteen-years-of age.  

24 Ryan McCall PC 
To regulate smoking in a motor vehicle while a 

minor is present in said vehicle 

25 Ryan McCall PC 
To amend SECTION 20-3-10 to add criminal 

offenses to the list of grounds for divorces with fault 

26 Hunter Popkin PC To Implement Automatic Voter Registration  

27 Madison Lord PC 
To require college instructors to take a course about 

suicide and depression awareness for tenure 

28 Gavin James PC 
To reform laws placed upon tattoo businesses and 

their location  

29 Hunter Popkin PC 
To make the tampering of birth control of any kind 

punishable as sexual assault. 

30 Zoe Montague PC To allow for comprehensive sexual health education 

31 Adam Ballew Clemson 

To provide incentives for recycling and buying 

items with less packaging and make the cost of trash 

collection dependent on the weight of each 

resident’s trash 

32 Caroline Webb Clemson 
To make it mandatory to report lost or stolen 

firearms 

33 Hayley Flower Clemson 

To have South Carolina be carbon neutral and 

increase the amount of energy that comes from 

renewable energy by 2050. 

35 Jordan Lester Clemson 

To amend state law regarding Solid Waste 

Management to reduce the amount of solid waste 

accepted from other states to be disposed of in South 

Carolina landfills 

38  Katie Walter Clemson 
To change the South Carolina voter registration laws 

to allow same day voter registration. 
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39 Macay Stephens Clemson 

To prevent cities throughout the state from creating 

city ordinances that limit rental occupant capacity in 

zoned residential districts. 

40 Matthew Haase Clemson To impose an excise tax on all e-liquids. 

41 Shania Green Clemson 

To shield the name of a law enforcement officer 

who is involved in a critical incident until an 

investigation is complete 

42 Kei’Yona Jordan FMU To improve student aid in schools. 

43 Alexis Evans FMU 
To make medical billing in South Carolina more 

predictable for the patient. 

45 
Hunter Britt & Kamal 

Fambare 
FMU To reduce carbon emission 

46 Christina Mueller USC 

To add Section 48-39-281 to the South Carolina 

Code of Laws, 1976, so to recognize wetlands as a 

separate critical area and outline a management plan 

modeled after current coastal zone, tideland, and 

beach/dune system plans with the goal of 

preservation and regulation of utility. 

48 Robert D. Cathcart III USC 
To sell Santee Cooper and to ensure that its 

customers receive better service. 

49 Andrew Thiel USC 

To ensure the safety of the public by prohibiting the 

use of headgear by public transportation operators 

by amending Section 56-5-2920 of the 1976 Code to 

include wearing headgear by a driver of public 

transportation as a reckless act. 

50 Felicity Ropp USC 

To eliminate dark money spending and increase 

transparency in South Carolina’s election process by 

amending Section 8-13-1300 of the 1976 Code to 

provide definitions for “independent expenditure 

committee” and “election communication”; and to 

amend Article 13, Chapter 13, Title 8, Relating to 

campaign practices, to provide for disclosures and 

disclaimer by independent expenditure committees’ 

election communications. 

53 Jackson Ignotz USC 

To not allow the expungement of any domestic 

violence convictions. To not allow the expungement 

for possession with intent to distribute of any 

Schedule I Schedule II drugs. To decrease the 

waiting period for expungement of any conviction 

for possession of a controlled substance. 

55 Jacob Vining USC 

To call for a Constitutional Convention for South 

Carolina Student Legislature, to be held in Spring 

2020. 

56 Jacob Vining USC 
To have Spring Session 2020 occur on a Thursday, 

Friday, and Saturday. 
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57 Judson Childress USC 

To promote economic accountability and 

transparency in South Carolina State Agencies as 

well as the South Carolina State Government as a 

whole by adding Section 11-7-65 to the South 

Carolina Code of Laws. In response to calls for 

expanding the state budget, legislators increased the 

budget dramatically. Government accountability 

and transparency to the taxpayers must follow this 

dramatic increase. This bill aims to keep the 

government and its agencies accountable for its 

spending while increasing efficiency through 

suggestions 

of independent auditors contracted to investigate and 

audit state agencies and ultimately give excess funds 

back to the taxpayers.  

59 Kaitlyn Dirr USC 

A bill to amend Section 56-5-990, Code of Laws of 

South Carolina, 1976 relating to certain pedestrian 

control signals, to provide that for pedestrian 

crosswalks an audial component be added for the 

safety of visually impaired citizens. 

61 Landon Rishe  USC 

An act to amend section 44-95-20, Code of Laws of 

South Carolina, 1976 relating to the prohibition of 

smoking in public indoor areas except where a 

smoking area is designated, so as to include in the 

prohibition all public indoor areas. 

63 Zach Koval USC 

To amend the code of laws of South Carolina, 1976, 

by adding section 47-1-180 to prohibit a person 

convicted of animal cruelty from adopting animals. 

64 Michael Kelly  CSU 
To relieve the tax burden on the South Carolina 

Residents. 

65 Blair Price CSU 
To encourage college students to register and vote in 

Presidential elections. 

66 Marisa Thomas CSU 
To develop Interstate 95 into at least a three-lane 

highway throughout South Carolina. 

67 Jeremy Thomas CSU 
To ensure that all South Carolina’s roads are 

adequately funded. 

68 Matthew Germroth CSU 

To further protect 2nd Amendment rights of South 

Carolina citizens and maintain out ability to field a 

militia. 

69 Anna Weeks CSU To improve county elections in South Carolina 

70 Rachel Metzger CSU 

To raise the fine for use of a wireless electronic 

communication device while operating a motor 

vehicle. 

71 Kyle Addy  CSU 
To provide Sign Language as an alternative foreign 

language for students. 
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72 Luke Maybin CSU 
To promote safer use of vessels in the state of South 

Carolina. 

73 Brandon Diehl CSU 

To allow the concealed carry of legally owned 

handguns with a permit in churches or religious 

sanctuaries unless explicitly prohibited by the head 

of the church or religious sanctuary 

74 Colin Keoghan CCU 

To implement ranked-choice voting in all state and 

federal elections in South Carolina excluding 

presidential elections. 

84 Corey Wallace CCU 

To increase the amount of education fee waivers 

public universities are allowed to give out from four 

percent of the undergraduate student body 

population to ten percent. 

85 Dylan Campbell CCU 
To prohibit wearing headphones while operating a 

motor vehicle. 

86 Fabiola Burgos Santiago CCU 
To prohibit people from swimming near or around 

boat launches. 

87 Jimmy Lawler CCU 

To protect personal liberties on the roadways by 

specifying and raising the standards through which 

an officer may perform a traffic stop and search of a 

motor vehicle. 

89 Lukas Little CCU 

To require every racetrack in South Carolina to have 

at least two paramedics present during each of its 

public events. 

91 Margaret Sheridan CCU 
To ban drivers from using hand-held cellular 

devices while operating motor vehicles. 

92 Aryn Akerberg BJU To improve financial benefits available to families. 

94 Ryan Parimi BJU 

TO PROTECT TEACHERS IN SOUTH 

CAROLINA PUBLIC SCHOOLS FROM UNJUST 

DISMISSAL 

97 Ben Mills BJU 
To recognize the rights of South Carolina citizens to 

bear arms. 

101 Carson McQuaid BJU 
To require background checks for private party gun 

sales. 

103 Carter Henderson BJU 
To provide that the cumulative maximum annual 

credit amounts are increased. 

105 Joey Kauffman BJU 
To protect the future of South Carolina from the 

harmful effects of tobacco. 

108 Judah Smith BJU 
TO IMPROVE HEALTH CARE COVERAGE FOR 

WORKING SOUTH CAROLINA CITIZENS. 

111 Nathan Swaim BJU To foster technological growth in South Carolina 

113 Regan Musselman BJU To increase wildlife conservation in South Carolina 

115 Sarah Rumpf BJU 

To protect religious non-profit child placement 

agencies in South Carolina by protecting religious 

liberties. 

117 Savvy Seiber BJU To help prevent the abuse of prescription drugs. 
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118 
Brooke Weathers & 

Trey Watts 
Erskine 

To reclassify Marijuana and THC from Schedule I 

substances to more appropriate schedules 

122 Caroline Woolard Erskine To lessen the burden of diabetes in South Carolina. 

124 
Mikayla Glenn & 

Elizabeth Schneider 
Erskine To amend Section 38-93-40. 

126 Imani Parks-Williams Erskine 

To restrict the ability of licensed contractors to 

endanger the health, safety, and welfare of the 

public. 

128 Leigh Pendergrass Erskine To make the process of piercings safer. 

130 Malaysya Zeinelabdin  Erskine 
To allow physician assisted suicide otherwise 

known as “Death with Dignity”. 

132 
Tanner Frye & Noah 

Jordan 
Erskine 

To create an official calendar for South Carolina 

more reasonably suited to the needs and preferences 

of the individual and the society as a whole than the 

current (and virtually unchallenged) paradigm, 

based on an eight-day week. 

134 Roberto Monzalvo Erskine 

To consider allowing DACA students to be eligible 

of receiving in-state tuition rates and fees at public 

institutions of higher education and for state-

supported scholarships and grants. 

135 Tome Filkov II Erskine 
To attempt to lower the Obesity Percentage in the 

State of South Carolina. 

137 John J. Acker IV Citadel 
The South Carolina Civil Asset Forfeiture 

Protection Act 

139 Jonah Burriss Citadel 
To educate millennials on the importance of 

managing their own assets. 

140 Samuel Little Citadel 
To extend the length of the School year from 180 to 

200 days 

141 Robert Ruble Citadel 
To repeal all non-medical exemptions from 

vaccination requirements for children 

143 Daniel Wilkes Citadel 

TO AMEND SECTION 53-5-10 IN CHAPTER 5 

OF TITLE 53 IN THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE 

OF LAWS. 

145 Harrison Wedgeworth Citadel 

To adjust South Carolina Code Section 16-3-655 to 

account for second degree sexual misconduct and 

raise the offense to the first degree 

146 Connor Thomas Citadel 
To provide notice of voting rights to persons 

released from local jails. 

 

Bill Numbers above correlate directly with the first page of the bill in this book. 

 

Bill Book Published by Delaney Atkinson on October 30, 2019. 
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Bills for Discussion 1 

 2 

A Bill 3 

Presented by Elli Porter 4 

Presbyterian College  5 

 6 

Purpose: To amend SECTION 20-1-15, the statute that bans same sex marriage.  7 

 8 

Whereas, South Carolina prohibits same sex marriage 9 

 10 

Whereas,  the supreme court ruled that Obergefell v. Hodges, legal case in which the U.S. 11 

Supreme Court ruled (5–4) on June 26, 2015, that state bans on same-sex 12 

marriage and on recognizing same-sex marriages duly performed in other 13 

jurisdictions are unconstitutional  14 

 15 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 16 

assembled the following: To amend SECTION 20-1-15 17 

 18 

Section I: For the purposes of this bill: 19 

A)‘Same Sex Marriage ’ shall be defined as: a legal marriage between 2 people of 20 

the same sex.  21 

 22 

Section II: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 23 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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A Bill 1 

Presented By Abby Stiver 2 

Presbyterian College 3 

 4 

Purpose: To hold individuals responsible for harassment and stalking behavior longer. 5 

 6 

Whereas, Currently, South Carolina law states that someone is guilty of a felony for stalking 7 

or harassment if they have previous convictions within the past ten years, 8 

 9 

Whereas, other states implement stricter laws and give a more narrow definition of stalking, 10 

which also include laws regarding online stalking and harassment. 11 

 12 

Whereas,        South Carolina should create laws that more adequately meet the actions of 13 

stalking and harassment in today’s times. 14 

 15 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 16 

assembled the following:  17 

 18 

Section I: Amend S.C. Code Ann. § 16-3-1730 Subsection C by extending the time that 19 

requires a felony conviction based on previous stalking and harassment 20 

convictions from ten to twenty years, so that people are responsible for their past 21 

actions longer. 22 

 23 

Section II:  Create laws that will address online stalking and harassment behaviors that are 24 

present in today’s times and categorize them as a felony conviction.  25 

 26 

Section III: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 27 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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A Bill 1 

Presented By Zoe Montague 2 

Presbyterian College 3 

 4 

Purpose:  To recognize February as Black History Month for the state of South Carolina.   5 

 6 

Whereas,  The month of February is recognized federally as National African American 7 

History Month . 8 

 9 

Whereas,  African Americans are the second largest racial demographic group in South 10 

Carolina at 27.1 percent of the population. 11 

 12 

Whereas,  The history of Black Americans in South Carolina is an important aspect of the 13 

social and political culture of present day South Carolina. 14 

 15 

Whereas,  Black Americans have suffered the effects of racial discrimination and prejudice 16 

throughout America’s history from slavery, reconstruction, and the Jim Crow era, 17 

to today. 18 

 19 

Therefore,  Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 20 

assembled the following:  21 

 22 

Section I:  Section 53-3-250 shall be added to the South Carolina Code of Laws as follows: 23 

The month of February of every year is designated "Black American History 24 

Month" in South Carolina in order to recognize Black Americans for their many 25 

contributions to our State and nation. 26 

 27 

Section II: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 28 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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A Bill 1 

Presented by Emily Green 2 

Presbyterian College 3 

 4 

Purpose: To omit blood tests from consideration in implied consent cases 5 

 6 

Whereas, The Exclusionary Rule of the Fourth Amendment protects citizens from 7 

potentially unjust law enforcement practices by requiring any illegally obtained 8 

evidence to be excluded from trial consideration; and, 9 

 10 

Whereas, The Supreme Court decided in Birchfield v. North Dakota, 136 S. Ct. 2160 (U.S. 11 

2016) that a breath test, but not a blood test, could be administered in drunk 12 

driving cases under implied consent statutes; and, 13 

 14 

Whereas, In Missouri v. McNeely, 569 U.S. 141 (U.S. 2013), the United States Supreme 15 

Court ruled that natural blood dissipation was not an exigent circumstance; and, 16 

 17 

Whereas, Warrants are required in implied consent cases if a motorist does not knowingly 18 

consent; and, 19 

 20 

Whereas, Motorists have the refusal rights regardless of their conscious state; and, 21 

 22 

Whereas, Intrusive blood tests taken on unconscious suspects stand in violation of the 23 

Exclusionary Rule. 24 

 25 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 26 

assembled the following:  27 

 28 

Section I: Amend Section 56-5-2950 by omitting any reference of blood tests, therefore 29 

deeming it unacceptable for police officers to order a blood test on unconscious 30 

motorists. 31 

 32 

Section II: For the purposes of this bill: 33 

A) ‘Unconscious’ shall be defined as: any person who is unable to respond to his 34 

or her surroundings and lacks the ability to control his or her emotions and 35 

behavior. 36 

 37 

Section III: Amend subsection (A) to read, “ If the person is physically unable to provide an 38 

acceptable breath sample because the person has an injured mouth, is unconscious 39 

or dead, or for any other reason considered acceptable by the licensed medical 40 

personnel, the arresting officer may not request a blood sample to be taken unless 41 

provided with verbal consent from the accused.  42 

 43 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect on January 1st of 2020. 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill 1 

Presented By Heyward Nettles 2 

Presbyterian College 3 

 4 

Purpose:  To allow the purchasing and selling of alcohol on Sundays. 5 

 6 

Whereas, Most counties in South Carolina allow the purchase of alcohol on Sundays but 7 

there are still some that don’t. 8 

  9 

Whereas, There is still a statewide ban on the selling and purchasing of alcohol on Sunday. 10 

SECTION 61-6-4160 11 

 12 

Whereas, South Carolina has a 6.00% sales tax on alcohol, this would make the state more 13 

money. 14 

 15 

Whereas, The money gained from the sale of alcohol can be put toward public education 16 

and infrastructure of the State of South Carolina.  17 

 18 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 19 

assembled the following:  20 

 21 

Section I: Amend South Carolina law section 61-6-4160 22 

 23 

Section II:      Establishments would still have the option to not sell alcohol on Sundays but this 24 

would allow the option for stores and restaurants to accumulate more money. 25 

 26 

Section III:    This bill would allow all counties in South Carolina to sell alcohol in 27 

establishments with alcohol licenses. 28 

 29 

Section IV:     The sales tax revenue accumulated from the alcohol sales on Sunday would go 30 

towards South Carolina education and infrastructure.  31 

 32 

Section V: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 33 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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A Bill 1 

Presented By Ndayishimiye Florence 2 

Presbyterian College 3 

 4 

Purpose:        To provide Medicaid eligibility for college students  5 

 6 

Whereas, Most college students have never had a job, therefore are not able to afford 7 

insurance 8 

 9 

Whereas, With students living on campus there are potential health risks because new living 10 

environments creates building grounds for bacteria and viruses  11 

 12 

Whereas,       The Affordable Health Care Act allows students to stay on their families’ 13 

insurance until age 26, but it does not help those with families that are 14 

unemployed or cannot afford coverage. 15 

 16 

Whereas, There is the added risk of unexpected injury or illness that may affect their ability 17 

to remain in school and progress toward graduation.  18 

 19 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 20 

assembled the following:  21 

 22 

Section I: Add to Section 44-6-155 which has the Medicaid Expansion fund that states who 23 

qualifies to receive funds for Medicaid coverage.  24 

 25 

Section II: Insert the following language: 26 

(4) Medicaid coverage to college students with income below federal poverty 27 

guidelines 28 

 29 

Section V: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 30 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill 1 

Presented by Gabriella Evans 2 

Presbyterian College 3 

 4 

Purpose: To increase compulsory attendance age in South Carolina high schools to 5 

eighteen-years-of age.  6 

 7 

Whereas, The current compulsory attendance in the state of South Carolina is seventeen-8 

years-old, the state should take into consideration the effect of the dropout on the 9 

pupil, 10 

 11 

Whereas, The current high school dropout age is seventeen-years of age as of this age most 12 

pupils are of the status of juniors or seniors, 13 

 14 

Whereas, The low dropout rate in South Carolina, the employment rate would increase due 15 

to the rise in quality workers; and, 16 

 17 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 18 

assembled the following:  19 

 20 

Section I: Amend Section 59-65-10 (F) as follows: 21 

A child who has reached the age of sixteen years and whose further attendance in 22 

school, vocational school, or available special classes is determined by a court of 23 

competent jurisdiction to be disruptive to the educational program of the school, 24 

unproductive of further learning, or not in the best interest of the child, and who is 25 

authorized by the court to enter into suitable gainful employment under the 26 

supervision of the court until age seventeen  eighteen is attained. However, prior 27 

to being exempted from the provisions of this article, the court may first require 28 

that the child concerned be examined physically and tested mentally to assist the 29 

court to examination and testing must be conducted by the Department of Youth 30 

Services or by any local agency which the court determines to be appropriate. The 31 

court shall revoke the exemption provided in this item upon finding that the child 32 

fails to continue in his employment until reaching the age of seventeen eighteen 33 

years.   34 

 35 

Section II: For the purposes of this bill: 36 

   A)‘Pupil’ shall be defined as: a student in secondary school.  37 

 38 

Section III: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020, after passage by the General 39 

Assembly and signature of the Governor.  40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill 1 

Presented by Ryan McCall 2 

Presbyterian College 3 

 4 

Purpose:  To regulate smoking in a motor vehicle while a minor is present in said vehicle. 5 

 6 

Whereas,   Children exposed to secondhand smoke are more prone to bronchitis, pneumonia,  7 

and Asthma; and, 8 

 9 

Whereas,  Second hand smoking around young children can lead to sudden infant death  10 

Syndrome, lower respiratory illnesses, and middle ear disease; and, 11 

 12 

Whereas, Secondhand smoke can be considered child abuse since it is knowingly and  13 

repeatedly exposing children to known carcinogens and harmful chemicals. 14 

 15 

Therefore,  Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session  16 

assembled the following:  17 

 18 

Section I: For the purposes of this bill:  19 

 20 

A.)“Secondhand smoke” is defined as the smoke from the end of a tobacco 21 

product and the smoke exhaled from the individual smoking. 22 

 23 

Section II: Amend Title 44 health 44-95-70 24 

 25 

Section III: This bill would impose a fine for any found guilty of smoking inside of a private  26 

vehicle with a minor present windows up or down. 27 

 28 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020, after passage by the General 29 

Assembly and signature of the Governor.  30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill 1 

Presented by Ryan McCall 2 

Presbyterian College 3 

 4 

Purpose: To amend SECTION 20-3-10 to add criminal offenses to the list of grounds for  5 

divorces with fault 6 

 7 

Whereas, An individual should have the right to have a divorce with fault with a significant  8 

other if he or she is convicted of a crime 9 

 10 

Whereas, A crime of any severity can seriously impact a marriage and is due to the actions  11 

of one partner in the marriage and therefore should be grounds for fault divorce 12 

 13 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session  14 

assembled the following: To amend SECTION 20-3-10 15 

 16 

Section I:  For the purposes of this bill: 17 

A.) “Fault divorce” shall be defined as a divorce where one party is accusing the 18 

other of a fault which led the marriage to be incompatible 19 

B.) “Criminal offense” shall be defined as either a misdemeanor or a felony 20 

Section II: Insert the language in SECTION 20-3-10 21 

  6) criminal convictions. 22 

 23 

Section III: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020, after passage by the General 24 

Assembly and signature of the Governor.  25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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A Bill 1 

Presented By Hunter Popkin  2 

Presbyterian College 3 

 4 

Purpose: To Implement Automatic Voter Registration  5 

 6 

Whereas, The easier it is for people to vote the higher the voter turnout will be.  7 

 8 

Whereas, Reducing the barriers to register vote allows more citizens to exercise their 9 

political rights.  10 

 11 

Whereas,        Countries with automatic voter registration have a higher turnout than those 12 

without. 13 

 14 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 15 

assembled the following:  16 

 17 

Section I: Amend section 7-5-120 to say (A) Every citizen of this State and the United 18 

States will automatically be registered to vote in the State if they meet the 19 

following qualifications: 20 

 21 

Section II:  This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 22 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 



 

 

Fall 2019  SCSL 

27 

A Bill 1 

Presented by Madison Lord 2 

Presbyterian College 3 

 4 

Purpose: To require college instructors to take a course about suicide and depression 5 

awareness for tenure 6 

 7 

Whereas, To provide more educational awareness for depression and suicide and, 8 

 9 

Whereas, According to americashealthrankings.org, the suicide rate in young adults has 10 

increased over the last few years and, 11 

 12 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 13 

assembled the following:  14 

 15 

Section I: Section 59-26-110 of the 2012 Code is amended to add higher education 16 

requirements to read: 17 

A.) Beginning with the 2013-2014 school year, the Department of Education shall 18 

require two hours of training in youth suicide awareness and prevention as a 19 

requirement for the renewal of credentials of individuals employed in a 20 

middle school or high school as defined in Section 59-1-150. The required 21 

training shall count toward the one hundred twenty renewal credits specified 22 

in Department of Education regulations for renewal of credentials. Higher 23 

education instructors are required to have two hours of training in youth 24 

suicide awareness and prevention as a requirement for tenure. Higher 25 

education instructors are defined by any professor, and adjunct professor.  26 

 27 

Section II: As for the payment of the classes is concerned, the state will pay for these classes, 28 

by raising the tax on firearms to 15 percent.   29 

 30 

Section III: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020, after passage by the General 31 

Assembly and signature of the Governor.  32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Gavin James 2 

PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 3 

 4 

Purpose:  To reform laws placed upon tattoo businesses and their location  5 

 6 

Whereas, South Carolina prohibits the grant of a permit or license to tattoo shops that are 7 

within 1,000 feet of a church, school or playground.  8 

 9 

Whereas, This creates a limitation to business opportunities of tattoo artists and their shops; 10 

and 11 

 12 

Whereas,  It’s difficult for tattoo shops to open in a highly populated area that may be full of 13 

schools, churches and playgrounds; and  14 

 15 

Whereas, Tattoo shops and their workers have less of an opportunity for business and 16 

revenue in comparison to other everyday businesses; and 17 

 18 

Whereas,  It’s not logical to think that a tattoo shop 1,001 feet away from schools, churches 19 

and playgrounds would be any less influential.  20 

 21 

Therefore,  Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 22 

assembled the following: 23 

 24 

Section I:  The South Carolina code of law section 44-34-110 be altered to state “The 25 

department may grant or issue a license to a tattoo facility, regardless of location 26 

in relation to a church, playground or school.  27 

  28 

Section II: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020, after passage by the General 29 

Assembly and signature of the Governor.  30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill 1 

Presented By Hunter Popkin 2 

Presbyterian College 3 

 4 

Purpose: To make the tampering of birth control of any kind punishable as sexual assault. 5 

 6 

Whereas, To tamper with another person’s contraceptive is an invasion of another person's 7 

privacy and trust. 8 

 9 

Whereas, This act goes against the wishes of one party and consent is no longer able to be 10 

given because of the breach of trust.  11 

 12 

Whereas, This act is dangerous and deceiving to sexual partners because it could result in 13 

 transmission of an STD.  14 

 15 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 16 

assembled the following:  17 

 18 

Section I: Add section 16-3-760 to the South Carolina Code of Laws to read: 19 

 20 

Section II:  A) For the purpose of this section: 21 

 22 

Section III: 1) “Tampering” refers to making a contraceptive device unfunctional.  23 

 24 

Section IV:  B) Those who have been found to have tampered with the contraceptive of their 25 

sexual partner without their partner’s knowledge will be prosecuted with the same 26 

severity as sexual assault. 27 

 28 

Section V: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 29 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 



 

 

Fall 2019  SCSL 

30 

A Bill 1 

Presented By Zoe Montague 2 

Presbyterian College 3 

 4 

Purpose:  To allow for comprehensive sexual health education.   5 

 6 

Whereas,  It is required in the SC Code of Laws that every student go through sexual 7 

education courses between kindergarten and eighth grade. 8 

 9 

Whereas, Whereas sex and sexual acts fall on a wide scale. 10 

 11 

Whereas,  Students may engage in sexual acts that differ from the heterosexual acts that are 12 

taught in current sex education classes. 13 

 14 

Whereas, Knowledge of how to stay healthy in any sort of sexual encounter is crucial to 15 

help prevent the spread of STIs  16 

 17 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 18 

assembled the following:  19 

 20 

Section I:  Section 59-32-30-5, which reads “The program of instruction provided for in this 21 

section may not include a discussion of alternate sexual lifestyles from 22 

heterosexual relationships including, but not limited to, homosexual relationships 23 

except in the context of instruction concerning sexually transmitted diseases” 24 

shall be removed from the South Carolina Code of Laws. 25 

 26 

Section II: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 27 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Adam Ballew  2 

Clemson University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To provide incentive for recycling and buying items with less 5 

packaging and make the cost of trash collection dependent on the weight of each 6 

resident’s trash.  7 

  8 

Whereas, Recycling cuts down on the amount of raw material needed to create new 9 

products, lessening the overall impact on natural resources, and sends less 10 

material to landfills; and  11 

  12 

Whereas,        The EPA estimates that 75% of the American waste stream is recyclable, but we 13 

only recycle about 30% of it; and  14 

  15 

Whereas, We generate 21.5 million tons of food waste each year, and if we composted that 16 

food, it would reduce the same amount of greenhouse gas as taking 2 million cars 17 

off the road; and  18 

  19 

Whereas, Without Recycling, nonbiodegradable materials will continue to fill landfills 20 

which takes years to decompose; and  21 

  22 

Whereas,        The Container Recycling Institute (CRI) estimates that the 36 billion aluminum 23 

cans landfilled last year had a scrap value of more than $600 million.  24 

  25 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 26 

assembled the following:   27 

  28 

Section I: To be added to Title 48: Environmental Protection and Conservation  29 

  30 

Section II: For the purposes of this bill:  31 

A. Less pollution and more money and energy saved from recycling.  32 

  33 

B. Shall clean the environment and make it a healthy and better place to live.  34 

  35 

C. Preservation of natural resources.  36 

  37 

Section III: This bill will go into effect upon passage by the General Assembly and the 38 

signature of the Governor.  39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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 1 

A Bill  2 

Presented by Caroline Webb  3 

Clemson University  4 

  5 

Purpose: To make it mandatory to report lost or stolen firearms   6 

  7 

Whereas, In the Charleston area, hundreds of guns have been stolen from vehicles, and this 8 

number is only increasing from year to year from 266 in the first 7 months of 9 

2016 to 372 in 2019, bringing the total number of stolen guns between these years 10 

to 1,293 ; and,  11 

  12 

Whereas, Hundreds of thousands of guns are stolen from gun owners each year, with 1 gun 13 

being stolen from its owner every 2 minutes; and,  14 

  15 

Whereas, When crime guns were traced, South Carolina ranked 6th out of 51 US 16 

jurisdictions for interstate gun trafficking; and,  17 

  18 

Whereas, When crime guns seized in the United States were traced, interstate gun 19 

traffickers had sourced their weapons from South Carolina at a rate of 33.020 per 20 

100,000 inhabitants; and,  21 

  22 

Whereas,        In their 'A-F' State Scorecard of US gun laws, the Law Center to Prevent Gun 23 

Violence ranked South Carolina as ‘F’; and,  24 

  25 

Whereas, Massachusetts, Ohio, District of Columbia which have immediate reporting and 26 

New York and Rhode Island which have 24 hour reporting each rank 48th, 27th, 27 

51st, 49th, and 44th respectively in terms of supplying crime guns to other states  28 

  29 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 30 

assembled the following:   31 

  32 

Section I: To be added to South Carolina law under Section 23-31-380  33 

  34 

Section II: For the purposes of this bill:  35 

A. Firearms shall be defined as “any weapon (including a starter gun) which 36 

will or is designed to or may readily be converted to expel a projectile by the 37 

action of an explosive;   38 

  39 

  40 

Section III: South Carolina will implement into law the provision that all firearms that are lost 41 

or stolen must be reported to law enforcement within 14 days of discovering the 42 

missing firearm and failure to do so may result in a fine up to $1000  43 

  44 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect 6 months after passage by the General Assembly and 45 

signature by the Governor  46 
 47 
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A Bill   1 

Presented by Hayley Flower  2 

Clemson University  3 
 4 

Purpose: To have South Carolina be carbon-neutral and increase the amount of 5 

energy that comes from renewable energy by 2050.  6 
 7 

Whereas, Nine states and Washington DC have passed laws committing to 50% or 8 

more renewable energy; and,  9 
  10 

Whereas, Creating green energy industries in South Carolina can create new jobs and 11 

bring in more jobs to the state; and,  12 
 13 

Whereas, States who have developed green energy markets have seen economic 14 

growth; and,  15 
 16 

Whereas, Only two fifths of South Carolina’s energy comes from coal or natural gas, and;  17 
 18 

Whereas,  There is a limited amount of non-renewable energy resources, and,   19 
 20 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 21 

here assembled the following:  22 
 23 

Section I, To be added to Title 48, Chapter 52 as Article 13, Section 48-52-930.  24 
 25 

Section II, Definitions to be used for the remainder of the bill  26 

a. SCC- Social Cost of Carbon  27 

b. CCS- Carbon Capture and Sequestration Technology   28 

c. Renewable energy- is energy produced from sources that do not deplete or 29 

can be replenished within a human's life time.  30 

 31 

Section III, Eliminate the use of coal and natural gas by 2050 or Switch to CSS  32 

a. Add a charge of $48 per ton of carbon used in the state of South 33 

Carolina based on the SCC. This will increase by 4% annually.  34 

b. The money raised from the SCC is to be used to invest in renewable 35 

energies in the state by the State Energy Office.   36 

a. All companies will start two years after passage of the bill with 85% of 37 

their energy used being able to come from natural gas without CCS this will 38 

decrease by 5% annually for the first six years. Then it will decrease by 5% 39 

for every two years.  40 

b. Companies who go over their allotted will be fined an additional twice the 41 

current SCC based on how much they went over.   42 

c.  43 

Section IV,  Invest in renewable energy:  44 

a. The money from the fines and from the SCC is to be invested into 45 

renewable energy sources in the state, by the State Energy Office.  46 

b. Companies producing renewable energies are eligible to apply to receive 47 

the revenue from the SCC and fines.  48 
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c. Companies producing renewable energies will receive a tax break of 1 

5% the first five years they are open  2 

d. Companies who are no longer using coal or natural gas before 2050 will 3 

receive a tax break of 5% until 2050.  4 

 5 

Section V, This bill will go into effect upon passage by the General Assembly and 6 

the signature of the Governor.  7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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An Amendment  1 

Presented By Jordan Lester  2 

Clemson University   3 

  4 

Purpose: To amend state law regarding Solid Waste Management to reduce the amount of 5 

solid waste accepted from other states to be disposed of in South 6 

Carolina landfills.  7 

  8 

Whereas,  In 2017, 515,995 tons of solid waste was imported into South Carolina from out 9 

of state; and,  10 

  11 

Whereas, In 2017, 4,621,183 tons of municipal solid waste was generated in South 12 

Carolina; and,  13 

  14 

Whereas, In 1991, it was predicted that most of the permitted landfill capacity within the 15 

state would be used within the next 10 years; and,  16 

  17 

Whereas,  Current South Carolina law makes it difficult for many regions within the state to 18 

refuse waste from outside sources,  19 

  20 

Whereas, Tourism is South Carolina's number one industry: the state cannot afford to 21 

continue being known as the nation's dumping ground.  22 

  23 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 24 

assembled the following:   25 

  26 

Section I: To amend Section 44-96-240, Findings; purposes., as follows:  27 

  28 

(A) The General Assembly finds that:  29 

  30 

(1) South Carolina is generating increasingly large volumes of solid waste which 31 

may pose a threat to human health and safety and to the environment if not 32 

properly managed or if managed in facilities inadequately designed and operated 33 

to ensure protection of human health and safety and the environment.  34 

  35 

(2) Many communities are managing solid waste in existing facilities not 36 

designed and operated with technology and engineering controls that are 37 

adequately protective of the environment.  38 

  39 

(3) A number of new solid waste management facilities will have to be 40 

established in coming years to replace older facilities as they reach capacity or as 41 

they are required to close because they cannot meet new state or federal 42 

regulatory requirements.  43 

  44 
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(4) It is the policy of the State of South Carolina to protect human health and 1 

safety and the environment from the effects of improper or inadequate solid waste 2 

management.  3 

  4 

(5) Legislation is needed to establish an adequate regulatory framework for the 5 

siting, design, construction, operation, and closure of solid waste management 6 

facilities in order to provide protection for human health and safety and for the 7 

environment.  8 

  9 

(6) A regional approach to the establishment of solid waste management facilities 10 

should be strongly encouraged in order to provide solid waste management 11 

services in the most efficient and cost-effective manner and to minimize any 12 

threat to human health and safety or to the environment.  13 

  14 

(B) It is the purpose of this article to:  15 

  16 

(1) regulate solid waste management facilities other than hazardous waste 17 

management facilities subject to the South Carolina Hazardous Waste 18 

Management Act, infectious waste management facilities subject to the South 19 

Carolina Infectious Waste Management Act, and radioactive waste facilities 20 

subject to the South Carolina Atomic Energy and Radiation Control Act and other 21 

federal and state laws; and  22 

  23 

(2) ensure that all solid waste management facilities in this State are sited, 24 

designed, constructed, operated, and closed in a manner that protects human 25 

health and safety and the environment.  26 

  27 

(3) place a tonnage fee of no less than $300 per each ton of solid waste 28 

accepted into South Carolina from outside of state lines:  29 

  30 

(a) this minimum price point is to remain consistent with inflation over time;  31 

  32 

(b) all revenue generated from this fee will go to the Department of Health 33 

and Environmental Control to promote a clean environment in South 34 

Carolina.  35 

  36 

Section II: To amend Section 44-96-260, Powers and duties of the department., as follows:  37 

  38 

To carry out the purposes and provisions of this article, the department is 39 

authorized to:  40 

  41 

(1) promulgate such regulations, procedures, or standards as are necessary to 42 

protect human health and safety or the environment from the adverse effects of 43 

improper, inadequate, or unsound management of solid waste;  44 

  45 
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(2) issue, deny, revoke, or modify permits, registrations, or orders under such 1 

conditions as the department may prescribe, pursuant to procedures consistent 2 

with the South Carolina Administrative Procedures Act, for the operation of solid 3 

waste management facilities;  4 

  5 

(3) establish, by regulation, and collect reasonable registration and permit fees to 6 

assist in defraying the costs of the department's solid waste regulatory programs;  7 

  8 

(4) conduct inspections, conduct investigations, obtain samples, and conduct 9 

research regarding the operation and maintenance of any solid waste management 10 

facility;  11 

  12 

(5) enter into agreements, contracts, or cooperative arrangements, under such 13 

terms and conditions as the department determines appropriate, with other state, 14 

federal, or interstate agencies, counties, municipalities, educational institutions, 15 

other local governments, and local health departments, consistent with the 16 

purposes and provisions of this article;  17 

  18 

(6) receive financial and technical assistance from the federal government or 19 

private entities;  20 

  21 

(7) cooperate with private organizations and with business and industry in 22 

carrying out the provisions of this article;  23 

  24 

(8) establish qualifications for, and provide certification programs for, operators 25 

of landfills and other solid waste management facilities;  26 

  27 

(9) establish and carry out an appropriate statewide educational program to inform 28 

local governments and private entities of the requirements of this article; and  29 

  30 

(10) encourage counties and municipalities to pursue a regional approach to solid 31 

waste management within a common geographical area.  32 

  33 

(11) enforce the strict guidelines of a minimum of $300 per ton of solid waste 34 

accepted from outside of South Carolina state lines for the purpose of being 35 

stored in or disposed of in landfills or dumping sites. Any individual/ 36 

organization caught in violation of these guidelines will be punished with a 37 

fine of no less than $1,500 per ton of waste: repeat offenders will be 38 

punished with a fine of no less than $15,000 per ton of waste.  39 

  40 

Section III: This amendment will go into effect upon passage by the General 41 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.    42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Katie Walter  2 

Clemson University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To change the South Carolina Voter Registration Laws to allow same day voter 5 

registration.   6 

  7 

Whereas, Seventeen states, including California, North Carolina, Maryland, and in addition 8 

the District of Columbia allow day of voter registration; and;   9 

  10 

Whereas, There are studies that prove that day of registration increases voter turnout in the 11 

states it has been enacted in, with increases usually between 3 and 7 percent; and,  12 

  13 

Whereas, Many states have reported that instead of running up additional costs, day of 14 

registration usually just requires rearranging where money is spent; and,  15 

  16 

Whereas, South Carolina allowing day of voter registration will prevent the 17 

disenfranchising of those who are not aware of the laws that their state has, or are 18 

unable to take time from working or supporting a family to register to vote.  19 

  20 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 21 

assembled the following:   22 

  23 

Section I: To be added to Title 7: Chapter 5, Section 7-5-150  24 

  25 

Section II: Election books shall stay open indefinitely so that voters are able to register the 26 

day of an election. In order to register, a voter must show a valid ID and proof of 27 

residence.   28 

  29 

Section III: This amendment will go into effect upon passage by the SC Student Legislature 30 

and the signature of the Governor.  31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Macay Stephens  2 

Clemson University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To prevent Cities throughout the state from creating city ordinances that limit 5 

rental occupant capacity in zoned residential districts.   6 

  7 

Whereas, Cities like, Clemson, Clinton, Columbia, and others have created city ordinances 8 

that limit the number of unrelated occupants that can live together in a single 9 

house in residential zoned districts; and,  10 

  11 

Whereas, These ordinances limit housing option for residents of South Carolina; and,  12 

  13 

Whereas, The ordinances were initially put in place to prevent the formation of brothels but 14 

are now used to prevent citizens of South Carolina from renting houses zoned in a 15 

residential district; and,  16 

  17 

Whereas, This is a form economic discrimination as not everybody can afford to own a 18 

home thus limiting the options for citizens of the state of South 19 

Carolina searching for a home.   20 

  21 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 22 

assembled the following:   23 

  24 

Section I: To be added to Title 27: Chapter 30: Article 1: Section 27-30-130  25 

  26 

Section II: To eliminate “unrelated occupant” limits in residential zones.  27 

  28 

Section III: This bill will go into effect upon the passage by General Assembly and the 29 

signature of the Governor.   30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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E-Liquid Excise Tax   1 

Presented By Matthew Haase  2 

Clemson University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To impose an excise tax on all e-liquids.   5 

  6 

Whereas, E-liquid products have been shown through research to contain harmful 7 

substances that can cause serious health risks, to include cancer and deadly 8 

respiratory illnesses; and,  9 

  10 

Whereas, There are currently 3.62 million confirmed high school and middle school 11 

children using e-liquid products; and,   12 
  13 

Whereas, Eleven other states are currently taxing e-liquids; and,  14 

  15 

Whereas, Applying an excise tax on e-liquid products will reduce the accessibility of a 16 

product that with limited research has been shown to have dangerous and 17 

potentially life-ending side effects.  18 

  19 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 20 

assembled the following:   21 

  22 

Section I: Title 12 Chapter 21 Article 5 title shall be changed to read Tobacco, E-liquid, 23 

Ammunition, and Playing Cards.  24 

  25 

Section II: To be added to Title 12 Chapter 21 Article 5 Section 12-20-630  26 

  27 

Section III: For the purposes of this bill:  28 

A. The term e-liquid includes: a substance that: (1) may or may not contain 29 

nicotine; (2) is intended to be vaporized and inhaled using a vapor product; and 30 

(3) is a legal substance under the laws of this State and the laws of the United 31 

States of America.  32 

  33 

Section IV: An excise tax will be placed at the rate of $0.03 per milliliter sold.   34 

  35 

Section V: The revenue for this fund will be allocated as follow:  36 

(A) $500,000 will be used for the funding of research into the effects of e-liquids.  37 

(B) $150,000 will be used for training and curriculum in public schools of South 38 

Carolina on the effects of e-liquids.  39 

(C) All remaining revenue will be used for the South Carolina education budget 40 

the following year of revenue collection.  41 

  42 

Section VI:  This bill will go into effect 1 January 2020, after passage by the General 43 

Assembly and signature of the Governor.   44 

 45 

 46 

 47 
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A Bill.   1 

Presented by Shania Green 2 

Clemson University   3 

  4 

Purpose: To shield the name of a law enforcement officer who is involved in a critical 5 

incident until an investigation is complete.  6 

  7 

Whereas, This helps protects their personal privacy and public image; and,  8 

  9 

Whereas, Such critical incidents are defined as involving the use of a dangerous weapon 10 

by a law officer against a person that causes injury to any person; the fatal injury 11 

to any person except the officer resulting from the use of a motor vehicle by the 12 

officer; the death of a person who is in law enforcement custody, but not     13 

including a death resulting from disease or other natural causes; a fatal injury to a 14 

person resulting from the efforts of an officer trying to prevent a person’s escape   15 

from custody, making an arrest or otherwise gaining physical control of a person; 16 

and,  17 

  18 

Whereas, Police officer will be held accountable by law enforcement agency only until 19 

investigation successfully complete.  20 

  21 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 22 

assembled the following:   23 

  24 

Section I: All law enforcement officer who are involved in any critical incident, name 25 

will be shield until completion of investigation.  26 

  27 

Section II: For the purposes of this bill: Better protect law enforcement officers from being 28 

wrongfully accused.    29 

  30 

Section III: Over 60% of police officers involved in critical incidents have been found 31 

innocent of committing any crimes.   32 

  33 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect upon passage by the General Assembly and the 34 

signature of the Governor.   35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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      A Bill 1 

     Presented By  Kei’Yona Jordan 2 

           Francis Marion University 3 

 4 

 Purpose:  To improve student aid in schools. 5 

 6 

Whereas,  Some schools do not provide a sufficient amount of services to  7 

   ensure that students reach their full potential  8 

 9 

Whereas,  It has been proven that school social workers ensure the welfare  10 

  and provide the necessary resources   11 

 12 

 Whereas,  Most educators do not have the skill set or resources to help  13 

   students the way a social worker can  14 

 15 

 Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular  16 

   session here assembled the following:  17 

 18 

 Section I:  Add Section 59-21-770. State aid authorized for employment of  19 

   school social workers: 20 

 21 

The State Superintendent of Education is hereby authorized and directed to pay 22 

State aid to any county or school district in South Carolina employing a school 23 

social worker under conditions as set forth in this article. 24 

 25 

 Section II:  Add Section 59-21-780. Social Workers shall have  26 

   certificates: 27 

All school social workers employed by the counties or school districts shall have 28 

a valid certificate issued by the State Board of Education according to regulations 29 

established by the Board. 30 

 31 

 Section III: For the purpose of this bill the following terms should be defined  32 

   as follows:  33 

 34 

Aid: Help or support (someone or something) in the achievement  35 

   of something, in the context that it is in direct connection with the  36 

   academic performance of the student. 37 

 38 

  Social worker- a work carried out by trained personnel with the  39 

  aim of alleviating the conditions of those in need of help or  40 

  welfare. 41 

 42 

 Section IV: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the  43 

General Assembly and the signature of the Governor.  44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill 1 

Presented by Alexis Evans 2 

Francis Marion University 3 

 4 

 Purpose: To make medical billing in South Carolina more predictable for the 5 

    patient. 6 

 7 

 Whereas, South Carolina does not prohibit surprise, or, balance billing; and, 8 

 9 

 Whereas, Surprise billing leaves patients with unexpected medical costs; and, 10 

 11 

 Whereas, Out of network providers are not included in all insurance policies 12 

    accepted by the healthcare institution; and,  13 

 14 

 Whereas, 21 states have passed laws regarding surprise billing; and, 15 

 16 

 Whereas, Florida passed a bill prohibiting out of network bills to patients in 17 

    healthcare facilities, when unable to receive treatment from 18 

    in-network providers; and, 19 

 20 

 Whereas, The College of American Pathologists advocates for adequate  21 

   coverage of services from in-network providers at healthcare  22 

   facilities; and, 23 

 24 

 Whereas, Six states have a comprehensive approach, requiring a dispute  25 

   resolution period between providers and insurers; and, 26 

. 27 

 Whereas, New York has enacted the resolution policy and said policy has  28 

   been very effective. 29 

 30 

 Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular  31 

   session assembled the following:  32 

 33 

 Section I: Let it be added to the South Carolina Code of Laws  Title  34 

   38-71-1721 to require a resolution period between providers and  35 

   insurers prior to medical procedures or services that include out of  36 

   network providers. 37 

 38 

 Section II: For the purposes of this bill the following terms shall be defined as  39 

   follows: 40 

 41 

  A) Resolution period: A discussion between healthcare providers and out of  42 

  network insurance companies, of adequate length, to agree on billing the  43 

  patient an amount less than what the patient would have owed from out of  44 

  network service.    45 
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 B) Out of Network: A provider who does not have a contract with the 1 

patient’s insurance.  2 

 3 

 Section III: This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2020, after passage by  4 

   the General Assembly and signature of the Governor. 5 

 6 
  7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill 1 

Presented By Hunter Britt and Kamal Fambare 2 

Francis Marion University 3 

  4 

Purpose:    To reduce carbon emission. 5 

  6 

Whereas,  That the global annual average surface temperature has increased  7 

  by 1°C  within the last century, and is predicted to rise another 2°C  8 

  by the end of the century, if adequate precautions are not taken.  9 

 10 

Whereas,  Most of the greenhouse gases and carbon emissions are caused by  11 

  humans. 12 

 13 

Whereas,   Sea-levels are expected to rise 7-8 inches by 2050. 14 

 15 

Whereas,  An increase in global temperature affects agricultural productivity,  16 

  energy use, human health, water resources, infrastructure, natural  17 

  ecosystem, and many other essential aspects of society and the  18 

  natural environment. 19 

 20 

Whereas,     Rises in sea-level will threaten coastal cities throughout South Carolina. 21 

 22 

Whereas, Electric cars help to reduce carbon emission as they do not burn  23 

  any fossil fuels. 24 

 25 

Therefore,  Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular  26 

  session here assembled the following: 27 

 28 

Section I:   Add section D(1) Section 12-63-20 to read: 29 

D(1) Receive twenty-five cents per kilowatt-hour (kwh) for every kilowatt used 30 

to charge your vehicle every year for 5 years, The incentive payment extends for  31 

  five years, or five years from the date of vehicle purchase. 32 

 33 

Section II:   For the purposes of this bill the following terms shall be defined as  34 

  follows: 35 

   36 

Carbon Emissions:  the release of carbon into the atmosphere Kilowatt hour: a 37 

unit of work or energy equal to that expended by one kilowatt in one hour or to 38 

3.6 million joules.  39 

 40 

Section III:   This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the  41 

  General Assembly and the signature of the Governor.  42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Christina Mueller  2 

University of South Carolina, The State’s Flagship University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To add Section 48-39-281 to the South Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, so to 5 

recognize wetlands as a separate critical area and outline 6 

a management plan modeled after current coastal zone, tideland, and beach/dune 7 

system plans with the goal of preservation and regulation of utility.   8 

  9 

Whereas, In light of the recent rollback of the “Waters of the United 10 

States Rule,” administered under the Clean Water Act (1972), wetlands are left 11 

without explicit protection,  12 

  13 

Whereas, 42 U.S. states have wetland program plans recognized by the Environmental 14 

Protection Agency; the state of South Carolina does not have a comprehensive 15 

wetland program plan,  16 

  17 

Whereas, Wetlands account for 23.4% of the state,  18 

  19 

Whereas, The Coastal Tidelands and Wetlands Act (1977) of South Carolina does vaguely 20 

include coastal wetlands, however, there is no acknowledgement of inland 21 

wetland systems.  22 

  23 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 24 

assembled the following:   25 

  26 

Section I: For the purposes of this bill:  27 

A. “Wetland” means area that is inundated or saturated by surface or ground 28 

water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support a prevalence of vegetation 29 

typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include 30 

swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas (Clean Water Act, Section 404),  31 

  32 

Section II: In accordance with the responsibilities allocated in Section 48-39-50, under the 33 

Department of Health and Environmental Control, the Department of Natural 34 

Resources is to develop a comprehensive management plan; enforce the rules and 35 

regulations promulgated by the department; apply for, accept, and expend 36 

financial assistance from public and private sources; and to examine, modify, 37 

approve, or deny applications for permits for activities;   38 

  39 

Additional support and collaboration is to be provided by other state agencies, 40 

coastal regional councils of government, local governments, federal agencies and 41 

other interested parties,  42 

  43 

Section III: In recognition of its stewardship responsibilities, the policy of South Carolina is 44 

to:  45 

  46 
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(1) protect, preserve, restore, and enhance wetlands, the highest and best uses of 1 

which are declared to provide:  2 

  3 

(a) filtration of surface water contributing to water quality control;  4 

  5 

(b) an acting buffer zone and drainage area for flooding;  6 

  7 

(c) an environment which harbors natural beauty and enhances the well-being of 8 

the citizens of this state and its visitors;  9 

  10 

(d) natural habitat for indigenous flora and fauna including endangered species;  11 

  12 

(e) valuable biological, ecological, and geological research sites;  13 

  14 

(2) create a comprehensive, wetland management plan and require local 15 

comprehensive wetland management plans for the protection, preservation, 16 

restoration, and enhancement of the wetland system.   17 

  18 

(3) promote carefully regulated alterations as a means of wetland preservation and 19 

restoration where economically feasible;  20 

  21 

(4) promote environmental education through public outreach programs;  22 

  23 

(5) involve local governments in long-term comprehensive planning and 24 

management of the wetland system in which they have a vested interest;  25 

  26 

(6) establish procedures and guidelines for the emergency management of the 27 

wetland system following a significant storm event.  28 

  29 

  30 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 after passage by the General 31 

Assembly and signature of the Governor.  32 

   33 

  34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 

 47 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Robert D. Cathcart III  2 

South Carolina’s Flagship University, The University of South Carolina  3 

  4 

Purpose: To sell Santee Cooper and to ensure that its customers receive better service.  5 

  6 

Whereas, Santee Cooper has failed at its primary purpose, which is to provide inexpensive 7 

electricity to its consumers; and  8 

  9 

Whereas, The State of South Carolina has been involved in the electricity business through 10 

Santee Cooper for almost one hundred years; and  11 

  12 

Whereas, It is time for the state of South Carolina to leave the electric business and allow a 13 

private entity take control of Santee Cooper; and,  14 

  15 

Whereas,  Central Electric Cooperative of South Carolina is qualified and ready to take over 16 

management of Santee Cooper; and,  17 

  18 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 19 

assembled the following:   20 

  21 

Section I: For the purposes of this bill:  22 

A) Central Electric Cooperative is defined as:  “a not-for-profit generation and 23 

transmission cooperative headquartered in Columbia, South Carolina. It was 24 

created in 1948 and is owned by its Members - the twenty distribution 25 

cooperatives of South Carolina.”  26 

  27 

  28 

Section II: In order for Central Electric Cooperative to manage Santee Cooper, they shall pay 29 

five (5) billion dollars to the State of South Carolina.  30 
 31 

Section III: Central Electric Cooperative shall create a separate Electric Cooperative for the 32 

Santee Cooper region, and it must have locally elected board members, and its 33 

own staff and management.  34 

  35 

Section IV: When the Electric Cooperatives return capital credits to customers in Santee 36 

Cooper’s region, they must pay half of these capital credits to the state of South 37 

Carolina.  38 

  39 

Section V: Central Electric Cooperative shall retain control over all of Santee Cooper’s 40 

transmission lines and distribution centers.  41 

  42 

Section VI: This bill will go into effect on the 1st of January 2020 after passage by the General 43 

Assembly and signature of the Governor."  44 

 45 

 46 

 47 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Andrew Thiel  2 

University of South Carolina, The State’s Flagship University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To ensure the safety of the public by prohibiting the use of headgear by public 5 

transportation operators by amending Section 56-5-2920 of the 1976 Code to 6 

include wearing headgear by a driver of public transportation as a reckless act.  7 

  8 

Whereas, Wearing earbuds or headphones while driving increases cognitive distraction 9 

level, creating additional dangers on our roadways; and,  10 

  11 

Whereas, Distracted hearing could impact your level of concentration and prevent you from 12 

hearing the sirens of approaching emergency vehicles, and even background noise 13 

like horns or railroad warnings, putting road users at risk; and,  14 

  15 

Whereas, Wearing earbuds also increases risk factors on the road if worn over or in both 16 

ears. Many models have noise cancellation acoustical technology, which may lead 17 

one to miss important cues for driving safely; and,  18 

  19 

Whereas, It is imperative that drivers do everything within their power to avoid actions and 20 

activities that hamper their ability to “hear” potential danger and to respond 21 

accordingly.  22 

  23 

Whereas, A driver is not only putting his or her life at risk, but also impacting the potential 24 

survivability of riders; operators of public transportation should always maintain 25 

concentration in order to ensure the safety of those onboard.  26 

  27 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 28 

assembled the following:   29 

  30 

Section I: For the purposes of this bill:  31 

A) ‘Headgear’ shall be defined as: A headset, headphones, earbuds, or other 32 

headgear designed for receiving sound and transmitting sound to the driver. 33 

Exceptions include headgear for safety (including a headset built into a 34 

motorcycle helmet), law enforcement purposes, or for helping improve hearing 35 

ability.  36 

  37 

Section II: Wearing headgear in both ears simultaneously for the purposes of receiving or 38 

listening to broadcasts or reproductions from radios, tape decks, or other sound-39 

producing or transmitting devices, by the operators of public transportation 40 

services is not permitted while driving.  41 
 42 

Section III: This act shall go into effect on the 1st of January, 2020 after passage by the 43 

General Assembly and signature of the Governor. 44 

 45 

 46 

 47 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by FELICITY ROPP  2 

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA, THE STATE’S FLAGSHIP UNIVERSITY  3 

  4 

Purpose: To eliminate dark money spending and increase transparency in South Carolina’s 5 

election process by amending Section 8-13-1300 of the 1976 Code to provide 6 

definitions for “independent expenditure committee” and “election 7 

communication”; and to amend Article 13, Chapter 13, Title 8, Relating to 8 

campaign practices, to provide for disclosures and disclaimer by independent 9 

expenditure committees’ election communications.  10 

  11 

Whereas, South Carolina is one of only three states that does not track any third-party 12 

spending in its elections; and,   13 

  14 

Whereas, In South Carolina’s 2018 elections, twenty-one outside groups spent over $6 15 

million in an advertisement blitz, supporting and attacking candidates for school 16 

board, general assembly, governor, and Congress; and,  17 

  18 

Whereas, These groups’ donors are unknown, and South Carolina’s current laws do 19 

not require independent expenditure committees to report their sources of funding 20 

to the State Ethics Commission; and,  21 

  22 

Whereas, South Carolina’s voters deserve to know who is spending money to 23 

influence their elections.  24 

  25 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 26 

assembled the following:   27 

  28 

Section I: Article 13, Chapter 13, Title 8 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:  29 

  30 

"Section 8-13-1375.    (A)    Independent expenditure committees shall disclose 31 

the following information concerning contributions to the committee related to 32 

election communications:  33 

  34 

(1)    the full name, mailing address, occupation and employer, if any, of each 35 

person who has made aggregate contributions during the reporting period of one 36 

thousand dollars or more;  37 

  38 

(2)    the aggregate amount of the contributions for all reporting periods for each 39 

person identified in item (1);  40 

  41 

(3)    each loan received from a person during the reporting period, together with 42 

the name, mailing address, occupation and employer, if any, of the lender and 43 

endorser, if any, and the date and amount of each loan;  44 

  45 
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(4)    an account of proceeds that total one thousand dollars or more per person 1 

made at fundraising events sponsored by the independent expenditure committee; 2 

and  3 

  4 

(5)    the total sum of contributions received or designated for the committee 5 

during the reporting period.  6 

  7 

(B)    Independent expenditure committees must disclose the following 8 

information concerning expenditures related to election communications:  9 

  10 

(1)    the full name, address, occupation and principal place of business, if any, of 11 

each person to whom expenditures have been made during the reporting period, 12 

including the amount, date, and purpose of each expenditure and the total amount 13 

of expenditures made to each person;  14 

  15 

(2)    the full name, mailing address, occupation and principal place of business, if 16 

any, of each person to whom an expenditure for personal services, salaries, and 17 

reimbursed expenses has been made during a reporting period, including the 18 

amount, date, and purpose of that expenditure and the total amount of 19 

expenditures made to each person;  20 

  21 

(3)    the total sum of expenditures made during the reporting period;  22 

  23 

(4)    the name and address of each political committee or candidate to which the 24 

independent expenditure committee made a transfer of funds, together with the 25 

amount and dates of all transfers;  26 

  27 

(5)    the name of any person to whom a loan was made during the reporting 28 

period, including the full name, mailing address, occupation and principal place of 29 

business, if any, of that person, and the full names, mailing addresses, occupations 30 

and principal places of business, if any, of the endorsers, if any, and the date and 31 

amount of each loan;  32 

  33 

(6)    the amount and nature of debts and obligations owed by an independent 34 

expenditure committee; and  35 

  36 

(7)    any other information required by the State Ethics Commission necessary to 37 

fully disclose the disposition of funds used to make expenditures as provided by 38 

regulation.  39 

  40 

(C)    Independent expenditure committee election communications as provided in 41 

Section 8-13-1300(36)(b), (c), and (d) must contain the committee's name and 42 

address in a legible, conspicuous location, and election communications as 43 

provided in Section 8-13-1300(36)(a) must contain the name of the committee 44 

clearly spoken so as to identify accurately the committee and its address.  45 

  46 
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(D)    An independent expenditure committee must maintain records required by 1 

this section for four years.  2 

  3 

(E)    Disclosures required pursuant to this section must be filed with the State 4 

Ethics Commission on the same schedule as campaign reports pursuant to Section 5 

8-13-1308."  6 

  7 

Section II: Section 8-13-1300 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 245 of 2008, is 8 

further amended by adding items (35) and (36) at the end to read:  9 

  10 

"(35)    'Independent expenditure committee' means two or more individuals, or a 11 

person other than an individual who is not organized or operating for the primary 12 

purpose of supporting or opposing candidates or ballot measures or influencing 13 

the outcome of an election, that engages in election communications in excess of 14 

five hundred dollars during an election cycle.  15 

  16 

(36)    'Election communication' means the following forms of communication to 17 

support or oppose a clearly identified candidate or ballot measure, or to influence 18 

the outcome of an election:  19 

  20 

(a)    a paid advertisement broadcast over radio, television, cable, or satellite;  21 

  22 

(b)    a paid placement of content on the Internet or other electronic 23 

communication network;  24 

  25 

(c)    a paid advertisement published in a newspaper, in a periodical, or on a 26 

billboard; or  27 

  28 

(d)    a mailing or other printed materials."  29 

  30 

Section III: If any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or 31 

word of this act is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such 32 

holding shall not affect the constitutionality or validity of the remaining portions 33 

of this act, the General Assembly hereby declaring that it would have passed this 34 

act, and each and every section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, 35 

clause, phrase, and word thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more 36 

other sections, subsections, paragraphs, subparagraphs, sentences, clauses, 37 

phrases, or words hereof may be declared to be unconstitutional, invalid, or 38 

otherwise ineffective.  39 

  40 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020, after passage by the General 41 

Assembly and signature of the Governor.  42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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An Amendment of Sections 22-5-910 and 22-5-930  1 

Presented by Jackson Ignotz  2 

University of South Carolina  3 

  4 

Purpose: To not allow the expungement of any domestic violence convictions. To not allow 5 

the expungement for possession with intent to distribute of any Schedule 6 

I Schedule II drugs. To decrease the waiting period for expungement of any 7 

conviction for possession of a controlled substance.  8 

  9 

Whereas, Recidivism rates for felons convicted of domestic violence may be as high 10 

as 65.5%.  11 

  12 

Whereas, 60% of women who have secured protective orders report being stalked.  13 

  14 

Whereas, Men with criminal records account for 34% of all non-working men aged 25 15 

to54.  Many of these convictions are for drug possession.  16 

  17 

Whereas, 70,237 people died from drug overdoses in the U.S. in 2017.  18 

  19 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 20 

assembled the following:  21 

  22 

Section I: Section 22-5-910 is amended to read:  23 

  24 

(B)Following a conviction for domestic violence in the third degree pursuant to 25 

Section 16-25-20(D), or Section 16-25-20(B)(1) as it existed before June 4, 2015, 26 

the defendant after five years from the date of the conviction, including a 27 

conviction in magistrates or general sessions court, may apply, or cause someone 28 

acting on his behalf to apply, to the circuit court for an order expunging the 29 

records of the arrest and conviction and any associated bench warrant.  30 

  31 

Section II: Section 22-5-920 is amended to read:  32 

  33 

(A)     Following a first offense conviction for either simple possession of a 34 

controlled substance under Article 3, Chapter 53, Title 44 or unlawful possession 35 

of a prescription drug under Section 40-43-86(EE), including those charges for 36 

which the person would now be eligible for a conditional discharge pursuant to 37 

Section 44-53-450, the defendant after three years one year from the date of the 38 

completion of the sentence, including probation and parole, for this conviction, 39 

and including a conviction in magistrates or general sessions court, may apply, 40 

or cause someone acting on his behalf to apply, to the circuit court for an order 41 

expunging the records of the arrest and conviction and any associated bench 42 

warrant.  43 

  44 

(B).     Following a first offense conviction for possession with intent to distribute 45 

a controlled substance under Article 3, Chapter 53, Title 44, the defendant after 46 
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twenty years from the date of the completion of any sentence, including probation 1 

and parole, for a drug conviction or any felony conviction may apply, or cause 2 

someone acting on his behalf to apply, to the circuit court for an order expunging 3 

the records of the arrest and conviction and any associated bench warrant.  4 

  5 

(C)     If the defendant had no other convictions, to include out-of-state 6 

convictions, during the three-year one-year period as provided in subsection (A) 7 

or no other drug conviction or felony conviction during the twenty-year period as 8 

provided in subsection (B), the circuit court may issue an order expunging the 9 

records including any associated bench warrant.  10 

  11 

  12 

Section III: This bill will go into effect on January 1, 2020, after passage by the General 13 

Assembly and signature of the Governor  14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 
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A Resolution  1 

Presented by Jacob Vining  2 

University of South Carolina, The State’s Flagship University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To call for a Constitutional Convention for South Carolina Student Legislature, to 5 

be held in Spring 2020.   6 

  7 

Whereas, Frequently members of this body have highlighted the inconsistencies and issues 8 

our Constitution has; and,  9 

  10 

Whereas, One at a time resolutions and amendments have not sufficed in resolving the big 11 

inconsistencies the Constitution has; and,  12 

  13 

Whereas, The body of members of SCSL should have an active role in shaping the 14 

Constitution and subsequent future of SCSL.  15 

    16 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 17 

assembled the following:   18 

  19 

Section I: General Session of Spring 2020 is to be entirely a Constitutional Convention for 20 

the purposes of rewriting the SCSL Constitution.  21 

  22 

Section II: The Convention rules will be established by a Constitutional Convention 23 

Committee, made up of the Governor (who will chair the committee), Lt. 24 

Governor, Speaker of the House, Senate President Pro Tempore, and all 25 

Delegation Chairs  26 

  27 

Section III: The Committee will establish the Governing Rules of the Convention.  These 28 

rules must be debated and voted on during the first day of Spring Session.  A 29 

majority vote of the member body will approve the rules.    30 

  31 

Section IV: This resolution will go into effect at the adjournment of Fall Session 2019.   32 

   33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Resolution  1 

Presented by Jacob Vining  2 

University of South Carolina, The State’s Flagship University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To have Spring Session 2020 occur on a Thursday, Friday, and Saturday  5 

  6 

Whereas, We are all still full time undergraduate students; and,  7 

  8 

Whereas, Not all SCSL schools are able to excuse absences from class; and,  9 

  10 

Whereas, Missing three days of class puts students behind more than what is necessary; 11 

and,  12 

  13 

Whereas, There is an ability to make sure the maximum amount of students can attend 14 

Spring Session.  15 

  16 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 17 

assembled the following:   18 

  19 

Section I: Session for Spring 2020 will occur over a Thursday, Friday, and Saturday  20 

  21 

Section II: If Coastal Carolina University is unable to secure a location that will 22 

accommodate Thursday-Saturday, Delegation Chairs will submit proposals to the 23 

EC to host Spring Session at their respective College or University.  The EC will 24 

then select, in their best judgement, a proposal on where Spring Session will be 25 

held.    26 

  27 

Section III: This resolution will go into effect at the adjournment of Fall Session 2019.   28 

  29 

   30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Judson Childress  2 

The University of South Carolina, The State’s Flagship University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To promote economic accountability and transparency in South Carolina State 5 

Agencies as well as the South Carolina State Government as a whole by adding 6 

Section 11-7-65 to the South Carolina Code of Laws. In response to calls for 7 

expanding the state budget, legislators increased the budget 8 

dramatically. Government accountability and transparency to the taxpayers must 9 

follow this dramatic increase. This bill aims to keep the government and its 10 

agencies accountable for its spending while increasing efficiency through 11 

suggestions of independent auditors contracted to investigate and audit 12 

state agencies and ultimately give excess funds back to the taxpayers.  13 

  14 

Whereas, The 2019-2020 state budget totals at $29.8 billion – a 19% increase over last 15 

year’s spending and the largest budget in state history; and,  16 

  17 

Whereas, In 2019, South Carolina received the 12th most federal funding by state ($5,008 18 

per capita); and,  19 

  20 

Whereas, In 2016, South Carolina spent the 31st most average funds per pupil in public 21 

schools, yet was ranked in 2017 as the sixth worst state for public education 22 

(45th  overall) by a U.S. News & World Study.  23 

  24 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 25 

assembled the following:   26 

  27 

Section I: South Carolina Code of Laws Section 11-7-65:  28 

Independent Performance Auditing   29 

For the purposes of this section:  30 

A. A ‘Performance Audit’ shall be composed of economy and efficiency 31 

audits.   32 

  33 

B. ‘Economy and Efficiency Audits’ shall be defined as determining…  34 

1. whether the entity is acquiring, protecting, and using its resources (such as 35 

personnel, property, and space) economically and efficiently  36 

2. the causes of inefficiencies or uneconomical practices  37 

3. whether the entity has complied with laws and regulations concerning 38 

matters of economy and efficiency.   39 

C.  “Largest state agencies’ shall be defined as the largest agencies in 40 

spending.  41 

  42 

Section II: Beginning with the 2021-2022 fiscal year, in addition to his/her normal duties, the 43 

State Auditor will be required by law to contract independent performance audits 44 

of the ten largest state agencies. The independent auditor will investigate one 45 

agency per fiscal year, submitting one audit report to the State Auditor at the end 46 
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of each fiscal year, who will then publicly publish the report before submitting the 1 

findings to the Governor.  2 

  3 

Section III: After the findings of the auditor for the tenth and final agency is reported to the 4 

Governor, the new ten largest agencies shall be determined at the start of the 5 

decade, and a new auditing contract shall be selected by the State Auditor for the 6 

next 10 fiscal years. The same performance auditing process will 7 

begin immediately, following the same progression- one agency per fiscal year for 8 

ten years, with the one report submitted to the State Auditor at the end 9 

of each fiscal year.  10 

  11 

Section IV: Tax Rebates  12 

For the purposes of this section:  13 

A. A ‘Tax Rebate’ shall be defined as a sum of money deducted from the 14 

citizens’ taxes for the next fiscal year by the Governor and Legislature due to an 15 

excess in funds in the previous fiscal year.  16 

  17 

Section V: Upon the submission of the independent audit to the Governor (preceded by 18 

publication), the Governor will then analyze the audit’s findings and based on the 19 

report, adjust state funding for the agency audited in the next state budget. The 20 

excess spending determined from the report will be cut.  21 

  22 

Section VI: The audit will produce excess funds and cut excess spending by the government 23 

through its programs. Once the determined excess is cut and the independent 24 

auditor is paid his or her percentage, the Governor will then authorize 25 

the distribution of the remaining funds back to the citizens of South Carolina 26 

through state income tax rebates which shall be issued by the nearest tax return.  27 

  28 

  29 

Section VII: Auditor Payment  30 

The auditing firm contracted by the State Auditor shall be paid 5% of the excess 31 

funds found through the audit before the Governor issues the rest of the funds to 32 

citizens through tax rebates.  33 

  34 

Section VIII: In the event that there are no excess funds:  35 

• the independent auditor sill be paid by the Discretionary Fund  36 

• a new auditor will not be hired for the next ten-year cycle.   37 

• After the ten-year cycle without an independent audit ends, a new auditor 38 

will be selected for the next fiscal year, and the program will proceed 39 

as written.  40 

  41 

Section IX: This bill will go into effect on January 1st, 2021 after the passage of the General 42 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.  43 

 44 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Kaitlyn Dirr  2 

University of South Carolina: The Flagship University of South Carolina  3 

  4 

Purpose: A bill to amend Section 56-5-990, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, relating 5 

to certain pedestrian control signals, to provide that for pedestrian crosswalks an 6 

audial component be added for the safety of visually impaired citizens.   7 

  8 

Whereas, A National Institutes of Health (NIH) study has found that 6 percent of Americans 9 

aged 12 and older are visually impaired; and,  10 

  11 

Whereas, In 2016, 5,987 pedestrians were killed in traffic crashes in the United States; and,  12 

  13 

Whereas, At a location with little vehicular traffic, even if pedestrians who are blind know 14 

there is a pushbutton and use it, they may not be able to detect the onset of the 15 

walk interval if there is no through traffic on the street parallel to their crossing; 16 

and,  17 

  18 

Whereas, The lack of familiar engine sounds with the rise in the number of hybrid 19 

cars jeopardizes the safety of blind and visually impaired pedestrians, as well as 20 

bicyclists, runners, small children, and the elderly.  21 

  22 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 23 

assembled the following:   24 

  25 

Section I: Section 56-5-990 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:   26 

"Section 56-5-990.     27 

(A)    Whenever special pedestrian control signals exhibiting the words or 28 

symbols for 'Walk' or 'Wait' 'Don't Walk' are in place such signals shall indicate as 29 

follows:   30 

(1)    'Walk' indicates that a pedestrian facing such signal may proceed 31 

across the roadway in the direction of the signal and shall be given the 32 

right of way by the drivers of all vehicles; and   33 

(2)    'Wait' 'Don't Walk' indicates that no pedestrian shall start to cross the 34 

roadway in the direction of such signal, but any pedestrian who has 35 

partially completed his crossing on the walk signal shall proceed to a 36 

sidewalk or safety island while the wait signal is showing.   37 

(B)    All special pedestrian control signals exhibiting the words or 38 

symbols for ‘Walk’ or ‘Don’t Walk’ must have a corresponding audial 39 

component that states the condition of the crossing at the changing of a 40 

signal, as well as upon pressing a pedestrian cross button.  41 

  42 

Section II: For the purposes of this bill:  43 

A)‘Visually Impaired’ shall be defined as: having a decreased ability to see to a 44 

degree that causes problems not fixable by usual means, such as glasses; a best 45 

corrected visual acuity of worse than 20/40.  46 
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  1 

Section V: This bill will go into effect January 1st, 2022  2 

   3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Landon Rishe  2 

University of South Carolina, the State’s Flagship University  3 

  4 

Purpose: An act to amend section 44-95-20, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, 5 

relating to the prohibition of smoking in public indoor areas except where 6 

a smoking area is designated, so as to include in the prohibition all public indoor 7 

areas.  8 

  9 

Whereas, Cigarette smoking is directly responsible for more than 480,000 deaths per year in 10 

the United States; and  11 

  12 

Whereas, It is estimated that 41,000 annual deaths in the United States are a result of 13 

second-hand smoke; and  14 

  15 

Whereas, South Carolina is one of only 12 states in the United States that has not adopted a 16 

statewide indoor smoking ban; and  17 

  18 

Whereas, 63 counties within South Carolina have already put into place their own indoor 19 

smoking bans.  20 

  21 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 22 

assembled the following:   23 

  24 

Section I: Section 44-95-20 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:  25 

  26 

"Section 44-95-20. It is unlawful for any person to smoke, or possess 27 

lighted smoking material in any form, in the following public indoor areas except 28 

where a smoking area is designated as provided for herein:    29 

(1) public schools, including preschools, except in enclosed private offices and 30 

teacher lounges;  31 

(2) child day care facilities, as defined in Section 20-7-2700, which are licensed 32 

pursuant to Subarticle 11, Article 13, Chapter 7, Title 20;  33 

(3) health care facilities as defined in Section 44-7-130 of the 1976 Code, except 34 

where smoking areas are designated in employee break areas. No section of this 35 

chapter shall prohibit or preclude a health care facility from being smoke free;  36 

(4) government buildings (except health care facilities as provided for herein), 37 

except that smoking shall be allowed in enclosed private offices and designated 38 

areas of employee break areas; provided that smoking policies in the State Capitol 39 

and legislative office buildings shall be determined by the office of government 40 

having control over that area of the buildings. `Government buildings' shall mean 41 

buildings or portions thereof which are leased or operated under the control of the 42 

State or any of its political subdivisions, except those buildings or portions thereof 43 

which are leased to other organizations or corporations;  44 

(5) elevators;  45 

(6) public transportation vehicles, except for taxicabs; and  46 



 

 

Fall 2019  SCSL 

62 

(7) arenas and auditoriums of public theatres or public performing art centers; 1 

except that smoking areas may be designated in foyers, lobbies, or other common 2 

areas; and smoking is permitted as part of a legitimate theatrical performance." all 3 

public indoor areas  4 

  5 

  6 

  7 

Section II: "This act shall go into effect on January 1, 2020 after passage by the General 8 

Assembly and signature of the Governor."  9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Zach Koval  2 

University of South Carolina – The State’s Flagship University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To amend the code of laws of South Carolina, 1976, by adding section 47-1-5 

180 to prohibit a person convicted of animal cruelty from adopting animals.  6 

  7 

Whereas, South Carolina’s laws related to animal cruelty are some of the weakest in the 8 

country; and,   9 

  10 

Whereas, Animal cruelty is still a prevalent issue throughout the United States; and,  11 

  12 

Whereas, South Carolina’s current code of laws do not include punishments for convicted 13 

animal abusers who adopt or purchase a pet; and,  14 

  15 

Whereas, 30 states already have future ownership bans or restrictions for those convicted of 16 

animal cruelty.  17 

  18 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 19 

assembled the following:   20 

  21 

Section I: Section 47-1-180 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:  22 

"Section 47-1-180. A person who is convicted of any violation of this chapter may 23 

not adopt or purchase an animal after the date of the conviction. Any 24 

person violating the provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, 25 

upon conviction, must be punished by a fine not to exceed three hundred dollars 26 

or imprisonment not to exceed thirty days, or both. A person who violates 27 

the provisions of this section must forfeit the adopted or purchased animal 28 

in accordance with the provisions of Section 47-1-170."  29 
 30 

Section II: "This act shall go into effect on January 1, 2020 after passage by the General 31 

Assembly and signature of the Governor."  32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill  1 

By: Michael Kelly  2 

Charleston Southern University   3 

  4 

Purpose:  To relieve the tax burden on the South Carolina Residents   5 

  6 

Whereas,  The citizens of South Carolina have a right to have complete ownership over 7 

their own property; and,  8 

  9 

Whereas,  Amendment 5 of the US Constitution says, “shall not be deprived of property 10 

without due process of law;” and,   11 

  12 

Whereas,  Amendment 5 of the US Constitution further says, “property may not 13 

be taken, without just compensation;” and,   14 

  15 

Whereas,  It is not in the government’s jurisdiction to tax property.   16 

  17 

Therefore,  Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 18 

assembled the following:  19 

  20 

Section I:  Strike Out Title 12, Chapter 37, Article 21, from the South Carolina Code of 21 

Law.  22 

  23 

Section II:  This bill will go into effect on January 1, 2020, upon the signature of the 24 

Governor. 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Blair Price  2 

Charleston Southern University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To encourage college students to register and vote in Presidential elections.  5 

  6 

Whereas, Only 4 colleges in America had Presidential debates leading up to the 2016 7 

election; and,  8 

  9 

Whereas, With certain universities, such as Wright University, Washington, Nevada, and 10 

Longwood hosting debates, college voter turnout rose 3 percent to 48.3% from 11 

45.1%; and,  12 

  13 

Whereas, Which exercised their right to vote presented in Article 1 of the Constitution; 14 

and,  15 

  16 

Whereas, College voter turnout would be higher if more students were informed with easy 17 

access to debate locations.  18 

  19 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 20 

assembled the following:   21 

  22 

Section I: To add to Section 59-157-110 of the South Carolina Code of Laws to read: Allow 23 

Presidential candidates to visit different South Carolina college campus’s for 24 

debates, regardless of university policies.  25 

  26 

Section II: Candidates will be allowed to campaign on college campuses, such as a bus tour.  27 

  28 

Section III: The decision of Presidential candidates to visit or debate is left up to their 29 

respectful parties.  30 

  31 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect on January 1st, 2020 upon passage by the General 32 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.     33 

   34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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A Bill   1 

Presented by Marisa Thomas  2 

Charleston Southern University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To develop Interstate 95 into at least a three-lane highway throughout South 5 

Carolina.    6 

  7 

Whereas, I-95 is a major, if not most important, highway traveling north-south of the 8 

eastern United states; and,   9 

  10 

Whereas, I-95 crosses through 15 different states as well as Washington D.C.; and,   11 

  12 

Whereas, That means it crosses through more states than any other highway in this country 13 

with more branches and longer spurs; and,   14 

  15 

Whereas, I-95 goes from Miami, Florida to Houlton, Maine; and,   16 

  17 

Whereas, It composes almost 200 miles of interstate in the state of South Carolina; and,   18 

  19 

Whereas, Nearly 35,000 vehicles from North Carolina and 43,000 vehicles from Georgia 20 

enter it a day; and,   21 

  22 

Whereas, Most states have anywhere from six to ten lanes of traffic on I-95; and,   23 

  24 

Whereas, In South Carolina, the interstate only has four lanes of traffic except for a 10-mile 25 

stint near Florence, which has six.  26 

  27 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 28 

assembled the following:  29 

  30 

Section I: Add to SECTION 57-5-720: Interstate 95 shall be no smaller than a  three-lane 31 

highway having no fewer than six lanes of traffic.   32 

  33 

Section II: This bill shall go into effect January 1, 2021.  34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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A Bill   1 

Presented by Jeremy Thomas   2 

Charleston Southern University   3 

   4 

Purpose:  To ensure that all south Carolina’s roads are adequately funded.    5 

   6 

Whereas,  25% of C-funds must be spent state roads.   7 

   8 

Therefore,  Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 9 

assembled the following:    10 

   11 

Section I:  Counties will be allowed to spend more of their money the way that best serves 12 

the County and their residents   13 

   14 

Section II:  Counties will have the option to only spend up to 10% of their funds on state 15 

roads   16 

   17 

Section III:  Counties can spend more if the need arises and the county officials approve   18 

   19 

Section IV:  Upon passage this bill will be added to the South Carolina Code of Laws Article 20 

27-Section 12.  21 

   22 

Section V:  This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by 23 

the General Assembly and the signature of the Governor.     24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Matthew Germroth  2 

Charleston Southern University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To further protect the 2nd Amendment rights of South Carolina citizens and 5 

maintain our ability to field a militia.  6 

  7 

Whereas, The current political climate seeks to pose new limits upon our right to bear arms; 8 

and,  9 

  10 

Whereas, One of the most promulgated methods is to institute a “Gun Buy Back” program; 11 

and,  12 

  13 

Whereas, This type of method would not only be unconstitutional and would also severely 14 

hinder any effort to deploy an unorganized state militia as intended in SC 25-1-15 

1890; and,  16 

  17 

Whereas, Such a move by the Federal Government may be grounds for secession from the 18 

Union.  19 

  20 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 21 

assembled the following:   22 

  23 

Section I: Amend Section 23 Chapter 31 of the South Carolina Code of Laws by:  24 

  25 

Inserting Article 2 titled “Propagation of 2nd Amendment Rights”  26 

  27 

Section III: While also adding Section 23-31-90 that will read “South Carolina will not 28 

recognize any form of Federal “Gun Buy Back” program or any other program 29 

that seeks to acquire firearms from its citizens. Furthermore, if such an event were 30 

to occur the South Carolina Legislature will convene in a joint session to discuss 31 

the need for secession from the Union.”  32 

  33 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect on January 1st 2020, upon passage by the General 34 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Anna Weeks  2 

Charleston Southern University   3 

  4 

Purpose: To improve county elections in South Carolina.   5 

  6 

Whereas, The offices of county treasurer, county auditor, and probate judge are limited by 7 

the South Carolina Code of Law; and,  8 

  9 

Whereas, Party is insignificant to the duties of these offices; and,  10 

  11 

Whereas, The electorate will have a better opportunity to elect the better candidate rather 12 

than voting based on party affiliation; and,  13 

  14 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 15 

assembled the following:   16 

  17 

Section I: Rewrite Section 4-9-60 of the South Carolina Code of Law to read the following:  18 

  19 

Under the council, council-supervisor and council-administrator forms of 20 

government provided for in this chapter the county treasurer and the county 21 

auditor shall be elected. The county treasurer and county auditor shall be 22 

nonpartisan offices. Officials serving unexpired terms when a form of government 23 

provided for in this chapter is adopted by a particular county shall continue to 24 

serve until successors are elected and qualify. Under the council-manager form 25 

the county treasurer and county auditor shall serve out their unexpired terms but 26 

shall thereafter be elected or appointed as council shall by ordinance prescribe.  27 

  28 

Section II: Rewrite Section 14-23-30 of the South Carolina code of law to read the 29 

following:  30 

  31 

The judges of the probate court shall be elected by the qualified electors of the 32 

respective counties for the term of four years. The election of judges of the 33 

probate court shall be nonpartisan. The election for such offices shall be held at 34 

each alternate general election, reckoning from the year 1890.   35 

  36 

Section III: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 37 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.    38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Rachel Metzger  2 

Charleston Southern University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To raise the fine for use of a wireless electronic communication device while 5 

operating a motor vehicle.  6 

  7 

Whereas, According to the South Carolina Department of Insurance, South Carolina ranks 8 

third in the nation for having the worst drivers; and,  9 

  10 

Whereas, According to the South Carolina Department of Insurance, South Carolina ranks 11 

seventh in the nation for speeding and careless driving; and,   12 

  13 

Whereas, According to the South Carolina Department of Public Safety, 989 people in 14 

South Carolina were killed from traffic accidents in 2017; and,  15 

  16 

Whereas, According to the South Carolina Department of Public Safety, 60,566 people in 17 

South Carolina were injured in traffic collisions in 2017; and,  18 

  19 

Whereas, According to the South Carolina Department of Public Safety, South Carolina has 20 

had the highest mileage death rate in the nation since at least 1993.  21 

  22 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 23 

assembled the following:   24 

  25 

Section I: Part (D) of Section 56-5-3890 be amended to read: “(D)(1) A person who is 26 

adjudicated to be in violation of the provisions of this section must be fined no 27 

less than one hundred and fifty dollars and no more than one thousand dollars, no 28 

part of which may be suspended.”  29 

  30 

Section II: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 31 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.  32 

  33 

  34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Kyle Addy  2 

Charleston Southern University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To provide Sign Language as an alternate foreign language for students.  5 

  6 

Whereas, Approximately 15% of American adults (37.5 million) aged 18 and over report 7 

trouble hearing; and,  8 

  9 

Whereas, 1% of Americans do not know English; and,  10 

  11 

Whereas, All U.S. States recognize American Sign Language (ASL) as another 12 

language and forty-five of the fifty states, state this in legislation.  13 

  14 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 15 

assembled the following:   16 

  17 

Section I: Add Section 59-29-16 to the South Carolina Code of Laws.  18 

  19 

Section II: Section 59-29-16 Teaching American Sign Language  20 

1. Each school district shall provide American Sign Language (ASL) as an 21 

alternate foreign language class.  22 

2. The State Department of Education shall assist the school districts in 23 

identifying the most appropriate means for integrating this requirement into their 24 

existing curriculums. Additionally, the department, using procedures followed for 25 

other textbook adoptions, shall review and recommend American Sign Language 26 

(ASL) instructional materials for inclusion on the approved state textbook 27 

adoption list. Schools may select these materials in the same manner that other 28 

textbooks are selected from the list.  29 

  30 

Section III: This bill will go into effect immediately upon being passed by the General 31 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.  32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Luke Maybin  2 

Charleston Southern University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To promote safer use of vessels in the state of South Carolina.   5 

  6 

Whereas, there are approximately 534,726 registered boats in the state of South Carolina; 7 

and,  8 

  9 

Whereas, navigational aids established by the USCG have reflective surfaces; and,  10 

  11 

Whereas,        there are no requirements requiring vessels under 12 meters (which defines most 12 

recreational vessels) to have forward white lighting; and,  13 

  14 

Whereas, without proper visibility, and with increase of recreational boating, the waterways 15 

of South Carolina are an unsafe.  16 

  17 

Therefore, be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 18 

assembled the following:   19 

  20 

Section I: A section shall be added to the South Carolina Code of Laws, under Title 50- 21 

Fish, Game and Watercraft, that is titled: “General vessel navigational 22 

light regulations.”    23 

Section II: The section shall read: All vessels registered and/or otherwise defined as “Power-24 

driven” must have forward light that adheres to the following criteria:  25 

1. The forward light must be white light.   26 

2. The forward light must have a minimum visibility of 1mile, and the light 27 

must have a minimum brightness of 600 lumens.  28 

3. The forward light must be affixed to the vessel in a reasonable fashion.   29 

4. The forward light shall not replace or otherwise hinder the starboard or 30 

portside vessel navigational visibility lights.  31 

5. The forward light must not possess excessive “blinding” light which 32 

would consequently put other vessel operators in danger. This determination is to 33 

be made by a law enforcement officer in which the jurisdiction resides. However, 34 

the brightness may not exceed the amount of 1500 lumens.  35 

  36 

Section III: A person violating this section shall be guilty of minor infraction and be fined:  37 

1. No less than 25 dollars and no greater than 250 dollars.  38 

  39 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect January 1st, 2020 upon passage by the General 40 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   41 

   42 

  43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Brandon Diehl  2 

Charleston Southern University  3 

  4 

Purpose:        To allow the concealed carry of legally owned handguns with a permit in 5 

churches or religious sanctuaries unless explicitly prohibited by the head of 6 

the church or religious sanctuary.  7 

  8 

Whereas,        During the Charleston Church Shooting in 2015, numerous gun laws were 9 

ignored by the perpetrator leading up to the incident, including 23-31-215 M(8) 10 

which prevents the carry of a concealed weapon in churches or other established 11 

religious sanctuaries without the express permission of the appropriate official.  12 

  13 

Whereas,        According to FBI statistics, there have been 11 active shooter incidences in 14 

houses of worship from 2000-2018, three of which occurred in 2017; and,  15 

  16 

Whereas,        According to the Crime Prevention Research Center, 94% of mass public 17 

shootings happen in gun free zones since 1950; and,  18 

  19 

Whereas,       In 2019, Texas passed Texas Senate Bill 535 which amended their legislation to 20 

allow concealed carry in religious facilities by removing church, synagogue, or 21 

other established place of religious worship from the premises on which 22 

concealed carrying holds an offense.   23 

  24 

Therefore,      Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 25 

assembled the following:   26 

  27 

Section I:       To amend section 23-31-215 M of the South Carolina Code of Laws to repeal 23-28 

31-215 M(8)  29 

  30 

Section II:      This bill will go into effect October 1st, 2020 upon passage by the General 31 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.  32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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Ranked Choice Voting Bill  1 

Presented by Colin Keoghan  2 

Coastal Carolina University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To implement ranked-choice voting in all state and federal elections in South 5 

Carolina excluding presidential elections  6 

  7 

Whereas, South Carolina ranked 43rd out of 51 in voter participation in the 2018 midterm 8 

elections; and,  9 

  10 

Whereas, According to Duverger’s law a plurality system of voting favors only two parties 11 

or candidates. This is because in a plurality system only the top two parties are 12 

frequently able to win so voters feel forced to choose the “lesser of two evils,” and 13 

only a few candidates have a good chance of winning a party's nomination. This 14 

discourages supporters of third party and unpopular candidates from voting 15 

because they believe they have to choose between voting for candidates they 16 

dislike or having no impact. Ranked choice voting allows people to vote for 17 

candidates they like while still having an impact on the election. This should 18 

increase voter turnout and has been seen in several cities such as San Francisco, 19 

CA, Saint Paul, MN, Cambridge, MA, and Minneapolis, MN; and,  20 

  21 

Whereas, Election costs would also be reduced because runoff elections would no longer be 22 

held. According to California's Secretary of State’s office, San Francisco saved 23 

four million dollars between 2013 and 2017 by implementing ranked-choice 24 

voting; and,  25 

  26 

Whereas, Maine has implemented ranked-choice voting to elect their Governor, State 27 

legislators, and federal legislators.   28 

  29 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 30 

assembled the following:   31 

  32 

Section I: Add section 7-13-33:  33 

                        General elections for state officials shall use ranked choice voting as described in 34 

7-1-20 (15)    35 

  36 

Section II: Amend Section 7-19-10 to read:  37 

A United States Senator shall be elected at the general election next preceding the 38 

expiration of the term of any United States Senator from this 39 

State.  Ranked choice voting will be used to elect United States Senators as 40 

described in 7-1-20 (15)  41 

  42 

Section III: Amend Section 7-19-30 to read:  43 

                        Representatives in the House of Representatives of the Congress of the United 44 

States shall be chosen at each general election in several congressional districts by 45 

the qualified voters thereof. Ranked choice voting will be used to elect 46 
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Representatives in the United States House of Representatives as described in 7-1 

1-20 (15)  2 

  3 

Section IV: Amend Section 7-13-315 to read:   4 

            The State Election Commission shall ensure that the Governor and Lieutenant  5 

Governor must be elected jointly so that each voter casts a single vote to elect a  6 

Governor and Lieutenant Governor. gives a single preference per party ticket to  7 

elect a Governor and Lieutenant Governor    8 

  9 

Section V: Amend Section 7-13-310 to read:  10 

                       In the general elections provided for in Section 7-13-10, there shall be four kinds 11 

of ballots called, respectively: "Official Ballot for Presidential Elector"; "Official 12 

Ballot for State Offices, United States Senator and Members of Congress"; 13 

"Official Ballot for State Senator, Member of the House of 14 

Representatives, County, Circuit and Other Offices", "Official Ballot on 15 

Constitutional Amendments or other Propositions Submitted.", and “Ranked 16 

Choice Voting Ballots.” Ranked Choice voting ballots will be used for all state and 17 

federal elections as these elections use ranked choice voting, excluding 18 

presidential elections. Each such kind of ballot shall be printed upon different 19 

colored paper as shall be provided for by the executive director.  20 

  21 

Section VI:     Amend Section 7-13-330 to read:  22 

          The arrangement of general election ballots containing the names of candidates 23 

for office must conform as nearly as possible to the following plan unless they are 24 

ranked choice voting ballots, with a column or columns added in case of 25 

nomination by petition and a blank column added for write-in votes, and must 26 

contain the specified instructions there set forth and no other  27 

  28 

Section VII:   Add Section 7-13-333:  29 

                        The arrangement of ranked ballots containing the names of candidates for office 30 

must conform as nearly as possible to the following plan with a column or 31 

columns added in case of nomination by petition and a blank column added for 32 

write-in votes, and must contain the specified instructions there set forth and no 33 

other:  34 

  35 

                        GENERAL ELECTION OFFICIAL BALLOT No. __________________ 36 

COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA November ___,____________ Initials of 37 

Issuing Officer OFFICIAL BALLOT GENERAL 38 

ELECTION      __________________ County, South Carolina November ___, 39 

_____ Precinct __________  40 

  41 

                         INSTRUCTIONS- To vote using this ballot, rank candidates running for the 42 

same office by placing numbers in the voting square [] opposite the name of each 43 

candidate. Placing a one represents a candidate is your first preference, placing a 44 

two represents second preference, placing a three represents third preference, and 45 

so on. You can rank all the candidates or just one, but candidates can only receive 46 
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one ranking and rankings cannot be repeated. If you wish to vote for a candidate 1 

not on any ticket, write or place the name of such candidate on your ticket 2 

opposite the name of the office and give this candidate a ranking. Before leaving 3 

the booth, fold the ballot so that the initials of the manager may be seen on the 4 

outside of the ballot.  5 

  6 

Section VIII:  Amend Section 7-17-20 to read:  7 

                        The county board of canvassers, respectively, shall then proceed to canvass the 8 

votes of the county and make such statements of such votes as the nature of the 9 

election shall require no later than noon on the Saturday next following the 10 

election and at such time shall transmit to the State Board of Canvassers the 11 

results of their findings. This includes the canvassing of vote preferences in 12 

ranked choice voting elections as described in 7-1-20 (15)  13 

  14 

Section IX:     Amend Section 7-17-80 to read:  15 

                        The boards of county canvassers shall make such statements of the votes and vote 16 

preferences and of the precincts of each county as the nature of the election shall 17 

require, within ten days from their first meeting, and shall transmit to the Board of 18 

State Canvassers any protest and all papers relating to the election.  19 

  20 

Section X:       Amend Section 7-17-100 to read:  21 

The board of county canvassers shall make separate statements of the whole 22 

number of votes and vote preferences given in the precincts of each county for 23 

representatives in Congress and separate statements of all other votes and vote 24 

preferences given for other officers. Such statements shall contain the names of 25 

the persons for whom such votes and vote preferences were given and the number 26 

of votes and voter preferences given for each, which shall be written out in words 27 

at full length.  28 

  29 

Section XI:     Amend Section 7-17-220 to read:  30 

Unless otherwise provided in Section 7-3-10(c), the Board of State Canvassers 31 

shall convene a meeting scheduled through the office of the Election Commission 32 

within ten days after any general election for the purpose of canvassing vote 33 

preferences for offices selected through ranked choice voting as described in 7-1-34 

20(15) , of canvassing the vote for all other officers voted for at such election, 35 

including the vote for the electors for President and Vice President, and for the 36 

purpose of canvassing the vote on all Constitutional Amendments and questions 37 

and other issues. Nothing in this section prohibits the meeting from being 38 

conducted by using telephone conference or other means of telecommunication or 39 

electronic communication. Any meeting of the Board of Canvassers as provided 40 

in this section must be accessible and without cost to the public and must comply 41 

with the notice requirements of Chapter 4, Title 30, the Freedom of Information 42 

Act  43 

  44 

Section XII:    Amend Section 7-17-240 to read:  45 
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The Board when thus formed shall, upon the certified copies of the statements 1 

made by the boards of county canvassers, proceed to make a statement of the 2 

whole number of votes and vote preferences given at such election for and against 3 

constitutional amendments and other questions and issues and for the various 4 

officers, including electors for President and Vice-President and for each of them 5 

voted for, distinguishing the several counties in which they were given. They shall 6 

certify such statements to be correct and subscribe the same with their proper 7 

names.  8 

  9 

Section XIII:  Amend section 7-17-250 to read:  10 

Upon such statements the Board shall then proceed to determine and declare what 11 

persons have been duly elected to such offices. This includes the process of 12 

eliminating candidates and reallocating vote preferences for primaries that use 13 

ranked-choice voting as described in 7-1-20(16). The Board shall act in an 14 

appellate judicial capacity in all cases contested or protested that come before it 15 

on appeals from county boards of canvassers.  16 

  17 

Section XIV:  Amend Section 7-17-260 to read:               18 

The state board shall decide all cases under protest or contest that may arise in the 19 

case of federal officers, state officers, members of the State Senate and the State 20 

House of Representatives, and offices involving more than one county. Any such 21 

protest or contest shall be filed in writing with the chairman of the board, together 22 

with a copy for each candidate in the race, not later than noon five days following 23 

the canvassing of the votes and vote preferences for such offices by the board; 24 

provided, however, that service upon the board may be perfected by depositing at 25 

the office of the Chief of the State Law Enforcement Division a copy of the 26 

protest, together with a copy for each candidate in the race. The chief shall take 27 

immediate steps to deliver such copies to the chairman. The protest shall contain 28 

each ground thereof concisely stated separately. The chairman of the board shall 29 

forthwith serve upon each candidate in the protested race a copy of the protest and 30 

serve a notice of the time and place of the meeting of the board for the purposes 31 

of hearing the protest. A protest or contested case heard by the state board 32 

pursuant to Chapter 17 of Title 7 shall be considered an "administrative action" 33 

pursuant to Section 15-36-10.  34 

  35 

Section XV:   Amend Section 7-17-280 to read:  36 

Whenever the difference between the number of votes received by a candidate 37 

who has been declared nominated for an office in a primary election or who has 38 

been declared elected to an office in a general election and the number of votes 39 

received by any other candidate or candidate not declared so nominated or elected 40 

or whenever the difference between the number of votes received by a candidate 41 

who received the least number of votes to qualify for a runoff election and a 42 

candidate or candidates who did not so qualify shall be not more than one percent 43 

of the total votes which were cast for such office therein, the committee or board 44 

charged by law with canvassing such votes shall order a recount of such votes to 45 

be made forthwith unless such other candidate or candidates shall waive a recount 46 



 

 

Fall 2019  SCSL 

78 

in writing. A mandatory recount is triggered for ranked voting elections when the 1 

difference between the winner and the runner up is one percentage point or less 2 

after the reallocation of voter preferences as described in 7-1-20(16).  3 

  4 

Section XVI:  Amend Section 7-17-560 to read:  5 

The state executive committee must meet in Columbia at such place as may be 6 

designated by the chairman to hear and decide protests and contests that may arise 7 

in the case of federal officers, state officers, State Senate, State House of 8 

Representatives, and officers involving more than one county. Any protest or 9 

contest must be filed in writing with the chairman of the committee, together with 10 

a copy for each candidate in the race, not later than noon on Monday following 11 

the canvassing of the votes and vote preferences for these officers by the 12 

committee. However, service upon the chairman may be perfected by depositing 13 

at the office of the Chief of the State Law Enforcement Division a copy of the 14 

protest, together with a copy for each candidate in the race. The chief must take 15 

immediate steps to deliver these copies to the chairman. The protest must contain 16 

each ground thereof stated separately and concisely. The chairman of the 17 

committee must forthwith serve upon each candidate in the protested race a copy 18 

of the protest and serve a notice of the time and place of the meeting of the 19 

committee for the purposes of hearing the protest.  20 

  21 

Section XVII: Amend Section 7-13-140 to read:  22 

Managers of election are clothed with such police powers as may be necessary to 23 

carry out the provisions of this article. The managers shall possess full authority 24 

to maintain good order at the polls and to enforce obedience to their lawful 25 

commands during an election and during the canvass and counting of the 26 

votes and vote preferences. All peace officers shall answer all such calls for help 27 

in preserving the peace as may be made by the managers of election.  28 

  29 

Section XVIII: Amend Section 7-13-840 to read:  30 

When any person is so challenged, the manager must explain to him the 31 

qualifications of an elector and may examine his as to the same. If the 32 

person insists that he is qualified and the challenge is not withdrawn, his 33 

provisional vote and/or vote preferences must be received and placed in 34 

an envelope on which must be written the name of the voter and that of the 35 

challenger. The provisional votes and vote preferences must be kept 36 

separate and apart and not counted but turned over to the board of voter 37 

registration and elections or other authority having supervision of the 38 

election. At the meeting specified in either Section 7-17-10 or 7-17-510, 39 

whichever is applicable, this authority must hear all objections to these 40 

votes and/or vote preferences, and when no person appears or offers 41 

evidence before the meeting to sustain an objection made at the polls, the 42 

ballot is no longer a provisional ballot. When the challenger appears or 43 

produces witnesses or evidence in support of the challenge, the authority 44 

in charge must proceed to hear and determine the question. Its decision is 45 

final. Each provisional ballot which is no longer challenged and each 46 
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ballot whose challenge was decided in favor of the voter must be removed 1 

from the envelope, mingled, and counted and the totals added to the 2 

previously counted regular ballot total of all precincts without attribution 3 

to a particular precinct. If the voting at the voting place is being done upon 4 

a voting machine, the managers must provide a paper ballot which must be 5 

placed in an envelope and treated as provided in this section.  6 

  7 

Section XIX: Amend Section 7-13-1110 to read:  8 

At the close of the election the managers and clerk shall immediately proceed 9 

publicly to open the ballot boxes and count the ballots therein and shall continue 10 

such count, without adjournment or interruption, until it is completed. They shall 11 

then make and sign such statement of the result thereof as the nature of the 12 

election shall require. At the completion of the vote and vote preference counting 13 

a duplicate of the statement and return of votes and vote preferences must be 14 

published by posting it in a conspicuous site at the polling places, except in 15 

counties where vote recorders are used for voting.   16 

  17 

Section XX: Amend Section 7-13-1120 to read:  18 

If a voter marks more names than there are persons to be elected or 19 

nominated than they are legally allotted for an office or if for any reason it is 20 

impossible to determine the voter's choice or vote preferences for any office to be 21 

filled, his ballot shall not be counted for such office; but this shall not vitiate the 22 

ballot, so far as properly marked. Nothing herein shall be construed to prevent any 23 

voter in a general or special election from voting for any qualified person, other 24 

than those whose names are printed on the ballot, by writing in the name of the 25 

person opposite the office.  26 

  27 

Section XXI: Amend Section 7-13-1150 to read:   28 

When the canvassing and counting of the votes and vote preferences are 29 

completed, the chairman of the managers, or one of them to be designated in 30 

writing by the managers, shall deliver to the board of voter registration and 31 

elections the poll list, the boxes containing the ballots and a written return of the 32 

result of the election in the voting precinct. Managers shall account to the board 33 

of voter registration and elections of the county for all ballots delivered to them 34 

and make the following returns, (a) the number of official ballots furnished to 35 

each voting precinct, (b) the number of official ballots spoiled and returned by 36 

voters, (c) the number of official ballots returned to the board of voter registration 37 

and elections and (d) the number of official ballots actually voted.  38 

  39 

Section XXII: Amend Section 7-13-1160 to read:  40 

Within twenty-four hours of the completion of the canvassing and counting of 41 

ballots, the persons in charge of each such election in each county shall notify the 42 

State Election Commission of the unofficial results of such election in each such 43 

county; provided, however, that failure to comply with the provisions of this 44 

section shall not invalidate the votes or vote preferences cast therein.  45 

     46 
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Section XXIII: Amend Section 7-13-1340 to read:   1 

A vote recorder or optical scan voting device must not be adopted or 2 

used  unless it:  3 

  4 

(a) provides facilities for the voting for the  and ranking of candidates as 5 

may be nominated and upon the questions as may be submitted;  6 

  7 

(e) precludes, when used in conjunction with a tabulating machine, the 8 

counting of votes and vote preferences for any candidate, or upon any 9 

question, for whom or upon which an elector is not entitled to vote, and 10 

precludes the counting of votes for more persons for any office than the 11 

elector is entitled to vote or rank for or for fewer than the elector is 12 

required to vote for or rank for, and precludes the counting of votes for 13 

any candidate for the same office or upon any question more than once  14 

  15 

Section XXIV:  Amend Section 7-13-1640 to read:  16 

 A) Any kind or type of voting machine may be approved by the State 17 

Board of Voting Machine Commissioners which is so constructed as to 18 

fulfill the following requirements. It shall:  19 

  20 

(2) permit the voter to vote for or rank as many persons for any office as 21 

he is lawfully entitled to vote for, but no more;  22 

  23 

(6) correctly register or record and accurately count all votes and vote 24 

preferences cast for any and all candidates and for or against all 25 

questions;  26 

  27 

(C) If approved after July 1, 1999, or if an upgrade in software, hardware, 28 

or firmware is submitted for approval as required by Section 7-13-29 

1620(B), the voting system must be able to electronically transmit 30 

vote and vote preference totals for all elections to the State Election 31 

Commission in a format and time frame specified by the commission  32 

  33 

  34 

Section XXV: Amend Section 7-13-1880 to read:  35 

As soon as the polls of election are closed, the managers shall immediately 36 

lock or seal the voting machine against further voting and open the counter 37 

compartment in the presence of all persons who may be lawfully present at 38 

the time giving full view to the results, and they shall canvass and 39 

announce the results, including the votes and/or vote preferences recorded 40 

for each office on the independent ballots. They shall also announce the 41 

vote upon every amendment, proposition, or question voted upon, as 42 

provided by Section 7-13-110. The vote as registered shall be duly 43 

certified and sworn to and returned and filed as provided in this title for 44 

returning and filing election returns. No tally sheets or return blanks, as 45 

required by law for use in voting precincts in which paper ballots are used, 46 
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need be furnished or used when voting machines are used, and no ballots 1 

need to be returned with the machine results except the provisional and 2 

failsafe ballots.  3 

  4 

Section XXVI:  Amend Section 7-13-15 to read:  5 

Primaries to be conducted by State Election Commission and county 6 

boards of voter registration and elections on second Tuesday in June; 7 

filing fees.  8 

  9 

(A) This section does not apply to municipal primaries.  10 

  11 

(B) Except as provided in subsection (A) or unless otherwise specifically 12 

provided for by statute or ordinance, the following primaries must be 13 

conducted by the State Election Commission and the county boards of 14 

voter registration and elections on the second Tuesday in June of each 15 

general election year:  16 

  17 

(1) primaries for federal offices which must use ranked choice voting as 18 

described in 7-1-20 (15), excluding a presidential preference primary for 19 

the Office of President of the United States as provided pursuant to 20 

Section 7-11-20(B); and  21 

  22 

(2) primaries for:  23 

  24 

(a) state offices, which must use ranked choice voting as described in 7-1-25 

20 (15)   26 

  27 

Section XXVII:         Amend Section 7-13-610 to read:  28 

 The ballot must be printed on paper of a thickness so that the printing 29 

cannot be distinguished from the back and must be of a size and color as 30 

directed by the State Election Commission. If more than one ballot is to be 31 

used in a primary, each ballot must be printed on different colored paper. 32 

The ballot must contain a voting square opposite the name of each 33 

candidate, and the voter shall vote by putting a mark in the voting square 34 

opposite the name of the candidate of his choice or number if the office is 35 

selected using ranked choice voting. The State Election Commission may 36 

establish, under Chapter 23 of Title 1, such rules and regulations as are 37 

necessary for the proper administration of this section.  38 

  39 

Section XXVIII:        Amend section 7-17-50 to read:  40 

The board of voter registration and elections for the counties shall convene 41 

a meeting on the Thursday next following the primary, before one o'clock 42 

p.m. of that day and shall organize as the county board of canvassers for 43 

primaries. They may appoint a competent person as secretary. The 44 

chairman shall administer the constitutional oath to each member of the 45 

board and to the secretary. The secretary shall administer to the chairman 46 
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the same oath. Each county board of canvassers for primaries shall 1 

canvass the votes and vote preferences of the county and declare the 2 

results. The county board of canvassers for primaries shall make 3 

statements of the votes of the precincts of its county as the nature of the 4 

primary requires not later than twelve o'clock noon on the Saturday next 5 

following the primary and at that time transmit and certify to the Board of 6 

State Canvassers the results of its findings. This procedure must be 7 

repeated following every primary runoff. The Board of State Canvassers 8 

shall convene a meeting scheduled through the office of the State Election 9 

Commission and shall canvass the vote and vote preferences and declare 10 

the results of the primaries and the runoffs no later than twelve o'clock 11 

noon on the Saturday next following the primary in the State for state 12 

offices, federal offices, and offices involving more than one county. This 13 

includes the process of eliminating candidates and reallocating vote 14 

preferences for primaries that use ranked-choice voting as described in 7-15 

1-20(16). Nothing in this section prohibits any meeting required by this 16 

section from being conducted by using telephone conference or other 17 

means of telecommunication or electronic communication. Any meeting 18 

provided for in this section must be accessible and without cost to the 19 

public and must comply with the notice requirements of Chapter 4, Title 20 

30, the Freedom of Information Act.  21 

  22 

Section XXIX:            Amend Section 7-16-611 to read:  23 

Each "Official State Ballot" similarly must conform to the plan set forth in 24 

this section. Except the ballot will be a ranked choice ballot as described 25 

in 7-1-20 (16).  26 

  27 

Section XXX:             Amend Section 7-13-190 to read:  28 

(2) A primary must be held on the eleventh Tuesday after the vacancy 29 

occurs. A If necessary a runoff primary must be held on the thirteenth 30 

Tuesday after the vacancy occurs. The special election must be on the 31 

twentieth Tuesday after the vacancy occurs. If the twentieth Tuesday after 32 

the vacancy occurs is no more than sixty days prior to the general election, 33 

the special election must be held on the same day as the general election. 34 

If the filing period closes on a state holiday, then filing must be held open 35 

through the succeeding weekday. If the date for an election falls on a state 36 

holiday, the election must be set for the next succeeding Tuesday. For 37 

purposes of this section, state holiday does not mean the general election 38 

day.  39 

  40 

Section XXXI:          Add section 7-1-20 (15) to read:  41 

Ranked-choice voting is a system of voting in which voters rank 42 

candidates from their first preference to their final preference. If any 43 

candidate wins a majority of first preference votes then the candidate who 44 

has the majority wins the election. If no candidate wins a majority of the 45 

first preference votes then the election instantly goes into a runoff. The 46 
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first step in this runoff is to eliminate the candidate with the least first 1 

preference votes. Voters who had the eliminated candidate as their first 2 

preference will have their second preferences counted. If this results in a 3 

candidate obtaining a majority then that candidate wins but if a majority is 4 

not obtained then the process repeats itself until a majority is obtained.      5 

  6 

Section XXXII:          Add section 7-1-20 (16):   7 

 Ranked choice voting ballots are ballots used for elections that use ranked 8 

choice voting. Voters place numbers rather than marks to indicate their 9 

order of preferences.  10 

  11 

Section XXXIII: This bill will go into effect on January 1st, 2020.  12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Corey Wallace  2 

Coastal Carolina University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To increase the amount of education fee waivers public universities are allowed to 5 

give out from four percent of the undergraduate student body population to ten 6 

percent.  7 

  8 

Whereas, According to the United States Census Bureau, the per capita income in South 9 

Carolina is $26,645; and,   10 

  11 

Whereas, For the 2017-2018 academic year the annual in-state tuition for undergraduates in 12 

South Carolina was $12,903, excluding extra fees and the cost of living; and,  13 

  14 

Whereas, The cost of living in South Carolina for a single adult with no dependents 15 

is $2,332 per month; and,  16 

  17 

Whereas, South Carolina college students graduated with an average student loan debt of 18 

$26,500 or more in 2018; and,  19 

  20 

Whereas, The college graduation rate in South Carolina was 27% in 2017; and,  21 

  22 

Whereas, Placing a cap at four percent for education fee waivers does not allow public 23 

universities to financially help their students to the full extent that their budgets 24 

and endowments would allow.  25 

  26 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 27 

assembled the following:   28 

  29 

Section I: Amend Section 59-101-620 to read:  30 

A public institution of higher learning may offer educational fee waivers to no 31 

more than four ten percent of the undergraduate student body.  32 

  33 

Section II: This bill will go into effect July 1, 2020.   34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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A Bill   1 

Dylan Campbell  2 

Coastal Carolina University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To prohibit wearing headphones while operating a motor vehicle.  5 

  6 

Whereas, Without any restrictions citizens can wear headphones and listen to music while 7 

driving and operating a motor vehicle, decreasing awareness to their 8 

surroundings; and,   9 

  10 

Whereas,  Headphones are far more dangerous than any car stereo because headphones can 11 

completely cancel noise outside of the headphones while in use; and,  12 

  13 

Whereas, With music, phone calls, and books playing through headphones they can cause 14 

drivers to not hear important sirens, horns, and other alarming noises that can lead 15 

to dangerous situations and death for the driver and others; and,  16 

  17 

Whereas, Maryland, Louisiana, Virginia, Ohio, and five other states have prohibited 18 

wearing headphones while driving altogether, along with FL and GA 19 

prohibiting both headphones being in both ears while driving; and,  20 

  21 

Whereas, Prohibiting headphone use can provide drivers with the upmost safety 22 

where hearing is not impaired and drivers can no longer wear headphones while 23 

driving without consequences; and,   24 

  25 

Whereas, Hearing aids are excluded from penalty of this amendment. Hearing aids help 26 

capture sound for the user rather than block it out.  27 

  28 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 29 

assembled the following:   30 

  31 

Section I: Amend Section 56-5-3910 to read:  32 

(A)    A person convicted of a motor vehicle moving violation pursuant to Chapter 33 

5, Title 56 must be assessed an additional civil penalty equal to the fine otherwise 34 

imposed for the moving violation, if the arresting officer observes at the time the 35 

moving violation occurred that the motor vehicle operator was holding in either 36 

hand a 'wireless electronic communication device', as the term is defined in 37 

Section 56-5-3890(A)(3). The driver also must not be using headphones while 38 

operating a motor vehicle. And shall receive an additional civil penalty equal to 39 

the fine for a moving violation.   40 

  41 

Section II: For the purposes of this bill:  42 

A. “Headphones” are any use of listening devices worn over or in the 43 

ears that project sound from a device.  44 

  45 

Section III: This bill will go into effect on January 1, 2020.   46 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Fabiola Burgos Santiago  2 

Coastal Carolina University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To prohibit people from swimming near or around boat launches.   5 

  6 

Whereas, The air quality at the surface of the water where swimmers are breathing is 7 

poor due to the exhaust of boat motors; and,  8 

  9 

Whereas, States such as Vermont, North Carolina, and Kentucky also prohibit people from 10 

swimming near boat launches; and,  11 

  12 

Whereas, The US Coast Guard found that accidents went up in 2017 and 102 of the total 13 

deaths in the U.S. that year were caused by drinking while boating which creates 14 

an unsafe environment when said driver goes to take his boat out of the water; 15 

and,   16 

  17 

Whereas, Swimmers are in danger of being pinned between the access ramp or dock 18 

surface and boats.   19 

  20 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 21 

assembled the following:   22 

  23 

Section I: Amend Section 50-101-620 to read:  24 

It is unlawful for a person to swim within fifty one-hundred feet of any public 25 

boat landing or ramp located on water. a lake or reservoir constructed or 26 

developed by an investor-owned utility for hydroelectric generation.  27 

  28 

Section II: This bill will go into effect January 1st, 2020.   29 

   30 

  31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Jimmy Lawler  2 

Coastal Carolina University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To protect personal liberties on the roadways by specifying and raising the 5 

standards through which an officer may perform a traffic stop and search of a 6 

motor vehicle.  7 

  8 

Whereas, The phrasing of the current law creates arbitrary, vague guidelines for traffic stops 9 

and searches; and,  10 

  11 

Whereas, Studies indicate that this system has allowed for racial and gender based prejudice 12 

to taint enforcement of the law; and,  13 

  14 

Whereas, Reasonable suspicion of civil infractions do not require a search of the vehicle; 15 

and,  16 

  17 

Whereas, North Carolina uses the language “probable cause,” in a warrantless search of a 18 

motor vehicle, and minor traffic offenses do not constitute a search in Georgia.  19 

  20 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 21 

assembled the following:   22 

  23 

Section I: Amend Section 23-6-145 to read:  24 

  25 

SECTION 23-6-145. Traffic stop by commissioned officer or uniformed officer; 26 

requirement of reasonable belief of violation of law.  27 

  28 

A)A commissioned officer or a uniformed officer of the department may, 29 

upon reasonable belief probable cause that any vehicle is being operated in 30 

violation of any provision of statutory law a civil infraction, require the driver 31 

thereof to stop and exhibit the registration card issued for the vehicle, and the 32 

individual's driver's license.  33 

  34 

B) A commissioned officer or a uniformed officer of the department may, upon 35 

probable cause that any vehicle is being operated under, or by a driver in 36 

violation of, a misdemeanor or felony offense, conduct and submit 37 

to an inspection of such vehicle and license.  38 

  39 

Section II: For the purposes of this bill:  40 

A)‘Probable Cause’ shall be defined as:  a good faith belief that a  person is guilty 41 

of a crime when this belief rests on such grounds as would induce an ordinarily 42 

prudent and cautious man, under the circumstances, to believe likewise  43 

B) ‘Reasonable Belief” shall be defined as: an objectively justifiable suspicion 44 

that is based on specific facts or circumstances and that justifies stopping and 45 

sometimes searching a person thought to be involved in criminal activity at the 46 
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time. A police officer stopping a person must be able to point to specific facts or 1 

circumstances even though the level of suspicion need not rise to that of the belief 2 

that is supported by probable cause.  3 

  4 

Section III: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 after passage by the General 5 

Assembly and signature of the Governor.  6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Lukas Little  2 

Coastal Carolina University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To require every racetrack in South Carolina to have at least two paramedics 5 

present during each of its public events.  6 

  7 

Whereas, It takes an average of eight minutes between calling an ambulance and its time of 8 

arrival; and,  9 

  10 

Whereas, In September, a 71-year-old driver suffered a broken neck after a crash at Myrtle 11 

Beach Speedway but had to wait approximately 15 minutes for paramedics to 12 

arrive; and,  13 

  14 

Whereas, Without the presence of paramedics, it endangers both the competitors and the 15 

spectators during a race; and,  16 

  17 

Whereas, Tracks that are less than one mile long are statistically more dangerous than 18 

longer ones, as the only track that eclipses one mile in South Carolina is regulated 19 

by NASCAR; and,  20 

  21 

Whereas, Every professional series, such as NASCAR, requires for its tracks to have 22 

paramedics present for each race while over 30 of South Carolina’s amateur 23 

series racetracks do not do not.   24 

  25 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 26 

assembled the following:   27 

  28 

Section I: AMEND SECTION 12-69-30. To Add: Exemption from state and local sales tax; 29 

qualified companies; exemption certificates; liability for sales and use taxes.  30 

  31 

(A) A company, upon making application for, meeting the requirements of, and 32 

receiving written certification of that designation from the department, as 33 

provided in subsection (B), is exempt from state and local sales tax on building 34 

materials, supplies, fixtures, and equipment for the construction, repair, or 35 

improvement of or that become a part of a racetrack or a motorsports 36 

entertainment complex.  37 

  38 

(B) A company shall become a qualified company by applying with the 39 

department. The director of the department shall approve the application so long 40 

as the application is accompanied by a practical plan to make a capital investment 41 

of at least ten million dollars on any motorsports entertainment complex or one 42 

million in any racetrack in this State within the five-year period immediately 43 

following the approval of the application. As a stipulation to be granted the tax 44 

exemption, all racetracks or motorsports entertainment complexes shall follow the 45 

proper safety precautions needed and are required to have at least 46 
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two paramedics present for athletes and spectators during each public 1 

event. Upon receiving written certification from the department, a company may 2 

utilize the exemption specified in subsection (A)  3 

  4 

Section II: For the purposes of this bill:  5 

A. The term “racetrack” is any type of stadium or track used for 6 

automobile racing.  7 

B. The tax exemption that this bill refers to in SECTION 12-69-30 is 8 

explained in SECTION 12-21-2425.   9 

  10 

Section III: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 11 

Assembly and signature of the Governor.   12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Margaret Sheridan  2 

Coastal Carolina University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To ban drivers from using hand-held cellular devices while operating a motor 5 

vehicles  6 

  7 

Whereas, South Carolina currently bans the specific act of texting while driving; and,  8 

  9 

Whereas, According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the state 10 

of South Carolina was the third deadliest state for car crashes in 2016; and,  11 

  12 

Whereas, South Carolina is ninth for most distracted drivers according to the Insurance 13 

Institute of Highway Safety; and,   14 

  15 

Whereas, 20 states including Georgia and West Virginia, have passed hands-free motor 16 

vehicle laws and seen a dramatic decrease in motor vehicle accidents (National 17 

Highway Traffic Safety Administration)  18 

  19 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 20 

assembled the following:   21 

  22 

Section I: Amend Part (B) of Section 56-5-3890 to read:   23 

It is unlawful for a person to use a wireless communications device to compose, 24 

send, or read a text-based communication  in any of the following ways:  25 

  26 

1. holding any mobile telecommunications device with any part of one’s 27 

body;  and/or,  28 

2. texting, recording, or operating a mobile phone in any way  29 

  30 

  31 

Section II: Amend Section (E) to read:  32 

Penalties upon first offense shall be a $50 fine  33 

Penalties upon second offense shall be a $100 fine and 1 point on the driver’s 34 

license  35 

Penalties upon third offense and after shall be a $150 fine and 2 points on the 36 

driver’s license.   37 

  38 

  39 

  40 

Section III: For the purposes of this bill:   41 

Wireless communication device: means an electronic device, including, but not 42 

limited to, a telephone, a personal digital assistant, a text-message device, or a 43 

computer, which allows a person to wirelessly communicate with another person.  44 

  45 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect January 1st, 2020  46 



 

 

Fall 2019  SCSL 

92 

A Bill  1 

Presented By Aryn Akerberg  2 

Bob Jones University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To improve the financial benefits available to families.   5 

  6 

Whereas, South Carolina currently does not have any legislation enforcing 7 

paid family leave; and,   8 

  9 

Whereas, About 58.9 percent of women over the age of 20 are part of the US workforce, 10 

reflecting a slight decline since 2008, when 61 percent held jobs; and,   11 

  12 

Whereas,        half of two-parent US households with children have parents who both work full-13 

time jobs; and,   14 

  15 

Whereas, California’s paid-leave law, which went into effect in 2004, led to an increase in 16 

work hours and income for mothers with young children; and,   17 

  18 

Whereas, Out of 193 countries in the United Nations, only a small handful do not have a 19 

national paid parental leave law: New Guinea, Suriname, a few South Pacific 20 

island nations and the United States; and,   21 

  22 

Whereas, an estimated 25 percent of U.S. mothers return to work within two weeks after 23 

giving birth; and  24 

  25 

Whereas,  paid family leave would benefit the family unit and the employer; and,   26 

  27 

Whereas,  Providing time for parents to heal from childbirth and bond with their new baby 28 

can reduce the risk of adverse health effects for dads, moms, and children; and,  29 

  30 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 31 

assembled the following:   32 

  33 

Section I: Add Section 41-39-41 to read:  34 

  35 

A. Employers in the state of South Carolina will be recommended to offer the 36 

Family Protection Program to both male and female employees to allow for the 37 

opportunity for paid leave concerning birth of a new child/adoption of a new 38 

child  39 

B. The Family Protection Program will allow employees to take part in an 40 

optional decrease in pay per paycheck between 1%-6% of annual wages that their 41 

employer would be required to match.   42 

C. Employees are not required to take out full amounts of funds upon taking 43 

family leave  44 

D. Employees still not allowed to exceed 12 weeks leave annually  45 
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E. The company will receive a tax deduction equal to the amount that they 1 

match in the employee maternity leave program.   2 

  3 

Section II:   Additional Guidelines  4 

A. Employee may begin/end program any time that they wish  5 

B. If fund is not used during time of employment, funds will be distributed 6 

equally back to employer and employee before termination for whatever reason  7 

  8 

Section III: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 on passage by the General 9 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.    10 
 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 
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A Bill  1 

Presented By Ryan Parimi  2 

Bob Jones University  3 

  4 

Purpose: TO PROTECT TEACHERS IN SOUTH CAROLINA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 5 

FROM UNJUST DISMISSAL.   6 

  7 

Whereas, South Carolina is one of at least seven states to extensively use value-added 8 

measurement to evaluate teacher performance; and  9 

  10 

Whereas, South Carolina currently contracts with SAS Institute, Inc. to use EVAAS for K-11 

12 for this purpose; and   12 

  13 

Whereas, Value-added measures can be used in high stakes employment decisions; and   14 

  15 

Whereas,  The overall effects of value-added measurements are now visible; and   16 

  17 

Whereas, Value-added measurements have been shown to be biased, inconsistent, and 18 

ineffective; and   19 

  20 

Whereas, Several state and federal courts have reached these conclusions; and   21 

  22 

Whereas, The bias, inconsistency, and ineffectiveness are exacerbated in low-income 23 

school districts; and   24 

  25 

Whereas,  50% of children in South Carolina live in low-income families (2017); and   26 

  27 

Whereas, High stakes employment decisions based on value-added measures reduce 28 

a teacher’s job stability and morale.   29 

  30 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 31 

assembled the following:   32 

  33 

Section I: For the purpose of this bill the following terms are defined as follows:   34 

  35 

1. Public School shall be defined as it is in SECTION 59-1-120: a school 36 

operated by publicly elected or appointed school officials in which the program 37 

and activities are under the control of these officials and which is supported by 38 

public funds.  39 

  40 

2. Teacher shall be defined as it is in SECTION 59-1-130: any person who 41 

is employed either full-time or part-time by any school district either to teach or to 42 

supervise teaching.  43 

  44 

3. Value-Added Measurement System shall be defined as any value-added 45 

statistical model used to estimate or quantify the positive or negative effect 46 
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of an individual teacher on a student’s learning during the course of a given 1 

school year.   2 

  3 

4. Educational Oversight Committee refers to the Education Oversight 4 

Committee established in SECTION 59-6-10.   5 

  6 

Section II:   Title 59, Chapter 25, Section 430 of the South Carolina Code of Laws is 7 

amended to read:   8 

  9 

SECTION 59-25-430. Dismissal of teachers; grounds; opportunity for hearing; 10 

suspension pending resolution of charges.   11 

  12 

Any teacher may be dismissed at any time who shall fail, or who may be 13 

incompetent, to give instruction in accordance with the directions of the 14 

superintendent, or who shall otherwise manifest an evident unfitness for teaching; 15 

provided, however, that notice and an opportunity shall be afforded for a hearing 16 

prior to any dismissal. Individual results from a value-added measurement 17 

system shall not constitute evident unfitness and shall in no circumstance be 18 

grounds for dismissal. Evident unfitness for teaching is manifested by conduct 19 

such as, but not limited to, the following: persistent neglect of duty, willful 20 

violation of rules and regulations of district board of trustees, drunkenness, 21 

conviction of a violation of the law of this State or the United States, gross 22 

immorality, dishonesty, illegal use, sale or possession of drugs or narcotics.   23 

  24 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 59-25-450, when any teacher is 25 

charged with a violation of the law of this State or the United States which upon 26 

conviction may lead to, or be cited as a reason for, dismissal, such teacher may be 27 

suspended pending resolution of the charges and receive his usual compensation 28 

during the suspension period, such compensation not to exceed the term of his 29 

teaching contract. If the teacher is convicted, including pleading guilty or nolo 30 

contendere to the charges, he may then be subject to dismissal proceedings. If no 31 

conviction results, his suspension shall be terminated.   32 

  33 

Section III: Title 59, Chapter 18, Section 1960 of the South Carolina Code of Laws is 34 

amended to read:   35 

  36 

SECTION 59-18-1960. School growth measurement system.  37 

  38 

In measuring annual school growth, with approval of the State Board of 39 

Education and the Education Oversight Committee, the State shall use a value-40 

added measurement system that calculates student progress or growth. A local 41 

school district may, in its discretion, use the value-added measurement system to 42 

evaluate classroom teachers using student progress or growth. The estimates of 43 

specific teacher effects on the educational progress of students will not be a public 44 

record and will be made available only to the specific teacher, principal, and 45 

superintendent. Furthermore, the estimates of specific teacher effects also may be 46 
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made to any teacher preparation programs approved by the State Board of 1 

Education. The estimates of specific teacher effects shall in no circumstance be 2 

grounds for dismissal pursuant to Section 59-25-430. The estimates made 3 

available to the teacher preparation programs shall not be a public record and 4 

shall be used only in evaluation of the respective teacher preparation programs. 5 

Furthermore, educator effectiveness data must be exempt from public disclosure 6 

pursuant to Section 30-4-30, and may not be subject to the South Carolina 7 

Freedom of Information Act. An institution or postsecondary system receiving the 8 

estimates shall develop a policy to protect the confidentiality of the data.  9 

  10 

Section IV: The South Carolina Education Oversight Committee, working with the State 11 

Board of Education, shall promulgate regulations necessary to carry out the 12 

provisions of this section. The Oversight Committee also shall establish 13 

guidelines and procedures necessary to carry out the provisions of this section and 14 

publish those guidelines and procedures on its website.  15 

  16 

Section V: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 17 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.    18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 
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A Bill  1 

Presented By Ben Mills   2 

Bob Jones University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To recognize the rights of South Carolina citizens to bear arms.  5 

  6 

Whereas, The second amendment clearly states the right of the people to “bear arms”;  7 

  8 

Whereas, Open carry is currently illegal in South Carolina;  9 

  10 

Whereas,  South Carolina is one of five states that outlaws open carry, 11 

including California, Florida, Illinois, and New York;  12 

  13 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 14 

assembled the following:   15 

  16 

Section I: Definitions  17 

  18 

As used in this bill:  19 

  20 

1. Handgun shall be defined as any firearm designed to be fired from 21 

the hand;  22 

  23 

2. Luggage compartment shall be defined as the area of the motor 24 

vehicle in which the manufacturer designed that luggage be carried;  25 

  26 

3. Adjudicated as a mental defective shall be defined as a 27 

determination by a court of competent jurisdiction that a person, as a result 28 

of marked subnormal intelligence, mental illness, mental incompetency, 29 

mental condition, or mental disease, or is a danger to himself or others;  30 

  31 

4. SLED shall refer to the South Carolina Law Enforcement 32 

Division;  33 

  34 

Section II: Amend Section 16-23-20 to read as follows:  35 

  36 

(9) a person in a vehicle if the handgun is:  37 

  38 

(a) secured in a closed glove compartment, closed console, closed trunk, 39 

or in a closed container secured by an integral fastener and transported in 40 

the luggage compartment of the vehicle; however, this item is not violated 41 

if the glove compartment, console, or trunk is opened in the presence of a 42 

law enforcement officer for the sole purpose of retrieving a driver's 43 

license, registration, or proof of insurance. If the person has been issued 44 

a concealed weapon permit pursuant to Article 4, Chapter 31, Title 23, 45 

then the person also may secure his weapon under a seat in a vehicle, or in 46 
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any open or closed storage compartment within the vehicle's passenger 1 

compartment;  2 

  3 

(b)  concealed carried on or about his person, and he has a 4 

valid concealed weapons permit pursuant to the provisions of Article 4, 5 

Chapter 31, Title 23;  6 

  7 

Section III:  Add Section 23-31-250 to read the following:  8 

  9 

A. Except subject to subsection (B), SLED must issue a permit to carry a 10 

non-concealed handgun to a resident who is at least twenty-one years of age and 11 

who can legally own a weapon upon submission of the following:  12 

  13 

1. A completed application signed by the person;  14 

  15 

2. Proof of training;  16 

  17 

3. Proof of South Carolina residence;  18 

  19 

4. A photocopy of a driver’s license or photographic identification 20 

card;  21 

  22 

5. A complete set of fingerprints taken during the submission 23 

process;  24 

  25 

6. Payment of a fifty-dollar application fee, waved for veterans and 26 

retired law enforcement officers;  27 

  28 

B. Upon submission of the items required by subsection (A), SLED must 29 

conduct or facilitate a local, state, and federal fingerprint review of the applicant. 30 

SLED also must conduct a background check of the applicant through notification 31 

to and input from the sheriff of the county where the applicant resides. The sheriff 32 

within ten working days after notification by SLED, may submit a 33 

recommendation on an application. Before making a determination whether or not 34 

to issue a permit under this article, SLED must consider the recommendation 35 

provided pursuant to this subsection. If the fingerprint review and background 36 

check are favorable, SLED must issue the permit.  37 

  38 

C. SLED shall issue a written statement to an unqualified applicant 39 

specifying its reasons for denying the application within ninety days from the date 40 

the application was received; otherwise, SLED shall issue a concealable weapon 41 

permit. If an applicant is unable to provide proof of training, SLED shall offer the 42 

applicant a handgun training course. The course shall cost fifty dollars. SLED 43 

shall use the proceeds to defray the training course's operating costs.   44 

  45 



 

 

Fall 2019  SCSL 

99 

D. A permit holder must have his permit identification card in his possession 1 

whenever he carries a weapon. When carrying a weapon pursuant to Article 4, 2 

Chapter 31, Title 23, a permit holder must inform a law enforcement officer of the 3 

fact that he is a permit holder and present the permit identification card when an 4 

officer:  5 

  6 

(1) identifies himself as a law enforcement officer;  7 

  8 

(2) requests identification or a driver's license from a permit holder.  9 

  10 

Section IV: Add Section 23-31-251 to read the following:  11 

  12 

A. Nothing in this bill shall be construed to infringe upon the right of private 13 

property owners, whether commercial or non-commercial, to prohibit permit 14 

holders from carrying on their private property.  15 

  16 

B. Businesses wishing to prohibit the carrying of weapons on the premises 17 

shall place a clearly visible sign stating “NO WEAPONS ALLOWED”  18 

  19 

C. Permit holders may not carry a weapon into the residence or dwelling 20 

place of another person without the express permission of the owner or person in 21 

legal control or possession. A person who violates this provision is guilty of a 22 

misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than one thousand 23 

dollars or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, at the discretion of the 24 

court and may have his permit revoked for five years.  25 

  26 

Section V: Add Section 23-31-252 to read the following:  27 

  28 

A. If a permit holder is convicted of a felony, adjudicated as a mental 29 

defective, or committed to a mental institution, their permit shall be revoked.  30 

  31 

B. If a permit is granted by operation of law because an applicant was 32 

not notified of a denial within the ninety-day notification period, the permit may 33 

be revoked upon written notification from SLED that sufficient grounds exist for 34 

revocation or initial denial.  35 

  36 

C. Denial of an application may be appealed. The appeal must be submitted 37 

to the Chief of SLED within thirty days from the date the denial notice is 38 

received. The chief shall issue a written decision within ten days from the date the 39 

appeal is received. An adverse decision shall specify the reasons for upholding the 40 

denial and may be reviewed by the Administrative Law Court pursuant to Article 41 

5, Chapter 23, Title 1, upon a petition filed by an applicant within thirty days from 42 

the date of delivery of the division's decision.  43 

  44 

Section VI: Add Section 23-31-253 to read the following:  45 

  46 
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A. Open-carry permits shall expire 5 years after the first day of their issuance. 1 

If a resident wishes to renew the permit, SLED shall issue a new permit upon 2 

submission of the following:  3 

  4 

1. A renewal application;  5 

  6 

2. Payment of a fifty-dollar renewal fee, waved for veterans and 7 

retired law enforcement officers;  8 

  9 

Section VII: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 10 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.    11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 
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A Bill  1 

Presented By Carson McQuaid  2 

Bob Jones University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To require background checks for private party gun sales.  5 

  6 

Whereas, as of September 30 there have been 316 mass shootings in 2019; and,  7 

  8 

Whereas, whereas 13% of gun sales are done without a background check; and,   9 

  10 

Whereas,  15 states already require background checks for private party gun sales; and,  11 

  12 

Whereas, 89.68% of background checks are completed immediately; and,   13 

  14 

Whereas, 80% of South Carolinians support background checks for every gun sold; and,   15 

  16 

Whereas, states with universal background checks have homicide rates 15% lower than 17 

states without universal background checks; and,   18 

  19 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 20 

assembled the following:   21 

  22 

Section I:  For the purpose of this bill, the following terms shall be defined as follows:  23 

  24 

“Point of contact” is defined as a party that facilitates the national instant criminal 25 

background check.  26 

  27 

“FFL” stands for Federal Firearm Licensees.  28 

  29 

Section II: Add section 16-23-35 as follows:  30 

Before any transfer of firearms, ATF Form 4473 - Firearms Transaction 31 

Record and a national instant criminal background check must be completed. 32 

The transferor must contact an FFL or South Carolina Law Enforcement Division 33 

(SLED) to initiate a background check through the National Instant Criminal 34 

Background Check System (NICS). The transferor must then wait for the NICS to 35 

give a response authorizing the transfer of the firearm or 3 days, whichever comes 36 

first, before proceeding with the transfer of the firearm. If a “Denied” response is 37 

received the transfer is no longer able to take place. The point of contact for the 38 

NICS shall provide the transferor with any information required to fill out ATF 39 

Form 4473.  40 

  41 

Section III:  The South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) shall become a point of 42 

contact for initiating a background check through the National Instant Criminal 43 

Background Check System (NICS).  44 

  45 
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Section IV: Both parties of the transfer must keep a copy of ATF Form 4473 for 5 years 1 

after each transfer  2 
 3 

Section V:  Any record produced pursuant to this section and any transmission thereof to any 4 

government agency shall not be considered a public record.  5 
 6 

Section VI:  Any person who knowingly violates the provisions of this article shall be guilty 7 

of a misdemeanor. Any person attempting to misuse the records produced 8 

pursuant to this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  9 
 10 

Section VII:  Any transfer that meets ATF exemption requirements shall be exempt from the 11 

requirements of this section.  12 
 13 

Section VIII: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 14 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 
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Special Education Donation Cap  1 

Presented By Carter Henderson   2 

Bob Jones University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To provide that the cumulative maximum annual credit amounts 5 

are increased.  6 
 7 

Whereas, On average it costs the state seven thousand dollars per student without 8 

disabilities for a year of public education;  9 

  10 

Whereas, On average it costs the state an additional nine thousand dollars per student with 11 

disabilities for a year of public education resulting in a sixteen-thousand-dollar 12 

tuition;  13 

  14 

Whereas,  FAPE was enacted in 1975 saying there should be Free Appropriate Public 15 

Education;  16 

  17 

Whereas,  IDEA was enacted in 2004 saying that free, quality education to any and all 18 

children of the United States  19 

  20 

Whereas, Nonrefundable tax credit is already given for donations given to the Educational 21 

Credit for Exceptional Needs Children’s Fund;  22 

  23 

Whereas, The current credit claimed has been $2.7 million dollars while the credits 24 

available is at an astounding $9.2 million dollars;  25 

  26 

Whereas,  Edibility to claim dollar for dollar credit on state income tax income is open to all 27 

sectors including private giving (not allowed to designate a specific 28 

student/school as beneficiary);  29 

  30 

Whereas,  Currently, it is on a first-come-first-serve basis due to a cap of $12 million dollar  31 

  32 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 33 

assembled the following:   34 

  35 

Section I: Section 1263790(D) of the 1976 Code, as added by Act 247 of 2018, is amended 36 

by adding an appropriately numbered item to read:  37 

  38 

 (D)(1)(a) Tax credits authorized by subsection (H)(1) and subsection 39 

(I) annually may not exceed cumulatively a total of twelve million dollars for 40 

contributions to the Educational Credit for Exceptional Needs Children's 41 

Fund, unless an increased limit is authorized in the annual general appropriations 42 

act. can be applied to students’ tuition in a private school. This private school 43 

must meet appropriate state requirements given to public schools to be eligible for 44 

the scholarship.  45 

  46 
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Section II: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 1 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.    2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 
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Tobacco Minimization Bill  1 

Presented by Joey Kauffman   2 

Bob Jones University  3 

  4 

Purpose:  To protect the future of South Carolina from the harmful effects of tobacco.  5 

  6 

Whereas, Smoking is the leading cause of preventable death in the United States.  7 

  8 

Whereas,  According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), evidence shows that tobacco 9 

company advertising and promotion influences young people to start using 10 

tobacco.  11 

  12 

Whereas, In 2017, $9.36 billion was spent on promoting and advertising tobacco products.  13 

  14 

Whereas, Raising the age limit will decrease the amount of smoking in high schools.   15 

  16 

Whereas, According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), 21.6% of high school youth 17 

in South Carolina smoked tobacco products (2017).  18 

  19 

Whereas, In 2018, South Carolina spent $1.9 billion tobacco-caused health care costs.  20 

  21 

Whereas, 7,200 adults (18+) die from smoking every year in South Carolina.  22 

  23 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 24 

assembled the following:   25 

  26 

Section I: For the purpose of this bill, the following terms are defined as follows:  27 

  28 

1. Smoking shall be defined as inhaling, exhaling, or burning any 29 

lighted tobacco product including cigarettes, cigars, electronic cigarettes, 30 

pipe tobacco products and any other lighted tobacco product.   31 

  32 

2. Minor shall be defined as a person under the age of 21.  33 

  34 

Section II: Section 16-17-500 is amended to include the following:  35 

  36 

A. Description  37 

  38 

It is unlawful for an individual to sell, furnish, give, distribute, purchase for, or 39 

provide a tobacco product or an alternative nicotine product to a minor under the 40 

age of twenty-one years.  41 

  42 

B. Requirements  43 

  44 

1. A person must have a proof of identification that satisfies the current laws 45 

in order to buy tobacco products.  46 
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  1 

2. A person engaged in the sale of alternative tobacco products made through 2 

the Internet or other remote sales methods shall perform an age verification 3 

through an independent, third-party age verification service that compares 4 

information available from public records to the personal information entered 5 

by the individual during the ordering process that establishes the individual 6 

is twenty-one years of age or older.  7 

  8 

C. Exceptions  9 

  10 

1. This amendment does not apply to current military members or veterans in 11 

any branch of the military.  12 

  13 

Section III: This law shall be implemented and enforced by the Department of Health and 14 

Environmental Control as follows:   15 

  16 

1. An individual who knowingly violates a provision of subsections (a), (b), (c), 17 

or (d) in person, by agent, or in any other way is guilty of a misdemeanor and, 18 

upon conviction, must be:  19 

(a) For a first offense, fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more 20 

than two hundred dollars;  21 

  22 

(b) For a second offense, which occurs within three years of the first 23 

offense, fined not less than two hundred dollars nor more than three 24 

hundred dollars;  25 

  26 

(c) For a third or subsequent offense, which occurs within three years of 27 

the first offense, fined not less than three hundred dollars nor more than 28 

four hundred dollars.  29 

  30 

(d) In lieu of the fine, the court may require an individual to successfully 31 

complete a Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services 32 

approved merchant tobacco enforcement education program.  33 

  34 

(1) A minor under the age of twenty-one years must not purchase, 35 

attempt to purchase, possess, or attempt to possess a tobacco 36 

product or an alternative nicotine product, or present or offer proof 37 

of age that is false or fraudulent for the purpose of purchasing or 38 

possessing these products.  39 

  40 

(2) A minor who knowingly violates a provision of item (1) in 41 

person, by agent, or in any other way commits a noncriminal 42 

offense and is subject to a civil fine of twenty-five dollars. The 43 

civil fine is subject to all applicable court costs, assessments, and 44 

surcharges.  45 

  46 
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(3) In lieu of the civil fine, the court may require a minor to 1 

successfully complete a Department of Health and Environmental 2 

Control approved smoking cessation or tobacco prevention 3 

program, or to perform not more than five hours of community 4 

service for a charitable institution.  5 

  6 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 7 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.    8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Judah Smith    2 

Bob Jones University  3 

  4 

Purpose: TO IMPROVE HEALTH CARE COVERAGE FOR WORKING SOUTH 5 

CAROLINA CITIZENS  6 

  7 

Whereas, 240,000 adult South Carolinians are uninsured and eligible for Medicaid under the 8 

provisions of the Affordable Care Act (ACA); and,   9 

  10 

Whereas, South Carolina is one of only 14 states which have not expanded Medicaid under 11 

the provisions of the ACA; and,   12 

  13 

Whereas,  The Federal Government has agreed to reimburse 90% of the cost of expansion; 14 

and,   15 

  16 

Whereas, South Carolina is projected to lose $15.8 billion in Federal Funding between 2013 17 

and 2022, and SC hospitals have lost 6.2 billion dollars in health insurance 18 

reimbursement since 2013; and,   19 

  20 

Whereas, South Carolinians’ taxpayer dollars are already used by the Federal Government 21 

to fund Medicaid expansion in 36 states and the District of Columbia; and,   22 

  23 

Whereas, Work requirements will prevent misuse of Medicaid, and encourage employment 24 

and private insurance enrollment.  25 

  26 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 27 

assembled the following:   28 

  29 

Section I: SC Health Care for Working Citizens. – The intent of this bill is to facilitate the 30 

design of a health care program that addresses the needs of citizens of South 31 

Carolina committed to a healthy lifestyle who are ineligible for Medicaid due to 32 

their income levels, but who are otherwise unable to afford health insurance. To 33 

meet these needs, the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) shall 34 

design a program to be known as "SC Health Care for Working Citizens."   35 

  36 

Section II:  Article 9, Sections 44-6-(1060–1080), is added to the SC Code of Laws to 37 

include the following:  38 

ARTICLE 9  39 

SC Health Care for Working Citizens  40 

  41 

SECTION 44-6-1060 – Population to be covered. – The Department of Health 42 

and Human Services shall provide SC Health Care for Working Citizens program 43 

coverage to residents of South Carolina who meet all of the following criteria:   44 

  45 
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1. The resident meets all federal Medicaid citizenship and 1 

immigration requirements.   2 

  3 

2. The resident is not eligible for Medicaid under the currently 4 

established South Carolina Medicaid program eligibility criteria.  5 

   6 

3. The resident's modified adjusted gross income (MAGI) does not 7 

exceed one hundred thirty-five percent (135%) of the federal poverty 8 

level.  9 

   10 

4. The resident is not entitled to or enrolled in Medicare Part A or 11 

Medicare Part B benefits.   12 

  13 

5. The resident is an adult who is no younger than age 19 and no 14 

older than age 64.   15 

  16 

SECTION 44-6-1070 Participant contributions. – SC Health Care for Working 17 

Citizens program participants shall pay an annual premium, billed monthly, that is 18 

set at two percent (2%) of the participant's household income. Participant 19 

contributions shall be utilized to fund the program as required by Section III of 20 

this bill. Failure of a program participant to make a premium contribution within 21 

120 days of its due date shall result in the suspension of the program participant 22 

from the program. An individual who was suspended from the program for 23 

nonpayment of the monthly premium may reactivate coverage if that individual 24 

meets the eligibility requirements and pays the total amount in previously unpaid 25 

premiums owed by the individual. The Department of Health and Human Services 26 

(DHHS) shall adopt rules related to premium requirements, including exemptions 27 

from the requirements.   28 

  29 

SECTION 44-6-1080 Program requirements. – In addition to the monthly 30 

premium contributions required by Section 44-6-1070 of this bill, the SC Health 31 

Care for Working Citizens program shall include the following requirements:   32 

  33 

1. Co-payments. – Co-payments under the program shall be 34 

comparable with the co-payments applied under the South Carolina 35 

Medicaid State Plan.  36 

  37 

2. Preventive care and wellness activities. – To promote health and 38 

wellness, the Department of Health and Human Services shall establish 39 

preventive care and wellness activities  40 

   41 

3. Mandatory employment activities. – To increase employment, the 42 

Department of Health and Human Services shall establish employment 43 

activities for program participants that adhere to federal guidance and are 44 

aligned with the work requirements of the Able-Bodied Adults Without 45 

Dependents (ABAWDs) policy under the Supplemental Nutrition 46 
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Assistance Program as much as possible, provided that exemptions from 1 

mandatory employment activities shall be limited to the following 2 

individuals:   3 

  4 

a. Individuals living in the home with, and serving as the 5 

primary caregiver for, a dependent minor child; a disabled or 6 

medically frail adult child; or a disabled parent, disabled spouse, or 7 

other disabled and medically frail relative.   8 

b. Individuals who are in active treatment for a substance 9 

abuse disorder.   10 

c. Individuals determined to be medically frail or with an 11 

acute medical condition that would prevent the individual from 12 

complying with the employment requirements.   13 

d. Pregnant and postpartum women.   14 

e. Any other category of individuals required to be exempt by 15 

the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.  16 

  17 

Section III: Funding. – The following three sources shall be the only sources of funding for 18 

the SC Health Care for Working Citizens program:   19 

  20 

1. Federal funds. – The Department of Health and Human Services is 21 

required to seek the highest federal financial participation percentage 22 

available to fund the program.   23 

  24 

2. Participant contributions. – Participants in the program shall make 25 

monthly premium payments as required by Section 44-6-1070 of this bill.  26 

  27 

3. State and county funds. – The State and county share of costs that 28 

are not covered by federal funds or participant contributions will be 29 

funded through intergovernmental transfers, gross premiums tax revenue, 30 

and hospital assessments.   31 

  32 

Section IV: Program Continuation Contingency – If, after the implementation of the program, 33 

the federal medical assistance percentage (FMAP) for services provided through 34 

the SC Health Care for Working Citizens program falls below ninety percent 35 

(90%), then, upon receipt of information indicating that the FMAP will be lower 36 

than ninety percent (90%), the Secretary of DHHS shall promptly provide notice 37 

of the change in the FMAP to the General Assembly of South Carolina. Coverage 38 

under the SC Health Care for Working Citizens program shall terminate on the 39 

last day the FMAP is ninety percent (90%) or greater.  40 

  41 

Section V: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 42 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.    43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill  1 

Presented By Nathan Swaim   2 

Bob Jones University  3 

  4 

Purpose:  To foster technological growth in South Carolina.  5 

  6 

Whereas,  18 states (Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Illinois, 7 

Maryland, Michigan, Missouri, Nebraska, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, 8 

Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia, and Wyoming) have introduced legislation 9 

regarding blockchain.  10 

  11 

Whereas,  Blockchain technology has gained traction in financial, corporate, and 12 

cultural settings, and a Deloitte study reported that 53% of businesses with more 13 

than $500 million in revenue have blockchain technology in their top five 14 

strategic priorities.  15 

  16 

Whereas, Blockchain technology has applications in the business realm with regards to data 17 

storage and auditing transaction records, and can save businesses $27 Billion 18 

annually by 2030.  19 

  20 

Whereas, Fostering an atmosphere of growth in the South Carolina technology sector will 21 

benefit all South Carolinians in both their daily lives and in bringing jobs to the 22 

state.   23 

  24 

Whereas,  New technologies should be developed in a safe in an open market and not stifled 25 

by taxes.  26 

  27 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 28 

assembled the following:   29 

  30 

Section I: For the purposes of this bill, the following definitions apply:  31 

  32 

"Blockchain" means an electronic record created by the use of a decentralized 33 

method by multiple parties to verify and store a digital record of transactions 34 

which is secured by the use of a cryptographic hash of previous transaction 35 

information.  36 

  37 

"Cryptographic hash" means a mathematical algorithm which performs a one-way 38 

conversion of input data into output data of a specified size to verify the integrity 39 

of the data.  40 

  41 

"Electronic" means relating to technology having electrical, digital, magnetic, 42 

wireless, optical, electromagnetic, or similar capabilities.   43 

  44 

http://www.ncsl.org/research/financial-services-and-commerce/the-fundamentals-of-risk-management-and-insurance-viewed-through-the-lens-of-emerging-technology-webinar.aspx
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/b/blockchain.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/b/blockchain.asp
https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/insights/topics/understanding-blockchain-potential/global-blockchain-survey.html
https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/insights/topics/understanding-blockchain-potential/global-blockchain-survey.html
https://www.ccn.com/blockchain-adoption-to-save-banks-27-billion-annually-by-2030-research/
https://www.ccn.com/blockchain-adoption-to-save-banks-27-billion-annually-by-2030-research/
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"Electronic record" means a record created, generated, sent, communicated, 1 

received, or stored by electronic means, including a blockchain or a smart 2 

contract.   3 

  4 

"Record" means information that is inscribed on a tangible medium or that is 5 

stored in an electronic or other medium and is retrievable in perceivable form.  6 

  7 

Section II:  Add Section 19-1-200 to read:  8 

  9 

 (A) A smart contract, record, or signature may not be denied legal effect or 10 

enforceability solely because a blockchain was used to create, store, or verify the 11 

smart contract, record, or signature.  12 

  13 

(B) In a proceeding, evidence of a smart contract, record, or signature must not be 14 

excluded solely because a blockchain was used to create, store, or verify the smart 15 

contract, record, or signature.   16 

  17 

(C) If a law requires a record to be in writing, submission of a blockchain which 18 

electronically contains the record satisfies the law.   19 

  20 

(D) If a law requires a signature, submission of a blockchain which electronically 21 

contains the signature or verifies the intent of a person to provide the signature 22 

satisfies the law.  23 

  24 

Section III: Add  Section 6-1-2020 to read:  25 

  26 

(A) The state of South Carolina shall not:  27 

  28 

(1) impose any tax or fee on the use of a blockchain or smart contract by 29 

any person or entity;   30 

  31 

(2) require any person or entity to obtain any certificate, license, or permit 32 

to use a blockchain or smart contract.  33 

  34 

  35 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 36 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.    37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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A Bill  1 

Presented By Reagan Musselman  2 

Bob Jones University   3 

  4 

Purpose: To increase wildlife conservation in South Carolina    5 

  6 

Whereas,         An estimated 200 acres per day committed to new development in South Carolina; 7 

and,    8 

  9 

Whereas, As the real estate market fluctuates and property is bought/sold in the state, so the 10 

level of conservation should shift; and,   11 

  12 

Whereas,  47 animal species are in South Carolina are  “at risk,” 12 “threatened,” and 36 13 

“endangered”; and, : and,     14 

  15 

Whereas, States such as North Carolina and Virginia have conserved twice and even three 16 

times as much land as South Carolina; and,   17 

  18 

Whereas, South Carolina ranks worse than approx. 70% of other American states in Natural 19 

Environment rankings; and,   20 

  21 

Whereas, S.C.’s 47 state parks brought in more than $34 million during the 2018-2019 22 

fiscal year; and,   23 

  24 

Whereas,  Many educational programs are funded and run through state parks and 25 

conservation funds; and,    26 

  27 

Whereas, 200 full-time personnel and hundreds of additional temporary employees year-28 

round;  29 
 30 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 31 

assembled the following:   32 

  33 

Section I: To amend SECTION 48-59-30  to include the following  34 

  35 

(A)   For purposes of this chapter, conservation criteria include:  36 

(1)   for the conservation of unique or important wildlife habitat;  37 

(2)   for the conservation of any rare or endangered species;  38 

(3)   for the conservation of a relatively undisturbed or outstanding example of 39 

an ecosystem indigenous to South Carolina  40 

(B) There is established the South Carolina Conservation Bank to further wildlife 41 

conservation in South Carolina. The bank is governed by a board selected by 42 

DHEC  43 
 44 

Section II:  (A) In order for the funds of the DHEC Conservation Bank to be used or 45 

reallocated one or more of the Conservation Criteria must be met.   46 



 

 

Fall 2019  SCSL 

114 

(B)   The bank is established and authorized to award grants to eligible trust fund 1 

recipients for the purchase or maintenance of land, so long as the grants advance 2 

the purposes of this chapter and meet criteria contained in Section  3 

  4 

Section III: To be funded by transferring .25 cents of every $1.35 collected by the state 5 

through deed recording fees to the DHEC Conservation Bank   6 

  7 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 8 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.    9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 
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A Bill  1 

Presented By Sarah Rumpf   2 

Bob Jones University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To protect religious non-profit child placement agencies in South Carolina by 5 

protecting religious liberties.  6 

  7 

Whereas, Religious liberty is a constitutional right which states that American citizens can 8 

exercise their religious freely, without being coerced to join an established church 9 

or to satisfy a religious test as a qualification to public office.   10 

  11 

Whereas, Citing the federal Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA), Governor Henry 12 

McMaster’s sought a waiver for faith-based organizations   13 

  14 

Whereas, The Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) intends to prevent other federal 15 

laws from substantially burdening a person’s free exercise of religion.  16 

  17 

Whereas,  Since 1993, twenty-one states have enacted state RFRAs. These laws are intended 18 

to echo the federal RFRA but are not necessarily identical to the federal law.  19 

  20 

Whereas, Governor McMaster received an exemption from federal regulations enacted by 21 

the Obama administration that forbid discrimination based on sexual orientation, 22 

gender identity and religion.  23 

  24 

Whereas,  Virginia, South Dakota, North Dakota, Michigan, Texas, Alabama, Oklahoma, 25 

Mississippi, and Kansas- have laws that specifically warrant child-place agencies 26 

to refuse to place children with families on religious grounds.  27 

  28 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 29 

assembled the following:   30 

  31 

Section I:  For this bill, the following terms are defined as follows:   32 

  33 

  34 

1. Non-Profit: no part of the organization’s net earnings can inure to the 35 

benefit of any private shareholder or individual.”  36 

  37 

2. Religious Liberty: a principle that supports the freedom of an individual or 38 

community, in public or private, to manifest religion or belief in teaching, 39 

practice, worship, and observance. It also includes the freedom to change one's 40 

religion or beliefs  41 

  42 

3. Religious Discrimination: involves treating a person (an applicant or 43 

employee) unfavorably because of his or her religious beliefs  44 

  45 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belief
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worship
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4. Exercise of religion: the exercise of religion under the First Amendment to 1 

the United States Constitution or Article I, Section 2 of the State Constitution.   2 

  3 

5. Employer: a person who is engaged in an industry affecting commerce and 4 

who has 15 or more employees for each working day in each of 20 or more 5 

calendar weeks in the current or preceding calendar year.  6 

  7 

6. Compelling interests: a government interest is compelling when it is more 8 

that routine and does more than simply improve government efficiency.   9 

  10 

  11 

Section II:   Add Section 1-32-35 to the South Carolina Code of Laws to include:  12 

  13 

Said organization can affirm a reason to believe that state a refusal to provide its 14 

services as a licensed Child Placing Agency to families who are not specifically 15 

of a particular denomination, sect of belief system for the purpose to ensure the 16 

interests of religious liberty are protected.   17 

  18 

Section III:  Provisions  19 

  20 

`The Religious Freedom Restoration Act in South Carolina contends that 21 

organizations must meet to specific criterium. First, the burden must be necessary 22 

for the furtherance of a compelling government interest. The second is that the 23 

rule must be the least restrictive way in which to further the government interest.   24 

  25 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 26 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.    27 

  28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 
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A Bill  1 

Presented By Savvy Seiber  2 

Bob Jones University  3 

  4 

Purpose: To help prevent the abuse of prescription drugs  5 

  6 

Whereas, According to a study by The National Institute on Drug Abuse in 2016 an 7 

estimated 54 million Americans have used prescription pain relievers for 8 

nonmedical purposes   9 

  10 

Whereas, As part of the effort to curb the growth of opioid abuse, all 50 states have initiated 11 

prescription drug monitoring programs (PDMP’s) with the purpose of identifying 12 

drug abuse and diversion—US Department of Justice, Drug Enforcement 13 

Administration    14 

  15 

Whereas, The United States makes up 5 percent of the worlds population and consumes 16 

approximately 80 percent of the world’s prescription opioid drugs –Talbott 17 

Recovery  18 

  19 

Whereas,  Prescription opioid drugs contribute to 40 percent of all US opioid overdose 20 

deaths—Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  21 

  22 

Whereas,  More that half (53 percent) of prescription opioid users got their last painkillers 23 

from a friend or relative, with 40.4 percent paying nothing for the pills—2016 24 

National Survey on Drug Use and Health  25 

  26 

Whereas,  In 2016, more than 46 people died every day from overdoses involving 27 

prescription opioids—Center for Disease Control and Prevention  28 

  29 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 30 

assembled the following:   31 

  32 

Section I: Section 44-53-360(e) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:  33 

  34 

(e) “prescriptions for controlled substances in Schedule II with the exception of 35 

transdermal patches, must not exceed sixty tablets or capsules, or two hundred 36 

twenty milliliters of a opiate containing liquid to be dispensed for a 16 37 

day supply. Prescriptions for Schedule II substances must be dispensed within 38 

ninety days of the date of issue, after which time they are void. Prescriptions for 39 

controlled substances in Schedules III through V, inclusive, must not exceed a 40 

ninety-day supply   41 

  42 

Section II: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 43 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.    44 

 45 

 46 

47 
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A Bill 1 

Presented By Brooke Weathers and Trey Watts 2 

Erskine College  3 

 4 

Purpose:  To reclassify Marijuana and THC from Schedule I substances to more appropriate 5 

schedules.  6 

 7 

Whereas, The use of medical marijuana is legal in 31 states; and, 8 

 9 

Whereas, Marijuana and THC are currently in the same schedule with drugs such as 10 

Levophenacylmorphan, Heroin and MDMA; and,  11 

 12 

Whereas,  Marijuana and THC are currently in a higher schedule than methamphetamine.  13 

 14 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 15 

assembled the following:  16 

 17 

Section I:  Amend SECTION 56-5-3890 SUBSECTION (D) to read: 18 

 19 

(D) Any material, compound, mixture, or preparation which contains any quantity 20 

of the following hallucinogenic substances, their salts, isomers, and salts 21 

of isomers, unless specifically excepted, whenever the existence of such 22 

salts, isomers, and salts of isomers is possible within the specific chemical 23 

designation: 24 

 25 

1. 3,4-methylenedioxy amphetamine 26 

 27 

2. 5-methoxy-3,4-methylenedioxy amphetamine 28 

 29 

3. 3,4-methylenedioxymethamphetamine (MDMA) 30 

 31 

4. 3,4,5-trimethoxy amphetamine 32 

 33 

5. Bufotenine 34 

 35 

6. Diethyltryptamine (DET) 36 

 37 

7. Dimethyltryptamine (DMT) 38 

 39 

8. 4-methyl-2,5-dimethoxyamphetamine (STP) 40 

 41 

9. Ibogaine 42 

 43 

10. Lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD) 44 

 45 

11. Marijuana 46 
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 1 

12. Mescaline 2 

 3 

13. Peyote 4 

 5 

14. N-ethyl-3-piperidyl benzilate 6 

 7 

15. N-methyl-3-piperidyl benzilate 8 

 9 

16. Psilocybin 10 

 11 

17. Psilocyn 12 

 13 

18. Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) 14 

 15 

19. 2,5-dimethoxyamphetamine 16 

 17 

20. 4-bromo-2,5-dimethoxyamphetamine 18 

 19 

21. 4-Methoxyamphetamine 20 

 21 

22. Thiophene analog of phencyclidine 22 

 23 

23. Parahexyl 24 

 25 

24. Synthetic cannabinoids.-Any material, compound, mixture, or preparation that 26 

is not listed as a controlled substance in Schedule I through V, is not an 27 

FDA-approved drug, and contains any quantity of the following 28 

substances, their salts, isomers (whether optical, positional, or geometric), 29 

homologues, and salts of isomers and homologues, unless specifically 30 

excepted, whenever the existence of these salts, isomers, homologues, and 31 

salts of isomers and homologues is possible within the specific chemical 32 

designation: 33 

 34 

a. Naphthoylindoles. Any compound containing a 3-(1-naphthoyl)indole structure 35 

with substitution at the nitrogen atom of the indole ring by an alkyl, 36 

haloalkyl, alkenyl, cycloalkylmethyl, cycloalkylethyl, 1-(N-methyl-2-37 

piperidinyl)methyl, or 2-(4-morpholinyl)ethyl group, whether or not 38 

further substituted in the indole ring to any extent and whether or not 39 

substituted in the naphthyl ring to any extent. Including, but not limited to, 40 

JWH-015, JWH-018, JWH-019, JWH-073, JWH-081, JWH-122, JWH-41 

200, JWH-210, JWH-398, AM-2201, WIN 55-212, AM-2201 (C1 analog), 42 

AM-1220. 43 

 44 

b. Naphthylmethylindoles. Any compound containing a 1H-indol-3-yl-(1-45 

naphthyl)methane structure with substitution at the nitrogen atom of the 46 



 

 

Fall 2019  SCSL 

120 

indole ring by an alkyl, haloalkyl, alkenyl, cycloalkylmethyl, 1 

cycloalkylethyl, 1-(N-methyl-2-piperidinyl)methyl, or 2-(4-2 

morpholinyl)ethyl group, whether or not further substituted in the indole 3 

ring to any extent and whether or not substituted in the naphthyl ring to 4 

any extent. 5 

 6 

c. Naphthoylpyrroles. Any compound containing a 3-(1-naphthoyl)pyrrole 7 

structure with substitution at the nitrogen atom of the pyrrole ring by an 8 

alkyl, haloalkyl, alkenyl, cycloalkylmethyl, cycloalkylethyl, 1-(N-methyl-9 

2-piperidinyl)methyl, or 2-(4-morpholinyl)ethyl group, whether or not 10 

further substituted in the pyrrole ring to any extent and whether or not 11 

substituted in the naphthyl ring to any extent. Including, but not limited to, 12 

JWH-307, JWH-370, JWH-176. 13 

 14 

d. Naphthylmethylindenes. Any compound containing a naphthylideneindene 15 

structure with substitution at the 3-position of the indene ring by an alkyl, 16 

haloalkyl, alkenyl, cycloalkylmethyl, cycloalkylethyl, 1-(N-methyl-2-17 

piperidinyl)methyl, or 2-(4-morpholinyl)ethyl group, whether or not 18 

further substituted in the indene ring to any extent and whether or not 19 

substituted in the naphthyl ring to any extent. 20 

 21 

e. Phenylacetylindoles. Any compound containing a 3-phenylacetylindole 22 

structure with substitution at the nitrogen atom of the indole ring by an 23 

alkyl, haloalkyl, alkenyl, cycloalkylmethyl, cycloalkylethyl, 1-(N-methyl-24 

2-piperidinyl)methyl, or 2-(4-morpholinyl)ethyl group, whether or not 25 

further substituted in the indole ring to any extent and whether or not 26 

substituted in the phenyl ring to any extent. Including, but not limited to, 27 

SR-18, RCS-8, JWH-203, JWH-250, JWH-251. 28 

 29 

f. Cyclohexylphenols. Any compound containing a 2-(3-30 

hydroxycyclohexyl)phenol structure with substitution at the 5-position of 31 

the phenolic ring by an alkyl, haloalkyl, alkenyl, cycloalkylmethyl, 32 

cycloalkylethyl, 1-(N-methyl-2-piperidinyl)methyl, or 2-(4-33 

morpholinyl)ethyl group, whether or not substituted in the cyclohexyl ring 34 

to any extent. Including, but not limited to, CP 47,497 (and homologues), 35 

cannabicyclohexanol, CP-55, 940. 36 

 37 

g. Benzoylindoles. Any compound containing a 3-(benzoyl)indole structure with 38 

substitution at the nitrogen atom of the indole ring by an alkyl, haloalkyl, 39 

alkenyl, cycloalkylmethyl, cycloalkylethyl, 1-(N-methyl-2-40 

piperidinyl)methyl, or 2-(4-morpholinyl)ethyl group, whether or not 41 

further substituted in the indole ring to any extent and whether or not 42 

substituted in the phenyl ring to any extent. Including, but not limited to, 43 

AM-694, Pravadoline (WIN 48,098), RCS-4, AM-630, AM-1241, AM-44 

2233. 45 

 46 
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h. 2,3-Dihydro-5-methyl-3-(4-morpholinylmethyl)pyrrolo [1,2,3-de]-1, 4-1 

benzoxazin-6-yl]-1-napthalenylmethanone (WIN 55,212-2). 2 

 3 

i. 9-(hydroxymethyl)-6,6-dimethy l-3-(2-methyloctan-2-yl)-6a,7,10,10a-4 

tetrahydrobenzo[c]chromen-1-ol 7370 (HU-210, HU-211). 5 

 6 

j. Adamantoylindoles. Any compound containing a 3-(1-adamantoyl)indole 7 

structure with substitution at the nitrogen atom of the indole ring by a 8 

alkyl, haloalkyl, alkenyl, cycloalkylmethyl, cycloalkylethyl, 1-(N-methyl-9 

2-piperidinyl)methyl or 2-(4-morpholinyl)ethyl group, whether or not 10 

further substituted in the indole ring to any extent and whether or not 11 

substituted in the adamantyl ring system to any extent. 12 

 13 

Section II:   To amend SECTION 44-53-230 (B) to read: 14 

 15 

(b) Any material, compound, mixture or preparation which contains any quantity 16 

of the following substances having a stimulant effect on the central nervous 17 

system: 18 

 19 

1. Benzphetamine 20 

 21 

2. Chlorphentermine 22 

 23 

3. Clortermine 24 

 25 

4. (Deleted) 26 

 27 

5. Phendimetrazine 28 

 29 

6. Marijuana  30 

 31 

7. Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) 32 

 33 

Section III: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 34 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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Reduce Insulin Prices Bill 1 

Presented By Caroline Woolard  2 

Erskine College 3 

 4 

Purpose:  To lessen the burden of diabetes in South Carolina. 5 

 6 

Whereas,  Over 575,000 people (14.1% of the population) in South Carolina are affected by 7 

diabetes, and another 1,315,000 people (37.2% of the population) in South 8 

Carolina have pre-diabetes; and  9 

 10 

Whereas, The total direct medical expenses for people living with diabetes in South 11 

Carolina was estimated at $4.1 billion in 2012, another $1.3 billion was spent on 12 

indirect costs; and 13 

 14 

Whereas, Between 2012 and 2016, gross insulin spending per person increased by 15 

$2,841; and 16 

 17 

Whereas,  The increase in gross spending on insulin accounted for 47% of the increase in 18 

total per-person spending over the period, a number which continues to rise; and 19 

 20 

Whereas,  Since the 1990’s the cost of insulin alone has increased 1,200%; and 21 

 22 

Whereas, Type 1 diabetics are vulnerable to price increases and low insurance coverage 23 

because they can't live without the drug, insulin is not an optional medication; and  24 

 25 

Whereas, One in four type 1 diabetics have reported insulin underuse due to the high cost of 26 

insulin, rationing that has resulted in the death of dozens; and 27 

 28 

Therefore, It is important to enact policies to reduce the costs for South Carolinians with 29 

diabetes to obtain life-saving and life-sustaining insulin, so be it enacted by the 30 

South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here assembled the 31 

following:  32 

 33 

Section I: Add Section 38-71-47 to the South Carolina Code of Law that states: Cost sharing 34 

in prescription insulin drugs – limits – definition – rules  35 

(1) As used in this section, “prescription insulin drug” means a prescription drug 36 

that contains insulin and is used to treat diabetes 37 

(2) A carrier that provides coverage for prescription insulin drugs pursuant to the 38 

terms of a health coverage plan the carrier offers shall cap the total amount 39 

that a covered person is required to pay for a covered prescription insulin drug 40 

at an amount not to exceed one hundred dollars per thirty-day supply of 41 

insulin, regardless of the amount or type of insulin needed to fill the covered 42 

person’s prescription 43 

(3) Nothing in this section prevents a carrier from reducing a covered person’s 44 

cost sharing by the previous amount specified in subsection (2).  45 
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(4) The commissioner may use any of the commissioner’s enforcement powers to 1 

obtain a carrier’s compliance with this section  2 

(5) The commissioner may promulgate rules as necessary to implement and 3 

administer this section and to align with federal requirements.  4 

 5 

Section V: This bill will go into effect at the beginning of the next fiscal period upon passage 6 

by the General Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill 1 

Presented By Mikayla Glenn & Elizabeth Schneider 2 

Erskine College 3 

 4 

Purpose:  To amend Section 38-93-40. 5 

 6 

Whereas,   Genetic companies such as 23andme, and FamilyTreeDNA are becoming very 7 

popular. 8 

 9 

Whereas,  Most people use these DNA tests to find out about their family tree and are not 10 

aware how their DNA is actually being used. 11 

 12 

Whereas,  Genetic testing companies are acquiring huge databases of DNA and some of 13 

these are sharing access of the DNA information they acquire with law 14 

enforcement, drug makers and app developers.   15 

 16 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 17 

assembled the following:  18 

 19 

Section I:  To amend section 38-93-40 to read:  20 

 21 

(A) All genetic information obtained before or after the effective date of this 22 

chapter must be confidential and must not be disclosed to a third party in a 23 

manner that allows identification of the individual tested without first obtaining 24 

the written informed consent of that individual or a person legally authorized to 25 

consent on behalf of the individual, except that genetic information may be 26 

disclosed without consent: 27 

 28 

(1) as necessary for the purpose of a criminal or death investigation, a criminal or 29 

judicial proceeding, an inquest, or a child fatality review, or for purposes of the 30 

State DNA Database established by Section 23-3-610; 31 

 32 

(2) to determine the paternity of a person pursuant to Section 63-17-30; 33 

 34 

(3) pursuant to an order of a court of competent jurisdiction specifically ordering 35 

disclosure of the genetic information; 36 

 37 

(4) where genetic information concerning a deceased individual will assist in 38 

medical diagnosis of blood relatives of the decedent; 39 

 40 

(5) to a law enforcement or other authorized agency for the purpose of identifying 41 

a person or a dead body; or 42 

 43 

(6) as specifically authorized or required by a state or federal statute. 44 

 45 

(B) A health insurance issuer may not require an individual to consent to the 46 
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disclosure of genetic information to the issuer as a condition for obtaining health 1 

insurance coverage. 2 

 3 

Section II: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 4 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 
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A Bill  1 

Presented By: Imani Parks-Williams  2 

Erskine College 3 

 4 

Purpose:  To restrict the ability of licensed contractors to endanger the health, safety, and 5 

welfare of the public 6 

Whereas, Licensed contractors are held to qualifications granting their licensure 7 

 8 

Whereas, Licensed contractors who orchestrate projects which fail to meet qualifications are 9 

subject to penalty 10 

 11 

Whereas,  Licensed contractors may play minute roles in such projects and remain 12 

unpenalized  13 

 14 

Whereas, Joint Venture Bids offer the opportunity for one licensed contractor to act as the 15 

prime contractor, thus rendering the other licensed contractor subordinate  16 

 17 

Whereas, A threat remains posed 18 

 19 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 20 

assembled the following:  21 

 22 

Section I: Add a subsection to SECTION 40-11-330 of the South Carolina Code of Laws to 23 

read 24 

(B)   No agency or instrumentality of the state government, including an independent 25 

agency, shall enter into or approve a contract with a licensed contractor if the 26 

licensed contractor has contributed to a prohibited recipient 27 

 28 

(C)  To facilitate compliance with this section: 29 

(1)   The contracting authority shall: 30 

(a)   Require that licensed contractors report their principals to the contracting   31 

  authority; 32 

(b)   Notify licensed contractors, in the solicitation or similar invitation or   33 

  opportunity to contract, of: 34 

(i)   The prohibited recipients or, if the value of the contract is     35 

  estimated  36 

(ii)   Any other relevant provisions of this act; 37 

 38 
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 1 

Section II:  “Prohibited Recipient” shall be defined as a project which features    2 

  conditions identified as unlawful or deeming of denial of license or certificate as  3 

  regulated by Section 40-11-200 and Section 40-11-130 of the South Carolina  4 

  Code of Laws 5 

 6 

Section III: “Contracting Authority” shall be defined as the South Carolina Contractor's  7 

  Licensing Board under the administration of the Department of Labor, Licensing  8 

  and Regulation 9 

 10 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 11 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 
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A Bill 1 

Presented By Leigh Pendergrass 2 

Erskine College 3 

 4 

Purpose: To make the process of piercings safer 5 

 6 

Whereas, Many places of business use piercing guns to pierce ears; and 7 

 8 

Whereas, Some places also use piercing guns to pierce cartilage; and 9 

 10 

Whereas,  Piercing guns cannot be properly sterilized due to their inability to be taken fully 11 

apart, which can lead to infections; and 12 

 13 

Whereas, The use of piercing guns causes blunt trauma leading to tissue damage; and 14 

 15 

Whereas, When used on cartilage, piercing guns can cause complete shattering of the 16 

cartilage and would require cosmetic surgery to repair; and 17 

 18 

Whereas, Piercers at mall kiosks who use piercing guns are typically not professionals and 19 

receive minimal training. 20 

 21 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 22 

assembled the following:  23 

 24 

Section I: Definitions: 25 

 Piercing gun is defined as a spring-loaded, trigger-released instrument designed to 26 

pierce the skin using a blunt earring. 27 

 Body piercing is defined as any puncture made through the skin or cartilage for 28 

decorative and/or expressive purposes including but not limited to ear, nose, 29 

navel, and lip piercings. 30 

 Body jewelry is defined as an object used to maintain body piercings for 31 

decorative and/or expressive purposes including but not limited to earrings, 32 

horseshoe rings, curved barbells, and pierced ear stretching devices. 33 

 Body piercing facility is defined as a place in which any type of body piercing is 34 

performed. 35 

 Piercer is defined as a person who is certified to perform piercings professionally. 36 

 37 

Section II:  To be added to the South Carolina Code of Laws as Section 44-32-130 38 

(A)  No body piercing facility shall use a piercing gun for any body 39 

piercing. 40 

(B)  All body piercings must be done with a single-use needle for all 41 

piercings. When a single person is receiving multiple body piercings, a 42 

separate needle must be used for each individual body piercing. 43 

(C)  All body piercing facilities must employ a minimum of one (1) 44 

professional piercer to perform any type of body piercings. The 45 

professional must meet the requirements set forth in Section 44-32-50. 46 
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(D)  Any body piercing facility found using piercing guns to perform body 1 

piercings will be disciplined as follows: 2 

(1) Offending facilities will be subjected to a fine of one-thousand dollars 3 

($1,000) and all employed piercers must attend a course designed by 4 

the Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC). Failure 5 

to comply constitutes a second offense. 6 

(2) Facilities who commit a second offense will be subjected to a fine of 7 

two-thousand dollars ($2,000) and the facility’s permit will be revoked 8 

for six (6) months. Failure to comply constitutes a third offense. 9 

(3) Facilities who commit a third offense will no longer be permitted to 10 

perform body piercings. The facility may continue to sell body jewelry 11 

and other merchandise. If the facility continues to perform body 12 

piercings, employees will face up to six (6) months imprisonment. 13 

 14 

Section III: All fines collected from offending facilities will be sent to the State Treasurer to 15 

credit the Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC). This money 16 

will be used to enforce laws pertaining to body modifications. 17 

 18 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 19 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill 1 

Presented By: Malaysya Zeinelabdin  2 

Erskine College 3 

 4 

Purpose: To allow physician assisted suicide otherwise known as “Death with Dignity”. 5 

 6 

Whereas, Anyone who is above the age of 18, mentally competent, and believed to be 7 

terminally ill with six months or less to live as determined by two physicians, 8 

should have the right to end their life on their own terms, instead of suffering 9 

throughout their final days, and; 10 

 11 

Whereas, 8 states in the United States and Washington D.C. have already implemented the 12 

Death with Dignity act into their laws, and; 13 

 14 

Whereas,  Since 1998 when the first prescription was giving in Oregon a total of 2,216 15 

people have received the medication under the act in Oregon in which only 1,459 16 

(65.8%) people out of the 2,216 actually went through with it, showing that the 17 

want for the Death with Dignity act is merely set to help patients re-obtain control 18 

over their life, whether they choose to utilize the prescription or not, and;  19 

  20 

 21 

Whereas,  Many people are leaving/have left their home states to become residents of states 22 

that are actively allowing physician assisted suicide once deemed in a terminal 23 

condition in order to pass on in peace and with dignity, and; 24 

 25 

Whereas, Physician assisted suicide not only brings peace and dignity to the patient as 26 

stated before but also to the family. Death with Dignity allows the patient to pass 27 

on without having to wait out their final days while not being able to do the things 28 

they love, which is reportedly 90.5% of the reason patients have decided to 29 

commit such an act, alongside loss of autonomy which is reportedly 91.7% of the 30 

reason.  31 

 32 

Whereas, Death with Dignity is necessary to give terminally ill people a final say in their 33 

lives.  34 

 35 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 36 

assembled the following:  37 

 38 

Section I: Definitions for this bill are as follows:  39 

 40 

I. "Physician" means a person licensed to practice medicine. 41 

 42 

II. "Terminal condition" means an incurable or irreversible condition that, 43 

within reasonable medical judgment, could cause death within a 44 

reasonably short period of time if life-sustaining procedures are not used. 45 

 46 
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III. "Patient" means a person who is under the care of a physician 1 

 2 

IV. “Competent" means that, in the opinion of a court or in the opinion of the 3 

patient's attending physician or consulting physician, psychiatrist or 4 

psychologist, a patient has the ability to make and communicate an 5 

informed decision to health care providers, including communication 6 

through persons familiar with the patient's manner of communicating if 7 

those persons are available. 8 

 9 

V. "Qualified patient" means a competent adult who is a resident of this 10 

State and who has satisfied the requirements of this Act in order to obtain 11 

a prescription for medication that the qualified patient may self-12 

administer to end the qualified patient's life in a humane and dignified 13 

manner. 14 

  15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

Section II:     To amend section 44-77-110 to read: Execution and consummation of 19 

declaration as not constituting suicide. 20 

                  21 

                        The execution and consummation of declarations made in accordance with 22 

Sections 44-77-40 and 44-77-50 do not constitute suicide for any purpose. 23 

Whereas the next section, section 44-77-130 will constitute for physician 24 

assisted suicide.             25 

                           26 

 27 

Section III: To amend section 44-77-130 to read: Chapter not to be construed to authorize or 28 

approve mercy killing.  In accordance with this section any patient mentally 29 

capable, of age (18 or older), and deemed terminally ill has the right to 30 

physician assisted suicide.  31 

 32 

                        Alongside the option of execution and consummation of declaration which 33 

Nothing in this chapter may be construed to authorize or approve mercy killing, or 34 

to permit any affirmative or deliberate act or omission to end life other than to is 35 

in place to permit the natural process of dying, the patient will also have the 36 

option to have a physician assist them with suicide if it is made evident that 37 

said person is a qualified patient. The patient must also have 6 months or less 38 

to live which must be determined by two physicians. Once the patient is 39 

proven to be a resident of the state of South Carolina and meets all of the 40 

fore mentioned requirements he/she will then be able to be considered for the 41 

Death with Dignity act.  42 

   43 

 44 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 45 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   46 
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A Bill 1 

Presented By Tanner Frye and Noah Jordan 2 

Erskine College 3 

 4 

Purpose:  To create an official calendar for South Carolina more reasonably suited to the 5 

needs and preferences of the individual and the society as a whole than the current 6 

(and virtually unchallenged) paradigm, based on an eight-day week. 7 

 8 

Whereas,  Studies show the significance need that humans have for rest and how there are 9 

positive correlations between better rest and student success as well as employee 10 

efficiency (Nagane et al., 2016) (Chiang, Y-C. et al., 2019); and, 11 

 12 

Whereas, Studies done on the period of Westward expansion show that the people traveling 13 

non-stop travelled slower and with more struggle than those who took the time to 14 

rest; and, 15 

 16 

Whereas,  An eight-hour work day provides two-thirds of a day for rest and recovery, while 17 

working five days in a current a week only provides two-sevenths of the week for 18 

recovery; and 19 

 20 

Whereas,  In the words of a Business Insider journalist, “A National Bureau of Economic 21 

Research report found that Americans work 50% more than do the Germans, 22 

French, and Italians. It's a global disparity: 39 countries have more vacations days 23 

than America. It's standard for Europeans to have four to six weeks off per year; 24 

Americans get 10 days.” (Baer, 2014); and 25 

 26 

Whereas,  The framework of the American Dream has—not through necessity, but by 27 

impulse—created a competitive workforce, one which is preoccupied with career 28 

and has a seemingly insufficient incentive to focus on family if it means forfeiting 29 

the upper hand in vocational venture over and against one’s neighbor(s); and 30 

 31 

Whereas,  Increased driving for the purpose of commuting directly correlates with the 32 

amount of emissions produced and therefore harms the environment; and 33 

 34 

Whereas,  Isolation, tunnel vision, and general funspongery are inherently unhealthy. 35 

 36 

Therefore,  Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 37 

assembled the following:  38 

 39 

Section I:  South Carolina will immediately adopt a calendar based on an eight-day week. 40 

 41 

Section II:  The days of the week will be as follows: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 42 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Saturday, Sunday. 43 

 44 

Section III:  National and International holidays dates will continue to be practiced respective 45 

to their dates on the national calendar, as well as seasons and solstices. 46 
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 1 

Section IV: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 2 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 
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A Bill 1 

Presented By Roberto Monzalvo 2 

Erskine College 3 

 4 

Purpose:   To consider allowing DACA students to be eligible of receiving in-state tuition 5 

rates and fees at public institutions of higher education and for state-supported 6 

scholarships and grants. 7 

 8 

Whereas,   Approximately 6,400 Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipients, 9 

also known as “Dreamers”, live in South Carolina; and  10 

 11 

Whereas,    Approximately one-third of Dreamers in South Carolina are in middle school, 12 

high school, or college; and  13 

 14 

Whereas,    Only eleven percent of Dreamers in South Carolina attend a Post-Secondary 15 

Institution; and 16 

 17 

Whereas,    In 2017 and 2018, the Joint Legislative committee for Children received in a 18 

public input in Charleston, Columbia, Greenville, and Florence, where over forty 19 

Dreamers testified and requested eligibility to receive in-state tuition, and state 20 

scholarships. 21 

 22 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here 23 

assembled the following:  24 

 25 

Section I: Chapter 112, Title 59 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:  26 

 27 

(1) A person who has a lawful presence in this state and is not precluded from 28 

establishing residency under federal immigration law may establish domicile 29 

in this State for the purpose of receiving in-state tuition rates and fees at 30 

public institutions of higher education. A person eligible for in-state tuition 31 

rate pursuant to this section is eligible for state-supported scholarships and 32 

grants, provided other eligibility requirements are met.  33 

   34 

 35 

Section II: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General 36 

Assembly and the signature of the Governor.   37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill  1 

Presented By Tome Filkov II   2 

Erskine College  3 

  4 

Purpose:  To attempt to lower the Obesity Percentage in the State of South Carolina.   5 

  6 

Whereas,  The Obesity Rate in all Adults had risen from 32.3% in 2017 to 34.1% in 2018.  7 

                  Making South Carolina the 41st Healthiest State in the United State for both males 8 

and females.    9 

  10 

Whereas,  The Obesity Rate in Men had risen from 31.0% in 2017 to 33.0% in 2018, making 11 

South Carolina the 36th Healthiest State in the United States for males.   12 

  13 

Whereas,  The Obesity Rate in Females had risen from 33.5% in 2017 to 35.1% in 14 

2018, making South Carolina the 42nd Healthiest State in the United States for 15 

females.   16 

  17 

Whereas,  The state of South Carolina must look for options to control and reduce the 18 

obesity epidemic to prevent further destruction of mankind through of stomachs.   19 

  20 

Whereas, One possible solution to lower the obesity epidemic would be to increase the cost 21 

of  “sugar drinks.”   22 

  23 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session here  24 

        assembled the following:   25 

  26 

Section I:  Sugary Drinks can be defined as a drink that contains some form 27 

of natural and/or artificial flavoring, sugar, high-fructose corn syrup, sugar 28 

substitute, caffeine,  colorings, preservatives and/or other ingredients containing 29 

more than 25 grams of sugar and over 100 calories.   30 

  31 

Section II:  The following are what classifies as “sugary drinks”:   32 

• Soda: Coca-Cola, 7UP, Pepsi, Mountain Dew, Dr. Pepper, 33 

Sprite, Fanta, Root Beer, Orange Crush, etc.   34 

• Energy Drinks: Red Bull, Rockstar, Monster, Any Form of 35 

Starbuck Product, etc.   36 

• Fruit Drinks: Kool-Aid, Hawaiian Punch, Hi-C, Sunny D, etc.  37 

• Other Drinks: Gatorade, Lemonade, etc.  38 

  39 

Section III:  The removal of “Sugary Drinks” from the exemption list, which is classified 40 

under the Department of Revenue and be added to its own separate tax which will 41 

not be added in 7.13% sales tax.   42 

  43 

  44 

Section IV:  In addition to Section III, this bill will set the following tax on “Sugary 45 

Drinks” to 5% in ALL Restaurants and Stores in the State of South 46 
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Carolina.  This will NOT BE INCLUDED in the State of South 1 

Carolina’s Sales Tax.   2 

  3 

  4 

Section V:  If any stores or restaurants fail to comply to the guidelines, then the  5 

                   following will occur:   6 

First Offense: A fine of over $15,000 and a suspension of operations of 48 7 

Hours.    8 

Second Offense: A fine of over $30,000 and a suspension of operations of 1-9 

2 weeks.   10 

Third Offense: Removal of Operation License and Shutdown of the facility 11 

effective immediately.   12 

  13 

Section VI:  This bill will go into effect immediately upon passage by the General Assembly   14 

                    and the signature of the Governor.    15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill   1 

Presented by John J. Acker IV  2 

The Citadel  3 

  4 

Purpose: The South Carolina Civil Asset Forfeiture Protection Act  5 

  6 

Whereas, All of South Carolina are guaranteed basic rights to property and privacy by the 7 

State and US Constitution, and,  8 

  9 

Whereas, They should be protected from an unlawful and unjust searches and seizures, 10 

and,   11 

  12 

Whereas, It is against law enforcements authority to confiscate money, valuables, and 13 

property without substantial probable cause and without a speedy process in 14 

returning that was seized; and,  15 

  16 

Whereas, It is the duty of the State Legislature to preserve and protect rights and property of 17 

South Carolinians, be it a right guaranteed by the State Constitution or the US 18 

Constitution.  19 

   20 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 21 

assembled the following:   22 

  23 

Section I: Add the following into the South Carolina Code of Law Title 17, Chapter 31: The 24 

South Carolina Civil Asset Forfeiture Protection Act.   25 

  26 

Section II: South Carolina Law Enforcement including SLED, SCHP, State Constables, 27 

County Sherriff’s, Municipal Police, and all other law enforcement operating in 28 

the borders of South Carolina may not confiscate money, property, or any private 29 

possessions that are legal unless they have probable cause.  30 

  31 

  32 

Section III: The procedure for determining probable cause is as follows,   33 

  34 

a. to confiscate money(in excess of $1000), valuables, or lawful 35 

property, must first be signed off on by 3 different law enforcement officials, 36 

including one supervisor of higher rank and authority.  37 

  38 

b. If all parties have signed off on the forfeiture, the asset can be forfeited to 39 

Law Enforcement for a period of 72 hours during which time, a judge must rule 40 

that the forfeiture was lawful. If the 72 hours expire and a magistrate has not 41 

made a ruling the property will be returned and may not be re-confiscated without 42 

a signed warrant.   43 

  44 

  45 
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Section IV: However, if items such as drug paraphernalia, illegal fire arms, and/or illegal 1 

drugs are found on their person or in a personal vehicle, law enforcement may 2 

confiscate lawfully.   3 

  4 

Section V: Special Circumstances  5 

a. Game Wardens are still empowered to make seizures when hunting law is 6 

being violated.  7 

  8 

Section VI: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020  9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill 1 

                                                          Presented by Jonah Burriss  2 

                                                                          The Citadel  3 
 4 

Purpose: To educate millennials on the importance of managing their own assets.   5 

 6 

Whereas, After graduating High School they are clueless about managing money because 7 

most parents do not teach them the principles of saving.  8 

  9 

Whereas, Most people are unaware of the outcome it will have on their future.  10 

  11 

Whereas, Majority of people are not educated on this topic which means they can not share 12 

the right steps in achieving wealth.  13 

  14 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina in regular session assembled the following:  15 

  16 

Section I: Amend Title 25, Chapter 21 in the South Carolina Code of Law by adding    17 

                               article 15 entitled “Require one semester of personal finance in high   18 

                               schools” which states the following:  19 

                               High Schools in the state of South Carolina require students to take at least   20 

                               one semester of personal finance, so that students will have the basic 21 

understanding of why managing personal assets is important.   22 
 23 

Section II: This bill will go in effect January 1, 2020 upon passage of the General Assembly 24 

and signature of the Governor.   25 
  26 
  27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
 47 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Samuel Little  2 

The Citadel  3 

 4 

Purpose:  To extend the length of the School Year from 180 Days to 200 Days  5 

  6 

Whereas,  The school year in the South Carolina currently lasts 180 days, and  7 

  8 

Whereas, South Carolina currently ranks 41st in the Nation in terms of public schools, and  9 

   10 

Whereas,  Other Nations with longer school years tend to achieve better results,  11 

  12 

Therefore,  Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular 13 

session assembled the following: 14 

 15 

Section I:  SECTION 59-1-425 shall be amended to read  16 

  17 

Beginning and length of school term; make-up days; waiver; instructional days.  18 

  19 

(A) A local school district board of trustees of the State has the authority to 20 

establish an annual school calendar for teachers, staff, and students. The statutory 21 

school term is two hundred ten days annually and must consist of a minimum of 22 

two hundred days of instruction covering at least nine calendar months. However, 23 

beginning with the 2007-2008 school-year, the opening date for students must not 24 

be before the third Monday in August, except for schools operating on a year-25 

round modified school calendar. Three days must be used for collegial 26 

professional development based upon the educational standards as required by 27 

Section 59-18-300. The professional development must address, at a minimum, 28 

academic achievement standards including strengthening teachers' knowledge in 29 

their content area, teaching techniques, and assessment. No more than two days 30 

may be used for preparation of opening of schools and the remaining five days 31 

may be used for teacher planning, academic plans, and parent conferences. The 32 

number of instructional hours in an instructional day may vary according to local 33 

board policy and does not have to be uniform among the schools in the district.  34 

.  35 

Section II: This Bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage of the 36 

General Assembly and signature of the Governor  37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by Robert Ruble  2 

The Citadel   3 

  4 

Purpose: To repeal all non-medical exemptions from vaccination requirements for 5 

children.  6 

  7 

Whereas, An estimated 9,000 South Carolina students were not vaccinated in the 2017-2018 8 

school year due to a religious exemption; and,   9 

  10 

Whereas, The Centers for Disease Control states that sustaining a high vaccination rate 11 

among school children is vital to the prevention of disease outbreaks, including 12 

the reestablishment of diseases that have been largely eradicated in the United 13 

States, such as measles; and,  14 

  15 

Whereas, From January 1 to October 3, 2019, 1,250 individual cases of Measles have been 16 

confirmed nationwide, the greatest number since 1992. Three cases of mumps 17 

were reported in Charleston, S.C. in August 2019; and,   18 

  19 

Whereas, It is the legislatures duty to promote public health and a religious 20 

exemption certificate represents a threat to public health.   21 

  22 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 23 

assembled the following:   24 

  25 

Section I: To Amend Section 44-29-180 of the South Carolina Code of Laws to say,   26 

  27 

(D) A South Carolina Certificate of Special Exemption signed by the school 28 

principal, authorized representative, or day care director may be issued to transfer 29 

students while awaiting arrival of medical records from their former area of 30 

residence or to other students who have been unable to secure immunizations or 31 

documentation of immunizations already received. A South Carolina Certificate 32 

of Special Exemption may be issued only once and is valid for only thirty 33 

calendar days from date of enrollment. At the expiration of this special 34 

exemption, the student must present a valid South Carolina Certificate of 35 

Immunization, a valid South Carolina Certificate of Medical Exemption, or a 36 

valid South Carolina Certificate of Religious Exemption. At the expiration of this 37 

special exemption, the student must present a valid South Carolina Certificate of 38 

Immunization or a valid South Carolina Certificate of Medical Exemption.   39 

  40 

Section II: To Amend Section 44-29-190 of the South Carolina Code of Laws to say,   41 

  42 

Any person who violates the provisions of Section 44-29-180 is guilty of a 43 

misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined not more than two hundred 44 

dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days… may be fined no more than 45 

two-thousand dollars or imprisoned for no more than ninety days.   46 
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  1 

  2 

Section III: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the 3 

General Assembly and signature of the Governor.   4 

  5 

  6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill  1 

Presented by DANIEL WILKES  2 

THE CITADEL  3 

  4 

Purpose: TO AMEND SECTION 53-5-10 IN CHAPTER 5 OF TITLE 53 IN THE 5 

SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS.  6 

  7 

Whereas, The state of South Carolina represents one of the original thirteen founding states 8 

of our Democratic Republic; and  9 

  10 

Whereas, The right to vote and exercise the duty of a citizen within the Republic is one of 11 

the most treasured rights to exist in America today; and  12 

  13 

Whereas, Elections across the nation and state are becoming increasingly contested; and  14 

  15 

Whereas, On average only 57% of the registered citizenry of the state have participated in 16 

General Elections over the previous ten years; and  17 

  18 

Whereas, The state of South Carolina was in the bottom half of the nation in Voter Turnout 19 

for both the 2016 and 2018 General Elections.  20 

  21 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session 22 

assembled the following:   23 

  24 

Section I: Adding a paragraph to SECTION 53-5-10 to be amended to provide for “General 25 

Election Day” to be proscribed as a State holiday.    26 

  27 

Section II: Description of Amendment:  28 

  29 

The indicated paragraph shall be added following the already existing SECTION 30 

53-5-10.  31 

  32 

SECTION 53 5 10. Legal holidays enumerated; holiday schedules of public 33 

colleges and universities.  34 

  35 

The first day of January—New Year's Day, the third Monday of January—Martin 36 

Luther King, Jr. Day, the third Monday in February—George Washington's 37 

birthday/President's Day, the tenth day of May—Confederate Memorial Day, the 38 

last Monday of May—National Memorial Day, the fourth day of July—39 

Independence Day, the first Monday in September—Labor Day, the eleventh day 40 

of November—Veterans Day, National Thanksgiving Day and the day after, and 41 

the twenty fourth, twenty fifth, and twenty sixth days of December in each year 42 

are legal holidays.  43 

  44 
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General Election Day is also a state holiday the first Tuesday after the first 1 

Monday in November in even numbered years to provide for ease of access to 2 

vote.  3 

  4 

Section III: This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage by the General  5 

Assembly and signature by the Governor.  6 

   7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 

 26 

 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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A Bill 1 

Presented By Harrison Wedgeworth 2 

The Citadel 3 
 4 

Purpose:  To adjust South Carolina Code Section 16-3-655 to account for second degree 5 

sexual misconduct and raise the offense to the first degree.   6 

  7 

Whereas,  This code currently states, “a person is guilty of criminal sexual conduct with 9a 8 

minor in the second degree if the actor engages in sexual battery with a victim 9 

who is at least 14 years of age but who is less than 16 years of age and the actor is 10 

in a position of familial custodial or officials authority to coerce the victim to 11 

submit or is older than the victim”.  12 

  13 

Whereas,  Offenders who knows this code can take advantage of victims between the age of 14 

14-16 and suffer a lesser sentence than the first degree.  15 

  16 

Whereas,  Most offenders, according to NCVS and NIBRS, know their victims and should 17 

be held to the same standard as offenders who do 28 not.   18 

  19 

  20 

Therefore,  Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular session  21 

assembled the following:   22 

  23 

Section I:  Amend Title 16, Chapter 3, Article I in the South Carolina Code of Laws by   24 

adding a provision which would raise the aforementioned circumstance to first-25 

degree qualification.   26 

  27 

Section II:  This bill will go into effect January 1st, 2020 upon passage of the General 28 

Assembly and signature of the Governor of South Carolina.  29 

  30 

  31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 

 47 
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A Bill 1 

                                                     Presented By Connor Thomas  2 

                                                                    The Citadel  3 

  4 

Purpose: To provide notice of voting rights to persons released from local jails.  5 

  6 

Whereas, After going through the United States Justice System many are confused as to   7 

                        whether they have lost the right to vote.  8 

  9 

Whereas, Many are unaware of the exact date they will regain their voting rights.  10 

  11 

Whereas, State and local officials often cannot provide accurate information.  12 

  13 

Therefore, Be it enacted by the South Carolina Student Legislature in regular 14 

session assembled the following:  15 

  16 

Section I: Amend Title 24, Chapter 21 in the South Carolina Code of Laws by adding an 17 

article 14 entitled “Notice of Voting Rights” which states the following: Local 18 

correctional facilities are required to provide a paper notice of voting rights to 19 

persons 18 years of age or older being discharged so that such persons  will know 20 

whether they are eligible to vote, where to vote, and how to register to vote. This 21 

shall be carried out by the Chief Administrative Officer.  22 

  23 

Section II:  This bill will go into effect January 1, 2020 upon passage of the General  24 

Assembly and signature of the Governor.  25 

       26 

  27 

  28 

 29 

 30 

 31 

 32 

 33 

 34 

 35 

 36 

 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 

 41 

 42 

 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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Bylaws of the 

South Carolina Student Legislature 
 

Article I 

Meetings 

 

Section 1. Notice of all meetings shall be given no less than two (2) weeks prior to the meeting. 

 

Section 2. Spring Session 

A. Each Delegation in attendance is entitled to one vote for the following purposes: 

1. Amendments or revisions of the Bylaws; 

2. Election of Fall Session Committee Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen in accordance with Article V of 

the Bylaws; 

3. Any other business deemed by the Executive Committee to be pertinent to the South Carolina 

Student Legislature.  

 

Section 3. Fall Session 

A. No more than two (2) of these delegates shall serve in the Senate and the remainder shall compose the 

House Delegation. Each serving delegate shall be entitled to one vote. 

B. Delegates must be present in order to cast a vote. A student from the delegate’s institution may step in to 

vote for a missing delegate provided that the student pays his registration fees prior to voting.  

C. The Secretary of State and the Attorney General shall obtain from each member delegation a statement 

signed by the registrar of that institution listing the number of full-time undergraduate students. 

1. The enrollment statement must be received before Fall Session ends on the final day in order for 

the delegation to receive its full quota of members. 

2. The Secretary of State and the Attorney General shall calculate membership allowed for each 

delegation and inform the delegation chairmen of their findings regarding the populations and 

votes allotted to each school. Reapportionment of the chairmen shall occur at every Fall Session. 

3. The Secretary of State and the Attorney General shall make the number of voting members as well 

as the total number of full-time undergraduate students available to all of the delegations have 

membership in the South Carolina Student Legislature. 

4. Any delegation tardy in the provision of its enrollment statement or found falsifying its enrollment 

statement shall be punished by the suspension of member votes. The Executive Committee shall 

determine the specific number. 

D. Legislation 

1. Legislation shall be turned in no later than the date appointed by order of the Executive 

Committee; 

2. Any legislation not found in the Bill Book must: 

i. Be approved the Executive Committee before the last day of session. 

ii. Approved legislation will only take place upon completion of all legislation found in the 

bill book. 

iii. All legislation presented to the Governor will be signed or vetoed and returned to the 

chamber in which it originated prior to the time scheduled for adjournment of the Senate 

and House. Each chamber may, by a two-thirds vote, extend its session and consider only 

those pieces of legislation vetoed and returned by the Governor. 

iv. Any legislation passed by the Senate and House and vetoed by the Governor, subsequent 

to the adjournment of the regular session of the Senate and House, may be sent to the 
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chamber in which it originated during an extended session held in accordance with 

Article VI, Section 6, G, 10 of this document. 

v. Any legislation passed by the Senate and the House and not signed or vetoed by the 1 

Governor after the final adjournment of the Senate and House, including any extended 2 

session, shall be considered approved by the Governor and ordered printed in the 3 

“Journal of Acts and Resolutions.” 4 

E. Members of the Senate and the House of Representatives may not serve in the opposite chamber unless 5 

under extenuating circumstances as approved by the Executive Committee. However, the replacement may 6 

not vote or participate in debate on bills he has already debated and voted on. The replacement may also 7 

not run for any awards from the House once he has joined the Senate. 8 

 9 

Section 4. Interim Meetings 10 

A. Interim meetings shall be called by the Executive Committee between Sessions in order to carry on the 11 

business of the organization; 12 

B. The executive committee shall call at least two (2) Interim Meetings a year; 13 

C. On all items of business conducted at an  Interim Meeting, each Delegation in attendance shall be allowed 14 

one vote. 15 

 16 

Article II 17 

Supreme Court 18 

 19 

Section I. Election of members of Supreme Court: 20 

A. The members of the Supreme Court shall be appointed by the Chief Justice. The Chief Justice shall receive 21 

resumes and choose the Associate Justices prior to the Spring Session. No more than two (2) justices shall 22 

be chosen from the same delegation. 23 

 24 

Article III 25 

Committees 26 

 27 

Section1. The Executive Committee shall: 28 

A. Consist of the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker of the House, President Pro Tempore of the 29 

Senate, and the Speaker Pro Tempore of the House, and shall be chaired by the Governor; 30 

B. Approve all officers appointed by the Governor; 31 

C. Call all meetings of the South Carolina Student Legislature; 32 

D. Be responsible to plan all meetings of the South Carolina Student Legislature; 33 

E. Review and approve an annual budget; 34 

F. Appoint three (3) members-at-large- to the Constitutional Committee; 35 

 36 

Section 2. The Finance Committee Shall: 37 

A. Consist of the Treasurer, the Governor, and the Speaker of the House, and be chaired by the Treasurer; 38 

B. Prepare the annual budget no later than the last Interim meeting before Fall Session; 39 

C. Set and levy registration fees; 40 

D. Solicit funds for South Carolina Student Legislature 41 

E. Approve all disbursements and reimbursements; 42 

F. Review and revise the Treasurer Manual before Spring Session annually 43 

 44 

Section 3. The Trial Committee Shall: 45 

A. Consist of the Chief Justice of the Court and all Delegation Chairmen of the member schools, and shall be 46 

chaired by the Chief Justice of the Court; 47 
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B. Hear all parties involved in an impeachment and shall convict or acquit the accused; 1 

C. In the event that the Chief Justice of the court is unable to serve under this provision, the remaining 2 

committee members shall replace him with an Associate Justice to be confirmed by the Executive 3 

Committee. 4 

D. In the event that a Delegation Chairman is unable to serve, the Vice-Chairmen from his delegation shall 5 

replace him. 6 

E. Quorum for the Trial Committee will be three-fourths (¾) of the member schools. 7 

F. The Chief Justice of the Court shall call all meetings of the Trial Committee and shall give notice as 8 

prescribed in Article VI, Section 1; 9 

G. The accused and the Attorney General shall submit a list of witnesses to the Chief Justice of the Court, who 10 

shall summon them to the trial.  11 

 12 

Section 4. The Constitutional Committee Shall: 13 

A. Consist of the Chief Justice of the Court, the Attorney General, and three (3) members-at-large to be 14 

appointed by the Executive Committee, and shall be chaired by the Chief Justice of the Court; 15 

B. Not allow any of the members-at-large to be from the same school as the Chief Justice of the Court or the 16 

Attorney General. 17 

C. Review, prepare, and circulate any needed amendments or revisions to the Constitution. 18 

 19 

Section 5. The Election and Awards Committee: 20 

A. Shall consist of the chairmen of each member delegation. 21 

B. The Committee shall be chaired by the most senior delegation chair by number of sessions attended.  22 

C. No member of the Committee who is running for office shall continue to serve on the Committee. In this 23 

case, the respective Vice Chair of the delegation will take his place on the Committee. In the Case that the 24 

Vice Chair is also running for office, the replacement shall be appointed by the Governor with the consent 25 

of the Executive Committee. 26 

D. Any member of the Committee who has been nominated for an award may not vote on the award(s) that 27 

they have been nominated for. In this case, the Committee member will step away to allow for discussion 28 

and voting.  29 

E. The Secretary of State shall assist the Committee in making preparations and shall be tasked with 30 

delivering the results to the Governor.  31 

F. The Secretary of State shall count the ballots in all elections. They are also allowed to appoint one 32 

Committee member at large to help with this, with the majority consent of the Committee.  33 

G. Shall oversee the qualification for awards in accordance to Article XIII of the Constitution of the South 34 

Carolina Student Legislature 35 

H. Shall submit a teller’s report as discussed in Section 44 of Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised through 36 

the Secretary of State and the Committee Chairman. This report shall be delivered to the Executive 37 

Committee and shall be available to any delegation upon request. 38 

 39 

Section 6. The Conference Committee shall: 40 

A. Consists of seven (7) members, three (3) Senators and four (4) Representatives, appointed by their 41 

respective presiding officers; 42 

Resolve all differences between legislation passed by both chambers. 43 

 44 

Section 7. The Fall Session Committees shall: 45 

A. The Chairmen and Vice Chairmen of the seven (7) committees shall be elected at Spring Session in 46 

accordance with Article V of the Bylaws; 47 

B. The Fall Session Committees shall consider all legislation and shall report on the legislation to the 48 

respective officers of the House and Senate; 49 
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C. The Chairmen and Vice Chairmen of each committee shall rank all legislation passed through their 1 

committee for review by the officers of the chambers. 2 

 3 

Article IV 4 

Budget 5 

 6 

Section 1. The Executive Committee shall insure, through the operating budget presented, that the annual 7 

expenditure of the South Carolina Student Legislature does not exceed the annual South Carolina Student 8 

Legislature revenue. The budget shall include all annual expenditures that are greater than 25 dollars.  9 

 10 

Section 2. The Treasurer shall make available for review an annual financial report upon request. The review shall 11 

be available by Fall Session. 12 

 13 

Section 3. The presentation of the operational budget shall be at the first joint session of the first full eight-hour day 14 

of Fall Session. The new operating budget must be passed by the South Carolina Student Legislature General 15 

Assembly prior to the conclusion of Fall Session. 16 

 17 

Section 4. In the event any one of (1) the operating budget, (2) actual revenues or (3) actual expenditures exceeds 18 

Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000) the Comptroller General Shall provide for and obtain an annual external audit of 19 

the finances of the South Carolina Student Legislature by a reputable certified public accountant for so long as the 20 

budget continues to exceed Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000), or as long as the Executive Committee deems it 21 

necessary. The Auditor’s Report shall be emailed to all chairs within two (2) days of its receipt and be presented and 22 

explained by the Comptroller General to the South Carolina Student Legislature General Assembly as the first order 23 

of business at the first joint session of the first full day of the next Fall or Spring Session. The audit report shall also 24 

be made available on the South Carolina Student Legislature website. 25 

 26 

Article V 27 

Nominations 28 

 29 

Section 1. Nominations shall be by the Secretary of State each day of Spring Session for Chairman and Vice 30 

Chairman of each committee listed in Article III. Names shall be listed by position in the order which nominations 31 

are received. Chairmen and Vice Chairmen shall be elected by secret ballot. Each Delegation shall be given one vote 32 

for each chair and vice chair position. Ballots shall be distributed, collected, counted, and certified by the Secretary 33 

of State, the Chief Justice, and the Attorney General on the last day of Spring Session. Results of these elections 34 

shall be announced to the delegates before the conclusion of Spring Session. 35 

 36 

Section 2. The officers shall be elected by secret ballot, which shall be given to the chair of each Delegation to be 37 

completed in accordance with such rules as may have been adopted by the Delegation. The completed ballot shall be 38 

submitted to the Election and Awards Committee during the first joint session on the last day of the session as 39 

prescribed the Election and Awards Committee. 40 

 41 

Section 3.  Ballots may be distributed electronically through an internet poll. In the case that internet is not 42 

available, ballots will be distributed by paper. 43 

 44 

Article VI 45 

Discipline of Officers and Appointments 46 

 47 

Section 1. Impeachment 48 
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The impeached officer or appointee shall remain in office and he shall have until the next meeting of the members to 1 

prepare a defense. The Executive Committee will determine the time between the two meetings thus stated. The 2 

officer or appointee in question will have a minimum of 72 hours to prepare a defense. 3 

A. Following impeachment charges, a hearing consisting of no less than three quarters (¾) of the members, 4 

shall be held to consider all charges made against the impeached officer or appointee. 5 

B. At the hearing all charges and evidence shall be brought forth in front of the Trial Committee. The 6 

impeached officer or appointee shall be afforded a maximum time allotted to deliver a defense, and shall 7 

have final remarks before a vote is taken. 8 

C. Upon a three quarters (¾) vote of the Trial Committee present, the impeached officer or appointee shall be 9 

removed from office. 10 

D. Any vacancies by the discipline of the Trial Committee shall be filled according to the method laid out in 11 

the Constitution and Bylaws of the South Carolina Student Legislature. 12 

 13 

Article VII 14 

Personal Liability 15 

 16 

Section 1. Agents in Due Course 17 

An agent of SCSL, who having been given written authority by the Governor or the Executive Committee to 18 

contractually obligate the organization, shall sign all contracts in the name of South Carolina Student Legislature. 19 

South Carolina shall indemnify and hold harmless any agent acting on this authority.  20 

 21 

 22 

  23 
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The Constitution of the 1 

South Carolina Student Legislature 2 

 3 

Article I 4 

Name 5 

 6 

Section 1.  This organization shall be called the South Carolina Student Legislature. 7 

 8 

Article II 9 

Purpose 10 

 11 

Section 1.  This organization shall be formed to provide a forum in which students may experience  12 

the full range of legislative activity, to promote student input into public policy-making in  13 

South Carolina, and to educate students about the functions of democratic government. 14 

 15 

Section 2.  The motto of this organization shall be “Our Freedom, Our Future, Our Responsibility.” 16 

 17 

Article III 18 

Membership 19 

 20 

Section 1.  The membership of the South Carolina Student Legislature shall be composed of  21 

delegates from South Carolina’s universities and colleges. 22 

 23 

Section 2.  Each delegation shall select its members from the student body of the institution that it  24 

represents. 25 

 26 

Section 3.  For the purpose of this document, “students” shall be interpreted to all those with the  27 

privileges of an undergraduate student at the member institution. No student shall serve as  28 

a delegate for more than five (5) years. 29 

 30 

Section 4.  Delegations may reserve the right to dismiss a delegate during session solely on the basis  31 

that the delegate has violated the delegation and/or school conduct rules, has been  32 

arrested for a crime while at session, became ill or injured and must return home, or in  33 

case of emergency. 34 

 35 

Section 5.  A delegation shall obtain membership at such time as it pays its registration fees, registers  36 

with the Governor, and the state officers approve the registration. 37 

 38 

Section 6.  A new member delegation shall be defined as a school not having participated previously  39 

or for a period of three (3) consecutive years. 40 

 41 

Section 7.  Upon approval of the registration and the receipt of the dues, the Governor shall issue to  42 

delegation an official letter recognizing it as a member delegation. 43 

 44 

Section 8.  All memberships for the calendar year and shall expire upon the thirty-first (31st) day of  45 

December. 46 

 47 

Article IV 48 
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Officers 1 

 2 

Section 1.  The elected officers of the organization shall be the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor,  3 

the Speaker of the House, the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, and the Speaker Pro  4 

Tempore of the House. These officers shall be members of the Executive Committee. In  5 

addition, the Comptroller General and Fundraising Chair shall be elected officers, but  6 

shall not be members of the Executive Committee. 7 

 8 

Section 2.  In addition to the above officers, the Governor shall appoint, with the consent of the  9 

Executive Committee, a Secretary of State, and Attorney General, a Treasurer, and a  10 

Chief Justice of the Court. For the purpose of this document, “consent of the Executive  11 

Committee” shall mean a majority of the members of the committee. 12 

 13 

Section 3.  The governor shall have full power, with the consent of the Executive Committee, to  14 

create and fill any other officer that the Governor deems necessary to the South Carolina  15 

Student Legislature. 16 

 17 

Section 4.  No person shall hold more than one office at a time. 18 

 19 

Section 5.  The officer terms shall coincide with the calendar year.  20 

 21 

Section 6.  Each candidate for office shall be a student in good standing with the institution he or she  22 

attends. 23 

 24 

Section 7.  A candidate for the Governor shall have attended two previous sessions prior to the  25 

session in which the election is being held. The Fall Session during which the elections  26 

are being held shall not count towards the total of two previous sessions needed. At least  27 

one of the previous session attended by the candidate shall have been a Fall Session. 28 

 29 

Section 8.  A candidate for Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the House, or Comptroller General shall  30 

have attended two previous sessions prior to the session in which elections are being held, and the 31 

session in which elections are being held shall not count towards the total of two previous sessions 32 

needed. Candidates for Lieutenant Governor shall be members of the Senate during in which the 33 

election is being held. Candidates for Speaker of the House shall be members of the House during 34 

the session in which election is being held. 35 

 36 

Section 9.  A candidate for President Pro Tempore, Speaker Pro Tempore or Fundraising Chair shall  37 

have attended one previous session prior to the session in which the election is being  38 

held. The Fall Session during which the elections are being held shall not count towards  39 

the previous session needed.  40 

 41 

Section 10.  In the event that the office of President Pro Tempore or Speaker Pro Tempore shall become 42 

vacant, the Governor shall nominate a qualified replacement. The replacement shall be confirmed 43 

by the Executive Committee and shall begin fulfilling the duties of the office immediately. 44 

 45 

Article V 46 

Powers and Duties of Officers 47 

 48 

Section 1.  The Governor Shall: 49 
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With the advice and consent of the Executive Committee, have the power to form a  1 

cabinet to perform the duties of the Executive Branch designated to them by the Governor, to 2 

include the following positions and any other designated by the Governor as necessary to the 3 

operations of the South Carolina Student Legislature: 4 

A. Secretary of State 5 

B. Attorney General 6 

C. Chief Justice 7 

D. Treasurer 8 

Have full power, with the consent of the Executive Committee, to create and fill and other  9 

office which the Governor deems necessary to the South Carolina Student Legislature; 10 

With the advice of the Executive Committee, have full power to establish and maintain an “Office 11 

of the Governor” for his assistance and to perform the duties designated by the Governor as 12 

necessary to the operations and execution of the powers of the Governor of the South Carolina 13 

Student Legislature. 14 

A. The Governor shall have full power to appoint a Chief of Staff to manage and coordinate 15 

the operations of the Office of the Governor 16 

Represent South Carolina Student Legislature throughout the State of South Carolina and  17 

the United States; 18 

Present the “Journal of Acts and Resolutions” to the governor and the General Assembly  19 

of South Carolina; 20 

Report to the South Carolina Student Legislature at the Fall Session on the state of the  21 

organization; 22 

Preside over all Interim Meetings; 23 

Serve as a member of the Finance Committee; 24 

Sign or veto all legislation that has passed the House and the Senate during Session. 25 

 26 

Section 2.  The Lieutenant Governor shall: 27 

Assume the duties of the Governor in the event the Governor vacates the office of  28 

Governor or is incapable of fulfilling the duties of the office; 29 

Serve as member of the Executive Committee; 30 

Preside over the Senate, but shall have no vote except in the event of a tie; 31 

With the consent of the Senate, appoint three (3) members of that body, no two (2) of  32 

whom shall be from the same school, to serve on the Conference Committee; 33 

Serve as a member of the Finance Committee; 34 

Be responsible for the publication of the “Journal of Acts and Resolutions;” 35 

Be responsible for the compilation and publication of the Bill Book; 36 

Be responsible, with the Speaker of the House; for the organization and distribution of a  37 

legislation calendar for Fall Session 38 

 39 

Section 3. The Speaker of the House shall: 40 

Serve as a member of the Executive Committee; 41 

Preside over the house as a member of the House; 42 

With the consent of the House, appoint four (4) members of that body, no two (2) of  43 

whom shall be from the same school, to serve on the Conference Committee; 44 

Serve as a member of the Finance Committee; 45 

Be responsible, with the Lieutenant Governor, for the organization and distribution of a  46 

legislation calendar for Fall Session.  47 

 48 

Section 4.  The President Pro Tempore shall: 49 
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Assume the duties of the Lieutenant Governor in the event the Lieutenant Governor  1 

vacates the office of Lieutenant Governor or is incapable of fulfilling duties of the office; 2 

Serve as a member of the Executive Committee; 3 

Preside over the Senate in the absence of the Lieutenant Governor. 4 

 5 

Section 5.  The Speaker Pro Tempore shall: 6 

Assume the duties of the Speaker of the House in the event the Speaker of the House  7 

vacates the office of Speaker of the House or is incapable of fulfilling the duties of the  8 

office; 9 

Serve as a member of the Executive Committee; 10 

Preside over the House in the absence of the Speaker of the House. 11 

 12 

Section 6.  The Secretary of State shall: 13 

Assist and advise the Governor in all matters in which the Governor shall need aid; 14 

Prepare the minutes and records of interim meetings and Spring Session; 15 

Be responsible, with the Attorney General, for the reapportionment of each Delegation  16 

prior to Fall Session; 17 

Assist the Election and Awards Committee in the execution of their duties as that  18 

committee may deem appropriate; 19 

Receive the certified results from the Election Chair of the Election and Awards  20 

Committee. 21 

 22 

Section 7.  The Attorney General shall: 23 

Serve as Prosecutor before the Trial Committee; 24 

Be replaced as Prosecutor if impeached; 25 

Serve as a member of the Constitutional Committee; 26 

Be responsible, with the Secretary of State, for the reapportionment of each Delegation  27 

prior to Fall Session; 28 

Determine the constitutionality of legislation, under the Constitution of South Carolina,  29 

whose constitutionality has been called into question on the floor. The legislation shall be  30 

tabled for review by the Attorney General. Upon decision the Attorney General shall  31 

recommend to the body a course of action based on his decision within one hour from  32 

when he receives it. In the absence of the Attorney General, the Chief Justice of the  33 

Supreme Court shall perform these duties.  34 

 35 

Section 8.  Chief Justice of the Court shall: 36 

Rule on the constitutionality of legislation under the Constitution of the State of South  37 

Carolina in the absence of the Attorney General.  38 

Preside over the special session of the Supreme Court as outlined in Article VII. 39 

Serve as Chairman of the Trial Committee; 40 

Serve as Chairman of the Constitutional Committee; 41 

Obtain and distribute the trial case to be used in the Supreme Court hearings at session no  42 

later than 30 days prior to session. 43 

 44 

Section 9.  The Treasurer shall: 45 

Keep a current account of all funds of the South Carolina Student Legislature; 46 

Serve as Chairman of the Finance Committee; 47 

Prepare and present the annual operation budget; 48 

 49 
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Section 10.  The Fall Session Committee Chairmen shall: 1 

Chair their respective committees at Fall Session; 2 

Serve on the Trial Committee; 3 

Serve as members of the Election and Awards Committee. 4 

 5 

Section 11.  The Comptroller General shall:  6 

Perform an annual internal audit of the organization and prepare an audit report to be presented to 7 

the SCSL General Assembly in Joint Session. 8 

Present the audit report to the General Assembly as the first order of business at the first joint 9 

session of the first full day of the Fall Session. 10 

Coordinate with external auditors through the course of any external audit of SCSL. 11 

Documented approval from the Comptroller General shall be required for disbursements of more 12 

than $25. A documented unanimous vote of the Finance Committee may override disapproval 13 

from the Comptroller General. Email or written notation is sufficient to constitute documentation. 14 

 15 

Article VI 16 

Executive Committee 17 

 18 

Section 1.  The Governor shall call all meetings. Meeting times must be approved by    19 

  Executive Committee. 20 

 21 

Section 2.  The Executive Committee shall propose the order of business and business to be  22 

conducted. 23 

 24 

Section 3.   The meetings shall be: 25 

Spring Session; 26 

Fall Session; 27 

Interim Meetings. 28 

 29 

Section 4. Spring Session: 30 

Spring Session shall be presided over by all presiding officers of the Executive  31 

Committee; 32 

Legislation shall be turned in no later than the date appointed by the order of the  33 

Executive Committee; 34 

Any legislation not found in the Bill Book must: 35 

A. Be approved by the Executive Committee before the last day of session. 36 

B. Approved legislation will only take place upon completion of all legislation found in the 37 

Bill Book. 38 

The Lieutenant Governor and the Speaker of the House shall, with the aid of the  39 

President Pro Tempore and the Speaker Pro Tempore, form calendars of legislation for the  40 

chambers; 41 

A bill or resolution passing the joint session shall be presented to the Governor for  42 

Approval; 43 

All legislation signed by the Governor or passed over the Governor’s veto shall be  44 

included in the “Journal of Acts and Resolutions;” 45 

Member dues will be collected at the beginning of session at the discretion of the Finance  46 

Committee. 47 

 48 

Section 5.  Fall Session: 49 
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Fall Session shall be an annual student legislature, modeled after the General Assembly  1 

of South Carolina and shall be comprised of a Senate, a House of Representatives, and a  2 

Supreme Court; 3 

Elections for the offices of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the House,  4 

President Pro Tempore of the Senate, and Speaker Pro Tempore of the House shall be  5 

held as the first order of business at the first joint session on the last day. 6 

Each member school shall be represented by a delegation consisting of: 7 

A. A Chairman, and; 8 

B. Two (2) delegates per school, and; 9 

C. One delegate for each 200 full time undergraduate students for the first 1,000 students (5 10 

possible), and; 11 

D. One delegate for each 1,000 full time undergraduate students from 1,000 to 10,000 (9 12 

possible), and; 13 

E. One delegate for each 3,000 full time undergraduate students from 10,000 up; 14 

F. All number shall be rounded up if the numbers exceed by more than 50 percent (50 15 

percent plus 1) the previous population bracket. 16 

Legislation: 17 

A. The Lieutenant Governor and the Speaker of the House shall assign each bill or 18 

resolution to a committee; 19 

B. Legislation which passess committee shall be assigned to its chamber by the Lieutenant 20 

Governor and the Speaker of the House; 21 

C. The Lieutenant Governor and the Speaker of the House shall, with the aid of the 22 

President Pro Tempore and Speaker Pro Tempore, form calendars of legislation for their 23 

respective chambers; 24 

D. Once a bill or resolution passes one chamber, it shall be transferred to the calendar of the 25 

opposite chamber; 26 

E. A bill or resolution passing both chambers shall be presented to the Governor for 27 

approval; 28 

F. All legislation signed by the Governor or passed over the Governor’s veto shall be 29 

included in the “Journal of Acts and Resolutions;” 30 

G. All legislation passed in differing forms in the chambers shall be reviewed and revised by 31 

the Conference Committee. 32 

Both chambers shall abide by their respective rules, which shall be amended or revised as  33 

the first order of business when the chambers convene. 34 

Only voting members of the Senate and House may be present on their respective floors  35 

unless presenting legislation or appearing by the body. 36 

Registration fees will be collected at the beginning of session at the discretion of the  37 

Finance Committee. 38 

 39 

Article VII 40 

The Supreme Court 41 

 42 

Section 1.  Supreme Court 43 

The Supreme Court shall consist of a Chief Justice and four Associate Justices, any three  44 

of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. The Chief Justice shall  45 

preside, and in his absence, the senior Associate Justice. In all cases decided by the  46 

Supreme Court, the concurrence of three of the Justices shall be necessary of the  47 

judgment below. 48 

 49 
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Section 2.  Jurisdiction of Supreme Court. 1 

A. The Supreme Court shall have power to review the trial case presented by the Chief 2 

Justice. The ruling of the Supreme Court will determine brief awards which are outlined 3 

in Article XII of the Constitution of South Carolina Student Legislature. 4 

B. The Supreme Court shall constitute a court for the correction of errors at law under such 5 

regulations as the General Assembly may prescribe. 6 

C. If legislation is passed and signed into law but its constitutionality under the Constitution 7 

of South Carolina is contested, the Chief Justice shall call a special session of the 8 

Supreme Court to review the law. The special session may be called no sooner than six 9 

(6) hours following the question of the law’s constitutionality with exception to the last 10 

day of session. Where it will be reviewed at the earliest possible time. The review process 11 

will allow the delegate who has questioned the constitutionality of legislation to present 12 

his argument before the Supreme Court and the legislation author to refute these 13 

arguments. The legislation author may receive help from his delegation for his defense. 14 

The Supreme Court shall publish a decision no later than one (1) hour following the 15 

hearing.  16 

 17 

Article VIII 18 

Committees 19 

 20 

Section 1.  The Fall Session Committees shall consist of: 21 

A. The Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources; 22 

B. The Committee on Education; 23 

C. The Committee on Judiciary; 24 

D. The Committee on Labor, Commerce, and Industry; 25 

E. The Committee on Medical, Municipal, Military, Transportation, and Public 26 

Administration; 27 

F. The Committee on Miscellaneous; 28 

G. The Committee on Ways and Means. 29 

 30 

Article IX 31 

Finances 32 

 33 

Section 1. The Executive Committee shall, each year, through the office of the Treasurer, provide  34 

the South Carolina Student Legislature with an annual operating budget. The presentation  35 

of the annual operating budget shall be done by the Treasurer to the General Assembly  36 

during Fall Session. 37 

 38 

Article X 39 

Elections 40 

 41 

Section 1.  An officer shall be elected by a majority of the legal ballots cast. 42 

 43 

Section 2.  The Senate and the House of Representatives shall elect the Governor, and the Lieutenant  44 

Governor. 45 

 46 

Section 3.  The Senate shall elected the President Pro Tempore of the Senate. 47 

 48 

Section 4.   The House of Representatives shall elect the Speaker of the House and the Speaker Pro Tempore  49 
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of the House. 1 

 2 

Section 5.  The Chair of the Election and Awards Committee shall preside over the elections. In the event that  3 

the Chair of the Election and Awards Committee is running for office, he shall resign as Chair of 4 

the Election and Awards Committee, and the Governor shall appoint a replacement with the 5 

consent of the Executive Committee. 6 

 7 

Section 6.  The Elections shall be conducted as follows: 8 

A. All candidates shall be listed on an official election ballot(s) as deemed official by the 9 

Election and Awards Committee. 10 

B. All Ballots shall be handed out to the respective delegation chairs proceeding the last 11 

joint session of the Session. 12 

C. One Ballot shall be given to each delegation chair for each member of that delegation, 13 

based on the number of votes assigned to that delegation in accordance with Article VI of 14 

this Constitution.  15 

D. A delegate can only place his name on the ballot for a single office and cannot be listed 16 

more than once. 17 

E. The candidates will be listed on the Ballot in the order than their nominations are 18 

received by the assembly.  19 

F. Ballots which do not clearly identify the preference of the vote shall not be counted.  20 

 21 

Article XI 22 

Discipline of Officers 23 

 24 

Section 1.  Any elected or appointed officer may be removed from office for the following: 25 

Failure to discharge the duties of his office; 26 

Behavior determined by the body to be demeaning to the integrity of the South Carolina Student  27 

Legislature. 28 

 29 

Section 2.  Specific charges against the officer must be presented at any meeting of the Trial Committee.  30 

Upon a two-thirds (⅔) vote of the present committee members, the officer in question shall be 31 

impeached. 32 

 33 

Article XIII 34 

Awards 35 

 36 

Section 1.  The Carlisle Award is given annually at Fall Session in honor of the founder of the South Carolina  37 

Student Legislature, Dr. Douglas Carlisle. The Carlisle Award is awarded to the delegate of  38 

Officer who, in the opinion of the Awards Committee, best represents the ideals of the South  39 

Carolina Student Legislature.  40 

 41 

Section 2. The Best Senator Award is given annually at Fall Session to the Senator who shows himself to be  42 

an accomplished speaker and conscientious statesman. The Senators shall nominate candidates for 43 

the Best Senator Awards and then each Senator shall cast one vote for one of the nominees. The 44 

Lieutenant Governor shall cast a vote in case of a tie. The Election and Awards Committee shall 45 

administer the ballots. 46 

 47 

Section 3.  The Best Representative Award is given annually at Fall Session to the Representative who shows  48 

himself to be an accomplished speaker and conscientious statesman. The Representatives shall  49 
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nominate candidates for the Best Representative Award and then each Representative shall cast  1 

one vote for the on of the nominees. The Speaker of the House shall cast a vote in case of a tie.  2 

The Election and Awards Committee shall administer the ballots. 3 

 4 

Section 4.  The Best Legislation Award is given annually at Fall Session to the Author whose legislation, in  5 

the opinion of  Election and Awards Committee, best manifests thorough research, topicality, and  6 

excellent use of language. The committee is not limited to bills presented to the House or Senate. 7 

 8 

Section 5.  The Best Delegation Award is given annually at Fall Session to the small, medium and large  9 

delegation that, in the opinion of the Elections and Awards Committee, best exemplified cohesion 10 

and activity.  11 

A. A small delegation shall be defined as a delegation whose school has a current population 12 

of 2,000 students or less. 13 

B. A medium delegation shall be defined as a delegation whose school has a current 14 

population between 2,001 and 8,000 students.  15 

C. A large delegation shall be defined as a delegation whose school has a population over 16 

8,001 students. 17 

 18 

Section 6.  The Chad M. Beatty Award is given annually at Fall Session to the outstanding non-officer senior  19 

as decided by the Elections and Awards Committee. 20 

 21 

Section 7. The Blake Alexander Campbell Memorial Award is given annually at Fall Session to a freshman  22 

Representative or Senator who, in the opinion of the Election and Awards Committee and the 23 

Executive Council, shows himself to be a positive representative for the future of SCSL through 24 

statesmanship, honor, courage and integrity.  25 

 26 

Section 8.  The Best Written Brief award is given annually at Fall Session to the delegate(s) who, in the  27 

opinion of the Justices of the Supreme Court, shows exceptional legal writing skills.  28 

 29 

Section 9.  The Best Oral Argument award is given annually at Fall Session to the delegate(s) who, in the  30 

opinion of the Justices of the Supreme Court, shows excellent use of language skills,  31 

communication skills, and the art of advocacy.  32 

 33 

Article XIII 34 

Parliamentary Authority 35 

 36 

Section 1.  The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order; Newly Revised shall govern  37 

the South Carolina Student Legislature in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they  38 

are not inconsistent with this Constitution and any special rules this organization may adopt. 39 

 40 

Section 2. The parliamentary authority prescribed in their respective rules shall govern the Senate and House. 41 

 42 

Article XIV 43 

Equality 44 

 45 

Section 1.  Any occurrence of pronouns throughout this document shall not be deemed gender specific.  46 

 47 

Section 2.  No delegate shall be discriminated against in any way on the basis of gender, race, religion, creed,  48 

sexual orientation, gender identity, or age.  49 
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 1 

Article XV 2 

Amendment of the Constitution and Bylaws 3 

 4 

Section 1.  Any member may present amendments to the constitution or bylaws at any join meeting at either  5 

Fall or Spring Sessions.  6 

 7 

Section 2.  Approved Constitutional amendments must be ratified by two-thirds (⅔) of the members of the  8 

South Carolina Student Legislature. Approved Bylaw amendments must be ratified by a majority  9 

vote of the delegation chairs. Upon approval, the Secretary of State shall declare such  10 

amendments to be in effect.  11 

 12 

Article XVI 13 

Preemption of Constitution and Bylaws 14 

 15 

Section 1.  Members of the South Carolina Student Legislature are bound by the Constitution and Bylaws.  16 

The Constitution shall hold precedence over the Bylaws in all matters. The Bylaws shall not  17 

preempt or supersede the Constitution.  18 


